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Fury  at  Tory  MP’s  crude  remarks  to  children  on  race,  women  and  justice 

‘Into  the  gutter’ 


BUchad  White 
Poirtfcd  EiOtor 
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Tory  mp  David 

Evans  last  night 
plunged  his  party 
Into  fresh  elec- 
tion controversy 
with  a startling 
attack  on  his  woman  Labour 
opponent  and  a sideswipe  at 
Heritage  Secretary  Virginia 
Bottomley,  whom  he  de- 
scribed as  “dead  from  the 
neck  upwards.** 

In  additi<m  to  denouncing 
Melanie  Johnson,  a schools 
inspector  and  magistrate, 
who  is  standing  a^inst  iiin> 
in  Welwyn  an<i  £fritfield,  the 
63-year-oId  rightwing  populist 
used  an  interview  with  local 
schoolchildren  to  deliver 
crude  remarks  about  the  Bir- 
mtnghaTw  Six  and  the  Bridge- 
water  Three. 

Mr  Evans,  a self-made  mil- 
lionaire, p-tflimprf  Mis  Johnson 
had  “three  bastard  children’ 
from  her  18-year  relationship 
with  her  partner.  “She’s  a 
single  girl,  lives  wiOi  her  boy- 
friend, three  bastard  chfl- 
dren.  lives  in  Cambridge, 
never  done  a proper  job 
People  have  to  make  fhelr 
nundsup. 

“If  they  choose  Mdanle 

Johnson finp  if  they  'Wiinir 

she  can  do  a better  job  thmn 
me.  I know  she  cant,  but  for 
the  people,  it's  democracy.  I 
dont  ttrink  abe's  got  a ebance, 
notalKgieinhdL'’ 

Althou^  he  Sound  time  to 
praise  - Education  and  Em- 
ploymenl  Secretary  . GUUan 
Shephard  — “She'd  have 
made  it  in  any  forum”  — he 
dahned  that  too  many  token 
women  into  politics.  “So 
then  women  get  promoted, 
like  Vb^ina  Bottomley,  who's 
deadlfrom  the  neck  upwards, 
rlgh£  Z mean,  she's  been  in 
die  teblnet  simply  because 
she’tewQDjan.’* 
last  nighi  Mr  Evans  said 
he  apologised  to  Afrs  Bot- 
tomley  rfnwng  a Commons 
vote.  “She  graciously  ac- 
cepted the  applet  and  told 
me  all  publicity  is  good 
publicity.” 

In  an  attempt  to  shrug  off 
the  critlrim,  the  Heritage 
Secretary  told  reporters:  *T 
don't  know  if  Fm  supposed  to 
be  a bimbo  or  a Rambo." 

But  Mr  Evans  speeincally 
refhsed  to  apolo^W  to  Ms 
Johnsm  for  his  comments 
about  her  children. 
“Whether  you  like  it  or  not, 
they  are  bastards.”  be  said. 

Ms  Johnson  s^  later:  ‘T 
am  us^  to  the  hurly  burly  of 
politics  but  David  Evans  has 
descended  into  the  gutter.  1 
am  siding  for  election,  not 
my  children.  1 am  honifled 
that  David  Evans  could  stoop 
so  low  as  to  abuse  my  chil- 
dxesi  with  this  fbul  word.  How 
many  parents  'nUl  agree  with 
David  Evans  that  inspecting 
schools  and  raising  standards 
is  not  a *proper  Jo^T’ 

Details  tf  Mr  EHns's  inter- 


On  opponent 
Melanie 
Johnson:  Well, 
she’s  a single  girl, 
lives  with  her 
boyfriend,  three 
bastard  children, 
lives  in 

Cambridge,  never 
done  a proper  job. 

On  women  in 
politics:  So  then 
women  get 
promoted,  like 
Virginia 

Bottomley,  who’s 
dead  from  the 
neck  upwards, 
right? 

On  John  Majon 

ifind  him 
vindictive  and  not 
forgiving. 

On  crime:  Don’t 
think  these 
Bridgewater 
Three  are 
innocent  people. 

On  crime:  You 

think  the 
Birmingham  Six 
hadn’t  killed 
hundreds  of 
people  before 
they  caught 
them? 


Tory  MP  David  Evans:  Refrised  to  apoh^ise  Ibr  remarks  about  electton  opponent’s  three  bastard  children’ 


'View  with  sixth-fonners  at 
Stanborough  Schoed,  Welwyn 
Garden  G^,  last  Tliaisday 
were  made  public  after  a tape 
was  obtained  by  Anglia 
Televisloa. 

The  transolpt  reveals  Mr 
Evans’s  exbmne  views  on  the 
justice  system.  “That  tdoke 
they  let  out  of  prison  the 
otber  day  and  rap^  that  girl. 
Black  Uoke  let  out  after  his 


seven  years  for  rape,  hasn't 
been  out  five  minates,  rqied 
again.  Should  he  be  castrated 
or  hung  up?**  he  asked  his 
teenage  qu^tioners. 

On  the  innocence  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Sis  he  said:  “If  you 
believe  that  you  believe 
anything." 

Asked  about  wrongful  con- 
vKtiaas  and  fresh  evidence, 
as  in  the  Bridgewater  Three 


Paralysed  journalist  dictates  book  in  the  blink  of  an  eye 


case,  he  says  “Ufo  i«i't  foir”. 

Mr  Evans  manages  to 
praise  Mr  Maior’s  loyalty  and 
his  stubboxiumss  but  goes  mu 
*'Be  Is  also  “vimUettve  and 
not  forgiving.” 

Some  Tkoj  MFs  shook  their 
heads  in  despair  at  his  com- 
ments last  night.  Others 
laughed.  “He's  ju^  a gorgeous 
little  man  is  David,  we  just 
love  him  to  bits,"  Edwina 


Currie  said. 

Labour  called  for  a retrac- 
tion or  the  Mr's  deselection. 
Janet  Anderson,  front-bench 
spokeswoman  on  women’s  af- 
fkirs,  added:  “Every  women 
hearing  what  be  said  win  be 
appalled.  Unless  John  Major 
takes  Immediate  aetlofn,  Mr 
Evans's  comments  win  be 
seen  to  represent  tbe  views  of 
the  Tory  Party.’* 


Mr  Evans  is  deCmding  an 
BA65  majority  in  the  constitu- 
ency be  has  held  as  an  ardent 
Thatcherite  since  1987.  But 
boundary  changes  have 
reduced  his  notlomd  majority 
to  6,588,  vutoerable  to  Ms 
Johnson  on  a 5.B  per  cent 
swing,  well  wtOiin  labour’s 
range. 


Prvfae,  pw9»  S 


Paul  Webster  in  Paris  reports.on  how  a 
stroke  victim  made  a long  literary  journey 
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Fifteen  months  after 
being  left  totally  para^ 
lysed  and  speechless  by  a 
. stroke,  jean-DominiQue 

Bauby,  firmer  editor  of  Hte 
magazine,  has  finished  dictat- 
ing a 130-page  book  using  the 
only  part  of  his  body  be  can 

move;  his  kA  eydid. 

- The  88  chaptera  of  Le  Sca- 
phandre.  M 2e  Fapillmi  (The 
Diving  Suit  and  tbe  Butterfly) 
were  dictated  letter  by  letter 
over  several  moQfiis  to  a pub- 
lisher’s representative.  But 
Erik  Orsenna,  a Goncourt 
^xsewiimer  yAo  interviewed 


Mr. Bauby,  aged  44,  said  the 
book  shodld  not  be  seen 
merely  as  an  exploit 

‘T  sahite  the  work  more 
than  the  courage  , needed  to 
write  it**  Mr  Orsenna  said. 
“This'was  not  a perSOmaDoe, 
but  literature  which  explores 
what  Is  left  when  caily  the 
essential  rema  lhs-<— life 
itself.” 

Mr  Bauby’s  book  is  pnAs- 
bly.  the  first  peraonal  analysis 
of  a medical  condition  called 
tbe  Lodmd-in  Syndrome,  the 
aftermath  of  a stroke  which 

leaves  the  body  paraly^  but 


the  brain  frmetioning  nor- 
mally. notes  down  his  own 
reactions  as  well  as  describ- 
ing tbe  world  and  people 
around  bim,  imagining  him- 
self as  a cosmic  traveUw:. 

fo  the  itfierview  with  Mr 
Orsenna  reported  by  EUe,  the 
jounialist  says  he  used  to 
widse  at  4am  to  imagine  and 
memorise  each  sequence, 
which  would  then  be  dictated 
letter  by  letter  over  three 
hours  by  wfairing  his  left  eye 
to  indicate  letters. 

*^3ie  victim  of  the  Locked- 
in  Syndrome  is  a mntast  who 
has  to  gbafctt  off  his  former 
self  so  that  be  can  be  rebom.” 
ho  told  Mr  Orsenna.  using  the 
e^d  -code.  “Dally  worries 
are  eradicated  and  replaced 


by  the  only  qoestiofi  that  mat- 
ters; can  one  live  Jo  a state  cf 
absQlate  d^aster?  I decided 
tbat  1 was  cm  a jouraey.” 

Frtxn  his  bed  in  hospital  at 
Berck-sur-Mer,  northern 
France,  Mr  Bauby  said  the 
sensation  of  stuxbsfUUy  as- 
Bcmhlinghlg  thou^ts  fOT  dlC- 
tatiem  'were  momeixts  ot  In- 
t^ise  jnbilatioa  ami  his  only 
regret  was  that  he  ccmld 
never  be  a ^»2keeper,  an  am- 
bffiem  inspired  by  watching 
hours  of  televised  football 
matriies. 

His  recipe  for  shaking  off 
depression  was  “watching  the 
sea,  an-hotir  of  reading,  lott- 
ing at  a drawing  of  Infinity  by 
my  daughter  and  not  taking 
myself  for  a hero”. 


'nm  unique  journey  into  Us 
inner  self  began  on  December 
8 1995,  When  Mr  Bauhy,  fother 
of  two  chfidras  and  one  of  tibe 
best-known  Parisian  journal- 
ists, collapsed.  When  he  came 
out  ol  a coma  three  weeks 
later  he  was  unable  to  talk, 
move  or  eat 

By  coincidence,  he  had 
been  working  on  a feminised 
version  of  Tbe  Count  of 
Monte  Ciisto,  a book  where 
Dumas  evokes  a l9tb-century 
image  oC  Lod^io  Syndrome 
is  which  a pazalysed  man  can 
only  communicate  'With  the 
count  by  blinking  his  eyes. 

Work  OQ  Mr  Dauby’s  book 
started  in  August  on  tbs  insis- 
tence of  friends  who  had  been 
receiving  a flood  ofletters.  An 


editcK’.  Claude  Mendibil.  from 
foe  ptzbUslier  Robert  Lafibnt 
was  sent  to  take  notes,  using  a 
rearranged  alphabet  in  which 
the  most  frequently  used  let- 
ters came  first  A ftiU  stop 
was  indicated  by  a long  wtok. 

The  experience  has  been 
filmed  by  one  of  France's  top 
directors,  Jean-Jacques  Ben- 
elx.  for  a television  pro- 
gramme in  which  Mr  Bauby 
will  officially  launch  an 
association  and  a newgietter 
for  other  vlctizns  of  Lodeed-in 
Syndrome.  He  is  ejected  to 
expand  on  his  advice  to 
people  who  can  stin  move: 
“Continue,  but  don't  get 
caught  up  by  your  own  rest- 
less oess.  frnmobfllty  is  also  a 
source  of  pleasure.” 
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Grobbelaar 
may  face 
new  trial 


MckVaftoy 
Sports  CortespOMlont 


The  three  footballers 
at  foe  centre  of  foe 
hugest  match-rigging 
trial  in  British  sports 
history  were  last  night  focing 
a lengfoy  retrial  after  the  jurj* 
could  not  reach  a verdicL 
The  trial  of  Bruce  Grobbe- 
laar, Hans  Segers  and  John 
Pasbanu,  which  lasted  34 
days  and  is  estimated  to  have 
ct^  over  £1  millton.  ended  In- 
conclusively when  the  II  Ju- 
rors told  the  judge  they  could 
not  agree  a verdict  with 
which  at  least  10  of  them  were 
agreed. 

They  were  discharged  after 
admitting  there  was  no 
reasonable  cbance  of  reach- 
ing a verdict  even  if  given 
further  time. 

Prosecutors  will  today  start 
work,  including  consultations 
at  the  “highest  lever,  on 
whether  there  is  to  be  a 
letriaL 

Grobbelaar  walked  away 
from  the  case  at  Winchester 
crown  court  which  lasted 
seven  weeks;  without  com- 
"M»nHnp  on  tbe  prospect  of 
having  to  undergo  the  entire 
trial  process  again. 

But  bis  solicitor,  David 
Hewitt  said:  “Bruce  is  ex- 
tremely disappointed  tbat 
after  2!*^  years  tl^  matter  has 
not  been  put  to  rest. 

“We  had  hoped  for  a posi- 
tive result  but  U was  not  to 
be.  Bruce  matotning  his  inno- 
cence as  he  has  throughout 
“Now  we  aw^  tbe  Crown’s 
decision  on  a tetriaL  In  title 
meantime  the  pressure  for 
Bruce  and  his  family 
continues.” 

Grobbelaar.  leaving  court 
with  bis  wife  Debbie,  was 
asked  what  the  last  two 
ZDonths  had  been  like.  “Like 
the  last  two  years.”  he 
replied. 

His  co-defendants  were 
even  more  tight-lipped.  For- 
mer Wimbledon  j^yers  Fa- 
sbanu  and  Segers.  and  tbeir 
co-defendant,  businessman 
Heag  Suan  Lim.  all  refosed  to 

mmiTiPTit- 

Segers’  solicitor  Mel  Gold- 
berg said:  “iTiis  is  unsatisfhc- 


tory  for  the  Crown,  the  de- 
fonce  and  the  players.  Obvi- 
ously we  may  have  to  fight  it 
again  one  day.  We  are 
dirappointed.” 

All  four  defendants  had 
spent  a nervous  two  days  in 
the  court  canteen  and  corri- 
dors waiting  for  the  eight 
men  and  three  women  jurors 
to  reach  a verdict  on  charges 
of  corruption  relating  to  try- 
ing to  infiuence  the  results  of 
fixtures. 

R>lice  analysed  thousands 
of  telephone  rails  and  inter- 
viewed more  than  700  wit- 
nesses in  the  investigation, 
which  was  sparked  ^ allega- 
tions of  matifo  fixing  made  by 
Grobbelaar’s  ex-business 
partner  Chris  Vincent  in  the 
Sun  newspaper. 

Mr  Vincent,  the  chief  prose- 
cution witness,  told  the  jury 
that  Grobbelaar  had  spoken 
of  earning  “big  buclm’’  to 
“chuck"  games. 

He  riaimed  tbe  goalkeeper 
received  £40,000.  from  Lim  'via 
Fasbanu,  for  his  help  In  fix- 
ing one  result  and  exited  to 
earn  at  least  S2S0J000  more 
from  rigging  otber  results, 
which  be  foiled  to  deliver. 

He  was  also  seen  on  video, 
covertly  recorded  by  tbe  Sun, 
discussing  match  fixing  and 
accepting  £8.000  fit»n  a bogus 
syndicate  devised  by  the 
paper  to  establish  if  he  was 
prepared  to  throw  games. 

In  court  Grobbelaar 
turn  to  page  3,  column  3 
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Sketch 


Mayor  reaches  end 
of  the  Wiggly  line 


Simon  Hoggart 


JOHN  MAJOR  arrived  Ibr 
Prime  Minister’s  Qnes- 
Uons  looking  quite  im- 
probably cheerftiL  He 
znarcbed  briskly  into  the 

chamber,  sat  down,  then  swiv- 
elled round  to  Michael  Hesel* 
Him  and  shared  a cheesy  grin. 

I had  just  come  over  die 
road  from  a conference  on 
opinion  po^  run  by  The_ 
House  Magazine,  which  is  oor 
main  Interoal  oi^an  here  at 
Westminster.  All  the  pollsters 
had  different  ways  of  saying 
that  the  Tories — to  use  their 
precise  psephok^ical  termin- 
ology— are  screwed-  Down 
the  Jacksy.  Finished,  Out  of 
here.  Sayonara,  suckers. 

All  the  graphs  and  bar 
charts  and  wlg^  lines  told 
the  same  story.  Millions  of 
Tories  are  switching  straight 
to  Labour.  In  the  wCral, 
nearly  four  Liberals  in  lb 
voted  Labour. 

Labour  are  well  ahead  on 
every  policy  which  the  voters 
deem  important,  except  for 
crime,  where  they're  more  or 

less  level  (PossQ^  Jack 
Straw's  new  policy  string- 
ing up  lO-yeai^ds  for  llttei> 
ing  may  even  be  tbou^t  too 
harsh  ^ a wimpish  minor- 
ity.) If  the  pollsters  have  got 
this  one  wrong,  they  reaDy  are 
Qnished. 

No  wonder  there  was  an  de- 
galc  tone  to  much  of  what  the 
Prime  Minister  had  to 
Nicholas  Budget^  the  right- 
wing  Tory  who  sits  for  Enoch 
Pott’s  old  seat  in  Wolver- 
hamptr^  asked  a question 
about  "primary  purpose”  and 
arranged  marriages.  This  is 
code  for  keeping  immigrants 
out,  and  Mr  Budgen’s  neigh- 
bour, the  Labour  MP  Ken  Pur- 
chase, bellowed  “racist”  at 

kim 

Then  Mr  Major  said  the 

sarna  thing  in  Ynnrft 

fasbicHi.  “In  the  last  18  years 
we  have  seen  the  most  ertraor- 
dinacy  changes  and  improve- 
ments in  race  relations  in  this 
country,  and  I am  not  going  to 
lend  my  voice  to  any  policy 


grliinb  might  damagn  that 

improvement" 

^ Mr  Blair  said  the  Prime 
1Si^Dnister  deserved  credit  for 
his  answer.  No  doubt  he  dok, 
and  no  doubt  be  meant  wtot 
hesaidaButtherewasabtOtf- 
sweet  forewen  edge  to  his 
words,  as  if  he  basacknowl- 
edged  that  the  battle  Is  over 
and  he  has  only  his  reputation 
to  save. 

Mr  Blair  again  raised  the 
topic  of  the  mysterioos 
Stephen  Oorr^  the  aU^ed 
Cabinet  minister  who  is  on 
every  BBC  news  bulletin, 
often  several  times,  in  spite  of 
the  foot  that  nobody  has  any 
idea  who  he  is. 

Mr  Major  said  he  had  been 
an  **n»^atanriing**  Minister.  "I 
shall  congratulate  him  on  hds 
superlative  work,  just  as  soon 
as  I find  ont  what  he  looks 
like!"  (I  made  that  up.) 

Mr  Blair  said  It  was  time 
Ministers  stopped  playing 
wiQi  the  To^  leadership  and 
showed  national  leadership. 
Mr  Melor  replied  that  over  the 
past  five  years  "as  we  have 
tackled  the  real  problems  the 
country  faces,  we  have  had 
nothing  but  opposition  from 
the  Labour  Party.” 

But  opposing  is  their  Job. 
That'S  what  they’re  paid  for. 
Ihe  Prime  Minister  might 
just  as  easily  have  shouted  at 
his  cook;  "For  five  years  we 
ttawhean  taolrUngrealprob- 
leou,  while  all  you  have  done 
is  cook  things! " 

Faddy  Ashdown  asked  the 
best  quesUoo.  After  the  Wirtal 
hyelectioa.  the  PM  had  said 
that  the  fl^rtback  should  start 
immediately . So  Norman  Teb- 


blthadattackedMichaelBie- 
seltine.  Lord  McAJpine  had 
duffed  up  the  PM,  and  Stephen 
Dorrell  took  cm  tte  vfoale  Cab- 
inet Shooldnt  they  be  in  se- 
cure accomodation  and  eleo- 

irf>ni«»a11y  tagged? 

AS  foe  lai^ter  died  down, 
Mr  Msyor  did  one  of  his  long 
pauses,  like  a comedian  with 
faullless  tuning  waitix^  for 
the  perfoct  moment  fiw  a 
punch  line  Of  couTse  there 
wasn’t  one.  Tm  pleased  to  see 
foat  on  s(»ne  matters  you  are 
in  agreement  with  os!" 

Than  Ban  flhapman  foe 

Idbour  victor  of  vnrral,  ar- 
rived to  take  the  oath.  He 
stuck  a hand  at  Mr  Major  who 
shook  it  warmly.  BafOin^, 


Brian  Mawhinney  steered  Mr 
fThapman  hahind  the  Speak- 
er's Chair,  perhaps  to  be  knee- 
capp^  in  time  for  the  general 
election. 


Review 


Spirit  of  Shirley 
Valentine  lives  on 


Michael  Billington 


Women  on  the  Verge  of  HRT 

Vaudeville,  London 


This  is  certainly  a show 
that  sings  out  its  mes- 
sage; that  women  over  40 
should  get  as  much  sex  and 
love  as  they  can.  The  big  ques- 
tion is  whether  Marie  Jones’s 
consciousness-raising  piece 
-abighitlnlrelandandScot- 
land  ~ will  get  through  in  the 
West  End  to  the  audience  at 
whom  it  is  clearly  aimari-. 
middle-aged  mums  who  dote 
on  anodyne  balladeers. 

Jones  presents  us  with  two 
secular  Belfast  pQgrims  who 
hax-e  come  to  Donegal  for  a 
concert  by  the  Celtic  Cliff 
Daniel  O’DoanelL 
Vera,  punebily  played  by 
Jones  herself,  has  been  de- 
serted by  her  husband  for  a 
bimbo  and  is  desperate  to 
wake  up  in  themoniiiigfeeL- 
inganewman. 

Her  chum  Anna,  mean- 
while, has  settled  for  second 
best  in  the  fonn  ofa  sexless, 
passionless  marriage. 

Fastening  on  to  the  hotel 
waiter,  the  two  women  go  out 
to  greet  the  Donegal  dawn 
where  they  fantasise  both 
about  the  men  in  their  life  and 
the  lack  of  life  in  their  men 
and  decide  the  only  answer  Is 
“to  sin.  sin,  sin”. 

Tbeshow  mixes  charm  and 
propaganda  in  equal  propoz^ 
tions.  A lot  of  the  forzMr 
comes  from  the  gharg«H^r  of 
the  waiter,  nicely  played  by 
Dessie  Gallagher,  who  sings 
like  the  adored  Daniel,  does 
very  good  magic  tricks  and,  in 
the  second  half,  transme^- 
riOes  not  only  into  Vera's  and 
Anna’s  husbands  but  into  sun- 
dry male  and  female  embodi- 
ments of  the  romantic  urge. 

It  Is  foe  propaganda  side  of 
the  show  that  is  the  problem. 


Much  of  what  Jones  has  to  say 
is  undeniably  true:  that  we 
stni  have  double  sexual  stan- 
dards for  men  and  women, 

that  many  marHagwt  aromifc 

tabled  by  afoar  Ofsolitude, 
that  life  doesn’t  end  wifo  foe 
menopause. 'The  spirit  of  Shir- 
ley Vklentine  lives  on. 

But  I was  struck  by  how 
much  Jones  leaves  out  no 
mentioa.  for  instance,  of  mari- 
tal economics  or  even,  aston- 
ishingly given  foitt  this  is  an 
Irish  pl^,  of  the  moral  pres- 
sure exerted  on  women  by  the 
Church. 

The  play  also  rests  on  the 
assumption  that  foe  kind  of 
mums  who  worship  Daniel 
O’Donnell — of  whom  we  see 
documentary  footege  at  the 
start  of  the  evening — are  sex- 
ually unfoimied.  But  isn't  it  a 

mtte  patmnigitigtnagaiiTnp 

that  dedicated  followers  of 
Daniel  or  Cliff,  are  sinydy 
seeking  a safe  sexual  substi- 
tute? 

This  is  a sin^issue  show 
that  makes  up  in  populist  en- 
ergy what  it  lacks  in  subtlety. 
Almost  Its  best  feature  is  the 
way  Jones  allows  hm;  charac- 
ters to  launch  into  song,  to 
NeQ  Martin's  ordinal  score, 
at  foe  drop  ofahal 

Pam  Brighton's  production 
also  blends  polemic,  Tnagir 
music  and  Banshee  waOs  with 
a remarkable  lack  offtiss. 

Although  Jones  plays  Vera 
wifo  raunchy  verve,  she  is  not 
afraid  to  allow  the  character 
to  emerge  at  times  as  a bit  of  a 
nag. 

Ellen  Pollock  is  also  admi- 
rable as  the  chum  forced  to 
confront  the  feet  that  her  mar- 
riage is  based  on  a loveless  lie. 

It’s  a forc^UL  pugnacious 
evening  bnt,  at  the  end,  I bad 
the  feeing  foat  in  teQl^  a 
West  End  audience  that 
women  over  40  should  have  a 
foil,  rich  sex  life  it  was  preach- 
li^  to  the  converted. 


Former  Tory  minister  says  anti-EU  stance  will  not  woo  voters  and  is  potentially  divisive  for  party 

Brittan  warns 


Larry  BRotl 
and  Mtfk  MDiior 


Former  Tory  cabi- 
net minister  Sir 
Leon  Brittan  gave 
fr^h  impetus  to  the 
raging  Conservative 
PEuty  delate  on  election  strat- 
egy when  he  warned  that  any 
aHampt  to  play  foe  Buro-scep- 
tic  card  would  be  dangerous 
and  divisive. 

Not  only  would  an  anti- 
European  electoral  stance  foil 
to  woo  foe  voters,  it  would 
also  undermine  Britain’s  po- 
sition in  foe  crucial  negotia- 
tions this  summer  on  reform 
of  the  European  Union. 

‘"Those  who  think  they  can 
make  Bnrneceptiirism  ixito  an 
election  issue  by  putting  clear 


1 awirncr  rinnagin 


IN  a ftfinfiirliig  tala  which 
is  more  Ra»«g  comedy 
than  Rule  Britannia,  the 
Royal  Navy  admitted  last 
ni^  that  it  had  recruited 
contract  cleaners  to  crew  a 
battleship  because  of  a 
shortage  of  sailors. 

Six  women,  none  of  vrtiom 
had  ever  been  to  sea  before, 
volunteered  to  Join  the  all- 
male  cxew  of  BMS  Newcastle 
for  three  months  at  sea  after 
the  NBnlstry  of  Defence  dis- 
covered the  Type  42  air-de- 
fence destroyer  was  under- 
staffed because  of 
“maupower  pressure”. 

The  4,500-tonne  vessel, 
one  of  the  navy's  most  pow- 
erful ships,  bristles  with 
the  latest  technology,  in- 
cluding  Sea  Dart  snrface-to- 
alr  missiles. 

The  women,  who  work  for 
Fife-based  Aadvaric  Clean- 
ing. Joined  the  Newcastle's 
220-strong  crew  during  the 
sea  trials  aftor  foe  was 
refuted  at  Rosyfo  dodkyard 
last  November.  They  an  had 
mdimentary  sea  survival 
and  fire-fluting  training  be- 
fore  leaving  port 
Their  duties  Involved  lay- 
ing tables  and  washing  out 
mess  halls  while  the  ftiU- 
time  crew  members  put  the 
vessel  and  its  vresymmiy 
throng  their  paces,  a MoD 
spokesman  said. 

Liz  Henry,  a 44-year-old 
mother  of  two  who  super- 
vised the  cleaning  taaiMj 
said:  ‘*None  of  us  had  ever 
been  to  sea  beftire  on  a wai> 
ship  so  when  they  put  the 
idea  to  us,  we  thought  we’d 
give  It  a bash.  It's  an  expe- 
rience I would  not  have 
missed  fbr  the  world  — it 
was  really  quite  exciting.” 
Her  colleague  Jackie 
Healy,  an  18-yeamld  fkom 
Dumfermline,  was  a late 
replacement  for  one  of  the 
original  six  who  was  forced 
to  pnll  out  because  of  sea- 
sickness. “I  was  fhinlriwp  of 
joining  the  Navy  any- 
way,*' she  said. 

Rod  Currie,  Scottish  man- 
ager for  Aadvark  Cleaning, 
said  the  firm  had  a contract 
to  clean  Royal  Navy  giitiwe 
while  they  were  at  Ports- 
mouth and  Rosyth  but  this 
was  the  first  time  any  ofhis 
staff  had  gone  to  sea.  The 
cleaners  spent  as  much  as 
two  weeks  at  a Hm«»  off- 
shore over  a three-month 
period. 

“We  were  a bit  surprised 
at  the  request  but  we  have 
been  carrying  out  contract 
work  for  the  navy  for  years 
and  were  happy  to  oblige. 
Eighty  per  cent  of  the  ship 
cleanOT  we  employ  volun- 
teered for  the  job.  As  for  as 
Tm  aware  thew  who  went 
had  a fantastic  relationship 
with  the  ship’s  crew,  tkom 
the  captain  downwards.” 
he  said. 

Mr  Currie  declined  to 
reveal  how  ranch  the  clean- 
ers were  paid,  although, 
they  did  receive  a weekly 
bonus  of  £20  for  their  con- 


blue  water  between  Conserva- 
tives and  Labour  are  mairing 
a b^  mistake.”  said  Sir  Leon, 
Europe’s  trade  commissioner. 

Stiessiz^  that  Europe  was 
transforming  its  labour  mar- 
kets along  Thateherite  lines. 
Sir  Leon  strongly  criticised 
Conservatives  who  "sneer, 
pooh-pooh  and  denigrate” 
what  is  happening  In  Europe. 

"Today  Europe  is  doing  be- 
latedly what  Britain  was 
doing  15  years  ago.  There  is 
an  inteDectual  inconsistency 
in  mniiftmnTng  ^lat  we  did 
oorselves  in  the  1980s.” 

The  former  trade  and  in- 
dustry minister,  who 
resigned  tram  the  Thatcher 
cabinet  in  1986  over  the  West- 
land  Sald  Hig 

Govenunent  would  he  better 
off  playing  to  its  "strong 


suit”  the  economy,  rather 
than  becoming  enmeshed  in 
foe  debate  over  Europe. 

In  an  exdushre  interview 
with  the  Cuardian,  Sir  Leon 
listed  three  key  points  to  sup- 
port his  views.  First  there 
were  signs  that  the  electorate 
was  more  interested  in  other 
Issues  than  in  Europe: 

Secemd,  “It  is  quite  clear 
that  any  move  towards  Euro- 
scepticism  wSl  be  pretty  rap- 
idly followed  by  Qie  Labour 
Party.  As  a consequence, 
whoever  wins  the  election 
will  have  a difficult  hand  to 
play  in  the  intergovernmen- 
tal confermiee  end-game.” 

Finally,  although  he  did  not 
envisage  a post-dection  9lit 
In  the  Conservative  Party,  he 
believed  that  playing  the 
Euro-sceptic  card  would  be 


"potentially  divisive”  Ibr  the 
party. 

*"They  would  be  much  bet- 
ter off  focusing  <m  the  econo- 
my and  the  belief  that  New 
f jhrBii-  is  the  tip  of  the  Ice- 
Beneath,  it  is  eight- 
ninths  something  quite 
diflieraiL" 

Since  the  disastrous  Wizral 
South  bydeetion  defeat  last 
week,  John  Major  has  been 
under  pressure  to  adtwt  a 
more  aggressive  Buro-sc^tic 
line  but.  Sir  Leon  said,  "the 
exposure  of  nuances  . is 
hazardous". 

He  argued  that  while 
Europe  had  benefited  from 
the  .British  exampter  Britain, 
had  also  reaped  significant 
benefits  from  membership  of 
the  European.  Unfon. 

Sir  Leon,  fresh  from  global 


talks  to  free  up  the  midtU 
tuHion  pound  telecanmunica- 
tions  industry,  said  thaft 
people  In  Britain  underesti- 
mated the  titaA  to  vtiiich 
Britain’s . free  . Hade,  agenda 
was  being  pursued  by  the  EU. 

“i^ain  and  agton  we  see 
the  feet  tbet  comitrles  the  sise 
and  weight  of  Britain  .play  a 
minor  part  in  negotiations, 
but  because  of  Britain’s  posi- 
tion in  EuKve  it  ia  able  to 
play  a m^or  role  and  has 
been  sueoessfUl  In  persuading 
the  EU  to  take  a liberal  line." 

In  a sideswipe  at  Labour, 
Sir  Leon  said  that  while  the 
debate  over  Europe  had  been 
conducted  openly  , by  the  Con- 
servatives, Labour  has  “vol- 
untarily suppress^  debate  by 
Trappist  vows,  pending  the 
electloQ".  . 


Sir  Leon  said  that  whQe  be 
suppwted  Britain’^  participa- 
tion in  monetary  unin  the 
Government’s  wait-and-see 
line  on  the  sio^  eturency 
was  “perfectly.  ratioaaT.. 

Buti  be  said,  thtfe  wmid  be 

dangm  tn  altowlng  ofon 

countries  to  forge  too  far 


**People  in  Britain  underes- 
timate foe  political  will 
hindEMUl. 

"There  Is  the  perennial 
Brttlsb  afrinity  with  the 
ostrtii. 

"If  you  dwxt  like  the  look  of 
it  and  it  presents  you  with  dir- 
Qenlt  decisims.  It’s  best  to 
teiry  your  bead  in  the 
aztd  pretoul  it  is  not  going  to 
haw^" 


Leeder  pomiwuh  paee  8 


Sailor 
shortage 
forces 
navy 
to  enlist 
cleaners 


University 
totrain 
Indonesia’s 
army  brass 


John  Qtttfnga 


Cleaning  crew . . . Beryl  Hewitt,  left,  and  Joan  Mosslewhite,  two  of  the  six  women  who 
spent  three  months  on  sea  trials  aboard  air-defence  d^txoyer  HMS  Newcastle,  below 


^ >.\V 
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tribution  to  the  defence  of 
the  realm. 

A ^toyal  Navy  spoiresman 
said  it  fooed  crew  shortages 
because  of  an  “easing”  of 
recruitment  since  early 
1990s.  The  navy  has  bemi 
reduced  from  60,000  to 
46,000  men  In  recent  srears. 
with  more  thaTi  2,000  sail- 
ors being  made  redundant. 

It  was  not  onnsnal  fter  war- 


ships to  carry  civilian  engi- 
neers during  trials, 
the  recruitment  of 

cleaners  watt  ttmtpHnnai 
“At  certain  times  in  cer- 
tain places  we  do  have 
shortfoUs.  The  Royal  Navy 
is  a busy  oxganisatiott  snii 
we  have  people  all  over  the 
place  at  the  moment.  We 
have  had  a few  problems,” 
he  said. 


David  Clark,  Labour’s  de- 
fence spokesnian,  seized  on 
last  night's  revelations: 
“Having  slashed  personnel 
by  a third  since  the  Cold 
War,  Armed  Forces  Minis- 
ter Nicholas  Soames  is  now 
in  charge  of  a manpower 
sfaort^e  running  i«tn  thou- 
suds.  T^t  takes  a special 
kind  of  gsnlt^i^  PQjf  hnwgllng 

incompetence,”  he  said. 


The  son-in-law  of  Pres- 
ident. Suharto,  Indo- 
nesia's ageing  dicte- 
tor.  has  pers^ed  a 
research  centre  at  London 
University  to  set  up  a five- 
year  training  project  for 
senior  military  officers. 

Indonesia’s  appalling 
human  rights  record,  particu- 
lariy  in  East  Timor,  has  made 
all  aid  and  co-operation  with 
the  regime  highly  conten- 
tious. Major-General  Piabowo 
Subianto,  his  fother^ln-law’s 
possible  heir  apparent,  com- 
mands the  much-feared  “red 
berets”  unit. 

"They  are  basically  a bunch 
of  kfllerS,"  the  tAwrtlng  hnmon 
rights  activist  and  researcher 
on  Indonesia,  Carmel  Bu- 
diardio,  said  yesterday  in 
Loaded 

. The  Centre  for  Defmice 
Studies  (CDS)  at  KLog’s  Col- 
lege is  about  to  conclude  an 
{^;reement  with  Jakarta  to  or- 
ganise a giTmmpr  scfoool.  en- 
tirely funded  by  the  Indone- 
sian government,  for  50 
senior  officers  covering  a 
wicte  range  of  “miUtary,  de- 
fence and  security  issues”. 

The  project's  ^ncutive  di- 
rector, Chris  Smith,  said  the 
propo^  mlginated  in  Indo- 
nesia and  that  “much  of  the 
initial  initiative  came  from 
Prabowo”. 

Gen  PrabowD  is  bead  of  Ko- 
passus, foe  army’s  fecial 
forces,  whidi  is  reputed  to  be 
the  most  ruthless  of  the 
special  units  used  for  Indone- 
sian counter-insurgency 
operations. 

The  general  discussed  foe 
project  during  a private  visit 
to  Britain  late  last  year. 

The  project,  which  also  in- 
volves foe  University  of  Hull 
and  foe  Roysd.  MBltery  Col- 
lege of  Scioice,  envisages  a 
six-week  seminar  in  Indone- 
sia annually  in  the  next  five 
years. 

An  unusual  provision  of  foe 

deal  is  tbat  ^ fwnmimira- 

tions  between  the  British  or- 
ganisers and  foe  rndwiasian 
armed  forces  must  be  chan- 
nelled thiou^  Colonel  ivar 
Htilbeig;  the  British  defence 
attache  in  Jakarta. 

The  CDS  said  the  decision 
to  go  ahead  was  only  taken 
after  a great  deal  of  internal 
discussion.  "We  realised  it  is 
likely  to  be  a contentious  pro- 
gramme", Dr  ^wifth  Bald  yes- 
terday. But  tile  CDS  “fiiB 
eontx^"  over  the  curriculum 
which  would  include  courses 
on  human  rights  and  Interna- 
tional law. 

The  decision  to  go  ahead 
was  mndamna^^  yesterday  by 

Ms  Budlaxdjo,  founder  of  Ta- 
poL  tiie  L(Xidon-b^ed  Indone- 
sian human  rights  «»mpaign 
as  “a  neat  arran^ment  to 
give  the  hidimesian  forces  a 
human  rights  gloss”. 

She  said  foe  project  was  "a 
new  example  of  the  cosy  ar- 
rangement between  the  Brit- 
ish government  and  foe  Indo- 
nesian armed  forces". 

Britain  has  been  accused  of 
supporting  genocide  in  East 
Timor  by  the  sale  of  British 
Hawk  aircraft  axKl  othtf  mii- 
tary  equipmnt  to  the  Indmie- 
slan  r^ime. 


Suharto’s 
army 
elite  are 
‘a  bunch  of 
killers' 


The  military  keeps  a firm 
band  oo  all  political  actlvifir 
In  Indonesia.  Last  week  foe 
armed  forces  chief  of  staff. 
General  Feisal  Tanjung, 
warned  foat  troops  woi^ 
shoot  on  sight  anyone  who 
“violated  the  law’’  in  this 
year's  elections. 

The  CDS  was  established  at 
King's  College  in  1990  wifo  a 
five-year  core  grant  from  the 
Ministry  of  Defence  which 
has  recently  been  renewed. 

Gen  Prabowo  played  an  in- 
fluential role  in  last  year’s 
anny-mspired  crackdown  on 
the  Democratic  Party  of  Indo- 
nesia (FDD  during  which  the 
party's  headquarters  were 
stormed  and  its  chairwoman. 
Megawati  Sukarnoputri, 
ousted  flrom  office. 

He  is  married  to  Siti  He- 
diyatl.  President  Suharto’s 
second  daughter,  who  is 
deeply  inviflved  in  trans^ 
tiems  on  the  Jakarta  stock 
market 

Since  none  of  foe  presi- 
dent’s sons  has  pursued  a mil- 
itary career,  Gen  Prabowo  is 
now  regarded  as  the  favourite 
son-in-law  and  a potential 
successor  to  President 
Suharto. 

Indonesia  has  accepted  a 
project  proposal  from  foe  CDS 
which  will  be  the  basis  for  a 
i-ngmoranrtum  gf  understand- 
ing covering  the  first  year’s 
seminar,  to  be  renewed 
annually. 

The  programme  will  In- 
clude courses  on  contempo- 
rary security  and  South-east 
Asian  issues,  the  evolution  of 
warfare  and  post-cold  war 
military  thinking. 

It  will  also  stage  "simula- 
tion exercises”  as  a moanB  of 
introducing  the  students  to 
"new  and  different  ways  of 
barxTMng  public  relations”. 

Seminars  on  collective  ao- 
countebillty.  the  Hague  and 
Geneva  oonventions.  the  role 
and  Importance  of  non-gov- 
ernmental organisations  and 
foe  media  will  also  be  “woven 
into  the  structure". 


PMC*  pact  fiA  to  «nd 
Indencalan  athiile  atrlfa, 
papaC 


FROM  THE  OVERTURE  TO  THE  ENCORE 
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I ' Dmnsiiberg  to  Goftoban 

; Ttiesix90-tDnnecoTdalnen 

> havatebaeaiTiedihdJaM  i2 
I mfiea  on  flatbed  tnieks. 

' Tbousai^  Of  protesters 
I Modceded  ^tunneled  under 
I ihe  road.  30.000  peHce  end 
border  guards  have  been 
! decoyed. 


.^Qorieban 


PHOTOGRAPH  REINHARD  KRAUSE 


Anti-uiiclear  protesters  charge  riot  police  at  a roadblock  near  Gorfeben  yesterday.  The  protesters  inclnded  hooded  radical  leftwingers  spoiling  for  a 

Germany  faces  nuclear  showdown 


•s.-vjr--^u 


War  of  nerves  as  angry  activists 
converge  on  the  storage  site 
to  confront  30,000  riot  police 


lanTraynor 
In  Danneoberg 


pn^rMfian  «^«™n"«*»wtors  after  a smoke  grenade  was  thrown  near  Dannenberg. 

from  where  the  waste  leaves  early  today  for  Gorleben  photograph:  lacHAELPRoesr 


Legions  of  German 
riot  police  and  thou- 
sands of  anti-nu- 
clear protesters  con- 
fronted  one  another 
in  thia  small  north  German 
town  last  night  as  a weekkmg 
war  of  nerves-over  a contro- 
versial nuclear  waste  ship- 
ment threatened  to  turn  skir- 
mishes into  pitched  battles. 

As  the  convoy  of  six  con- 
tainers of  nude^  waste  pre- 
pared to  leave  Dannenberg 
railway  station  early  today 
fbr  the  storz^e  site  at  Gorie- 
ben  12  miles  east,  the  ht^ 
police  presence  and  local  au- 
thorities were  desperately 
trying  to  imblock  and  repair 
access  routes  to  the  site  last 

I n^t 

Young  radicals  hurled  pet- 
rol bombs  and  rocks  at  the 
police  emrly  yesterday  as  the 
trainload  of  spent  nuclear 
fild  arrived  in  Dannenberg 
af^  a 20-hour  journey  Cram 
southern  Germany.  The  sil- 
ver and  blue  containers  were 
loaded  on  to  large  lonies  for 
the  final  stretch  of  the  jour- 
ney to  Gorleben. 

The  two  towns  at  the  centre 
of  the  con&ontatioD,  Dannen- 
berg and  Gorleben,  were 
turned  into  Ibrtresses  by  the 
ht:^  security  (deration.  They 


Extra  £3bn  in 
Halifax  kitty 


Grobbelaar  may 
face  second  trial 


Tw— a Hunter 

Eight  Haiiihx 

customers  stand  to 
share  a farther  £3 
hillioii  after  the  huildlng  soci- 
ety's £11  billion  free  share 
handout  in  June. 

This  win  provide  a strong 
incentive  for  shardudders  to 
hang  on  to  the  aee  shares  — 
worth  on  average  an  esti- 
. mated  n.gao  — once  the  soci- 
ety becomes  a Share 

prices  could  soar  further  with 
the  prospect  of  a special  post- 
flotation  dividend. 

The  Hatifinc  flotation  is  the 
largest  of  the  £20  billion  share 
handouts,  which  will  also  be 
en)oy^  by  oistomers  of  the 
Woolwich.  Alliance  s Leices- 
ter. NorthKn  Sodc  and  Bris- 
_ tol  & West  this  summer. 

Finance -.director  Roger 

said  the  HaUfoz  would 
be  left  with  nearib^  £3  Wilton 
surplus  cash,  because  aoeiet- 
.les  are  required  to  retkhi  a 
higher  cash  safety  net  against 
bad  debts  than  banks. 

The  mcmey  must  be  used  to 

get  the  best  possible  retuxa 
for  shareholders.  Mr  Boyte 
AvnTaiwwt;  “Hie  board  will 
need  to  carefully  consider  all 
the  options  for  masiiniSB^ 
the  poi»nHai  return  which 
could  ■ include  buyhig  other 
bonding  societies,  insurance 
businesses,  overseas  opera* 
tkms  or  starting  up  new  o|)er- 
ations." 

But  the  Rhlifox  has  already 
bought  two  substantial 


businesses  following  mergers 
with  the  Leeds  Permanent 
and  Clerical  Medical  and  is 
iiniiicrfy  to  be  hungry  to  swal- 
low another  laige  operation. 

Mr  Bc^es  indicated  that  if 
no  other  suitable  businesses 
became  available,  the  cash 
could  lie  paid  as  a special  divi- 
dend, wbidh  m<gh*  give  staaze- 
holdets  around  £390  each. . 

The  Hallfox  will  he  anxious 
to  avoid  rudiiog  into  pur- 
chases, and  win  wish  to  resist 
pressure  to  spend  the  cash. 
However,  it  may  take  a couple 
of  years  ^Its  hoard  to  decide 
whether  shareholders'  inter- 
ests will  be  best  served 
through  a special  dividend  or 
by  using  the  money  to  flmd  a 
bidding  war  diest 

The  new  bank  already  faces 
a tough  battle  to  boost  profits 
through  its  commercial  activ- 
. ides  nezt'year,  foOowing  this 
year’s  cut-throat  mortgage 
war.  The  Halifio;,  whidi  has 
one  in  - five  of  the  nation’s 
mortgages,  q>ent  £626  minim 
on  gdveawa3^  to  new  borrow- 
ms  la^  year  in  an  attempt  to 
'Stop  the  housing  market 
recovery  firmn  stalling.  Yet  its 

shsure  of  new  lexiding  foil  from 
17toZ9pvceut ... 

. Its.  .ov^eiU  PToffi  margin 
was  also  sqiiee^  firom  2J5  to 
2.12  per  cent,  and  pre-tax  prof- 
its ^'-to  wiiuinn  from 
£1.3  biniOQ.  PrWtts-rose  by  7 
per  cfflrt  to  £l4  bUlfon,  ex- 
cluding tbe  costs  dosing 
200  branch^  w^ingoiit  L200 
jobs,  creatii^  a further  1.000 
and  conversim  mailings. 


condnued  from  page  1 
Haifnari  he  W3S  gfringirig  tfin- 

oent  along,  trying  to  discover 
more  about  who  he  was  work- 
ing with  before  going  to  the 
authorities. 

Police  inquiries  into  Fa- 
sbanu,  T.im  and  Segers  after 
the  initial  newspaper  all^a- 
tions  uncovered  telephone 
links  and  large  sums  of 
money  being  paid  into  bank 
acoooals  whidt  proved  they 
were  also  involved  in  a con- 
spiracy, the  Crown  alleged. 

But  the  defence  argued  that 
'Vincent  was  exacseradng  a 
forecasting  service  which 
Grobbelaar  and  S^ers  were 
providing  for  Lfan  and  his 
paymaster^  a Far  East  gam- 
bling syndicate. 


They  also  had  other  legiti- 
mate sources  which  ac- 
counted for  the  money,  in  Se- 
gers’s  case  a tie-making 
h^Tginage  and  in  Rashanu's 
various  business  interests,  in- 
cluding property  speculation 
and  investments  in  Africa. 

The  Jury,  which  was  sent 
out  ear^  on  Monday  morn- 
ing; returned  late  yesterday 
afternoon  after  a minute 
under  21  Ikjuts  considering 
its  verdict,  to  announce  that 
it  could  not  reach  a'decision. 

A spokeswoman  for  the 
Crown  Prosecution  Service 
confirmed  that  a decision 
would  be  taken  "either  by  the 
beginning  of  next  week  or, 
hop^kzUy,  by  tbe  end  of  this 
week”. 


also  resembled  vast  campsites 
as  an  estimated  20,000  protest- 
ers cmverged  on  foe  towns. 

The  Gorleben  nuclear 
showdown  has  galvanised 
Germany’s  strong  environ- 
mentalist movement,  necessi- 
tated the  bigg^  peacetime 
security  operation,  involving 
30,000  riot  police  and  border 
guards  at  a cost  of  £40  million, 
ignited  a wave  of  local 
"people’s  power"  demands, 
and  restarted  a national  de- 
bate on  nuclear  power. 

"We’re  all  very  angry.  Polit- 
ically, this  convoy  is  sense- 
less and  we  want  It  to  te  foe 
last,’’  said  Joi^en  Jakobsha- 
gen,  aged  54.  a local  school- 
teacher. "The  government 
doesn't  know  what  it's  doing. 
It  doesn't  send  people  to  talk 
to  us.  just  the  pe^ce.  No  other 
civilised  country  would  at-' 
tempt  th  is.  Instead  of  persua- 
sion, we  just  get  foe  power  cf 
the  state"  . . 

But  the  government  In 


Bonn  denounced  foe  protest- 
ers, anally  accusing  them  of 
abusing  the  right  to  demon- 
strate. "The  violent  blockades 
against  the  nuclear  waste 
transport  are  an  outrageous 
abuse  of  foe  right  to  demon- 
strate," said  Peter  Hintze,  the 
general  secretary  of  Chancel- 
lor Helmut  Kohl’s  Christian 
Democrats. 

"Ehr^one  is  entitled  to 
peaceful  protest  But  no  one 
has  the  right  to  dig  under 
streets,  saw  rails  and  throw 
grappling  hooks  on  to  o\’er- 
he^  rail  lines." 

Tbe  protesters,  all  united 
by  fear  and  loathing  of  nu- 
ctear  energy,  are  a mixed 
bunch,  ranging  from  young. 
hooded  radical  leftwingers 
spoiling  for  a fight  with  tbe 
police,  entire  middle-class 
fkmiUes  who  made  the  trek 
north,  and  local  fanning  and 
professional  classes.  They  are 
aU  opposed  to  the  storage  site. 

Young  riot  policemen  and 
women,  lined  up  in  cordons  to 
protect  the  convoy,  shifted 
uneasily  as  demonstrators' 
taunted  them  or  tried  to  en- 
gage them  in  debate  on  the 
ethics  of  atCHXiiceDeigy.  . 

Yesterda,y's  skirmishes 


were  seen  as  a dress 
rehearsal  for  uglier  scenes 
today.  Hundreds  of  masked 
militants  lobbed  firebombs 
and  pelted  police  with  stones. 
Two  policemen  were  injured. 
.About  250  demonstrators 
were  later  arrested  after 
being  surrounded  by  n thick 
cordon  of  police. 

"1  hope  everMhlng  will  stay 
peacefid  here."  said  Alexan- 
der Reinhard.  aged  22.  from 
Frankfurt.  “We  just  want  to 
sit  around  and  show  we  don’t 
like  this.  1 don't  want  to  get 
beaten.” 

Claudia  Matzke,  a Dannen- 
berg travel  agent,  said  she  ex- 
pected trouble  today.  ".AU  this 
has  'been  going  on  for  so  long 
and  the  rage  is  buUding  up. 
It’S  going  to  burst." 

While  environroemalist  ac- 
tivists promised  “massive 
resistance"  today,  local  oili- 
clals  said  the  two  available 
access  routes  to  Gorleben  had 
been  made  impassable  by 
sabotage. 

The  protesters  defied  a de- 
cree banning  demonstrations' 
and  have  burrowed  under  the 
12-mile  road  to  Gorleben  at  11 
points  to  cause  its  collapse 
under  heavy  traffic.  Lcm^ 


farmers  have  welded  tractors 
together  in  the  hope  of  halt- 
ing the  convoy. 

Emergency  teams  of  engi- 
neers and  builders  were  fhm- 
ticaUy  trying  to  dig  up  and 
resurface  foe  road  last  night 

Protesters  also  laid  eiqilo- 
sive  devices  on  raUwny  lines 
and  handculfod  or  cemented 
themselves  to  foe  railtrack  to 
delay  the  train's  arrival 
yesterday. 

The  shipment  of  six  con- 
tainers, from  two  power 
plants  in  southern  Germany 
and  treated  waste  being 
returned  from  France’s  repro- 
cessing plant  at  La  Hague,  is 
foe  biggest  of  three  transports 
to  Gorleben  in  foe  past  three 
years. 

Unlike  France  and  Britain, 
Germany  has  no  nuclear 
waste  reprocessing  facilities 
and  no  sites  designed  for  per- 
manent storage. 

Ihe  Gorleben  site  is  for 
temporary  storage.  But  a 
nearby  saltmine  Is  being 
studied  for  its  suitability  fbr 
permanent  storage,  a project 
that  makes  local  people  even 
angrier. 
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I HERE'S  Only  One  Place  You'll  Notice  a Difference 
Between  Our  memory  and  The  System  Manufacturer's 


Broce  Grobbelaar  leaving  court  with  his  wifo,  Debbie, 

after  an  tnconda^ve34>day  trial'  photooraphiianwaldie 


It'k  a lictle-known  fKt-  KmRSwn*  memory  has  exaaty  the 
componencs,  technology,  and  specifLcaiions  as  the 
lending  worksration  manufacturer’s 
netnory.  Yet  it  costs  up  to  50%  leu.  Maybe 
that's  why  more  and  nore  coiApuciitg 
professionals  are  choosing  Kingston,  the 
memory  spiecialists.  Afwr  all,  Kingston  is  the 
worid^  leading  manulactuFer  memory.  Our  cngincen  customise  rhe 
design  of  eadi  moduic  acamhng  » the  «p«ft&aiiom  set  by  Burkstadem 


manutacnircn.  In  fscc,  Kinguon  h,is  Iicemine  jgreemente  wuh  Sun 
SlKirwyncm^  and  Siliow  Gr.iphic^plus  service  agn-ements  nith  DECT’ 
und  IBM?  And  juu  to  proiv  h,w  confident  n-e  are 
in  «.<ur  memory,  wi>  |iive  it  ,-i  lifetime  wananty. 
To  find  out  the  name  of  a Kingston* 
^-ahie-added  rescUcr  call  Kingqun  Technologv 
on  (KfiCO  COS  006.  Youll  find  that  our  memory 
IS  the  «ime  as  yrnir  manufacturer's 
in  cver\'  w.n'.  except  one:  rhe  price. 


U HIM  illltl  WUI  lllcaHJlf 


If  Maigar^  Thatcher  was  Ihe  Iron  Lady  of 
British  politics,  Ted  Heath  is  and  always 
will  be  the  Brass  Neck. 

Francis  Wheen,  Columnist  of  the  Year  


•2HLndtteM^%  m Tvshwirigg;  Camt.  0**e.  ^weSarv-.m  Thwfefi.  MsJJv  TVIb  lET  7IHEW1  iCWL'l  7l|ul|  I 
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Howard  proposes  teams  to  ‘deflect’  child  offenders  before  they  reach  courts 


Parents  face  fines  over  youth  cnnie 


Penal  groups  fear 
sanctions  will 
damage  families 


Alan  Travis 
Heme  Attain  EdRer 


AD  parents  will 
fiice  criminal  sane- 
tions.  including 
Ones,  driving  bans 
and  curfews  en- 
forced by  tagging,  if  they  fail 
to  comply  with  new  parental 
control  orders  announced  by 
Michael  Howard,  the  Home 
Secretary,  yesterday. 

But  the  green  paper  on 
youth  crime,  published  y^- 
terdav,  also  marked  a shift  in 
thinking  away  from 
“crackdowns"  to  preventing 
delinquency  with  child  crime 
teams  identifying  and  to  turn- 
ing away  Cram  crime  chil- 
dren, some  under  10.  who  are 
seen  as  being  at  risk. 

"Firm  iicdon  must  be  taken 
to  tackle  persistent  ofiending 
when  if  occurs.”  says  the 
green  paper.  Preventing  Chil- 
dren oilending.  “But  it  would 
be  clearly  more  desirable  iC 
instead  of  developing  into 
persistent  criminals,  this 
group  of  children  could  be  di- 
verted from  their  criminal 


‘his  important  to 
identify  children  at 
risk. . .tohelpsteer 
them  clear  of  crime* 


careers  at  an  earlier  age,  and 
before  they  enter  the  criminal 
justice  system.” 

Penal  refonn  groups  wel- 
comed Mr  Howard’s  decision 
to  embrace  programme  to 
support  families  under  stress 
but  worried  about  “parent- 
bashing”. 

Mr  Howard  also  published 
new  research  by  David  Ut- 
ting  setting  out  the  “risk  fhc- 
tors"  which  lead  some  chil- 
dren into  a life  of  crime  and 
es'aluating  the  impact  of  Brit- 
ish projects,  including  parent 
education  programmes  and 
parent  support  home  visitor 

“The  aim  is  to  act  before 
the  chUd  has  offended.”  Mr 
Howard  said.  “We  know  there 
is  a wide  range  of  factors 
which  Influence  the  likeli- 
hood of  people  becoming  in- 
volved in  crime.  It  is  impor- 
tant to  identify  childreo  who 
may  be  at  risk  as  early  as 
possible  and  take  action  to 
help  steer  them  clear  of 
crime.  Early  intervention 
should  mean  less  crime  in 
future." 

Mr  Howard  said  he  envis- 
aged the  child  crime  teams 
would  be  nrnde  up  police, 
socLnl  workers,  teachers  and 
probation  officers.  They 


would  work  mainly  with  chil- 
dren who  have  not  yet  been 
convicted  of  an  oBence. 

The  green  paper  says  their 
clients  would  be  identified  by 
“strong  indications  of  behav- 
iour by  a child  under  lO 
wUefa  would  be  criminal  if 
they  were  10  or  over,  for  ex- 
ample. stealing”.  A local 
register  of  unnily  families 
would  be  established.  There 
is  to  be  no  lower  age  limit 

The  child  crime  teams 
would  be  backed  by  the  new 
parental  control  orders, 
which  would  be  used  where 
previous  attempts  to  ensure 
the  parents  faced  up  to  their 
responsibilities,  had  foiled. 
Local  authorities  will  be  in- 
vited to  bid  for  pilot  schemes. 

The  police  or  social  ser- 
vices will  be  able  to  apply  for 
an  order  lasting  up  to  three 
years  if  it  can  be  shown  to  be 
effective  in  tackling  the, 
parents'  lack  of  controL  Con- 
ditions might  include  ensur- 
ing the  child  was  at  home  dur- 
ing certain  hours  or  attending 
school,  or  attending  a particu- 
lar parenting  class.  Parents 
will  also  be  required  to  make 
reparation  to  the  victim,  such 
as  payi^  the  cost  of  the  dam- 
age, and  ensuring  the  child 
took  some  action  by,  for  ex- 
ample. writing  a letter  of 
apology. 

Parents  who  foiled  to  com- 
ply would  foce  a barrage  of 
sanctions  including  fines  up 
to  £1,000,  probation  orders, 
losing  their  driving  licences 
and.  in  extreme  cases,  curfow 
orders  backed  up  by  elec- 
tronic tagging. 

The  shadow  home  secre- 
tary, Jack  Straw,  said  Mr 
Howard  bad  lift^  Labour’s 
policies  wholesale  and  the 
green  paper  marked  a “par- 
tial and  grudging  conversion 
on  the  road  to  a Labour 
government". 

Paul  Cavadino,  of  the  Penal 
Affairs  Consortium,  de- 
scribed the  proposals  as  a 
“peculiar  mixture  of  con- 
structive ideas  to  prevent  de- 
linquency and  punitive 
parent-basblng  measures 
which  will  do  nothing  to  cut 
youth  crime". 

Mary  Honeyball,  of  the 
Association  of  Chief  Officers 
of  Probation,  shared  his  con- 
cerns. "Those  parents  who 
will  not  or  cannot  take  res- 
ponsibility for  their  children 
are  unlikely  to  respond  to 
punitive  measures  which 
may  increase  domestic  ten- 
sion and  result  in  the  child 
being  taken  into  care,"  she 
said. 

But  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Head  Teachers  wel- 
comed the  recognition  that  it 
was  “parents  who  were 
laigely  responsible  for  chil- 
dren becoming  young  thugs”. 


Children  at  ridr  would  be  approached  by  teams  trying  to  keep  them  out  of  court  but  offenders  could  see  their  parents  paying  the  price 


PHOTOGRAPH  MURDOMacLEOP 


Parents  will  face  penalties 
in  Tory  and  Labour  action 
plans  to  tackle  the 
problem  of  young  offenders 


BETTER  PARENTING: 

Jack  Straw  says:  introduce  a 
parental  responsibility  order 
with  compulsory  counselling 
and  education  for  those  who 
foil  to  control  their  children 
who  have  committed  crimes 
or  are  at  risk  of  offend  ing. 
Ciuldren  to  make  reparations 
to  victims.  Sanctions  for 
failure  to  comply  to  include 
flues  and  community 
penalties.  No  tagging. 
Michael  Howard  says: 
Impose  a parental  control 
order  for  up  to  three  yearn  if  a 
child  under  16  has  b^n  in 
trouble  or  at  risk  and  the 
court  believes  it  would  be 
eObctive.  Conditions  may 
include  attendli^  a suitable 
programme,  oblige  that  child 
is  at  home  or  at  school  durii^ 
certain  hours,  that  parents 
pay  the  cost  of  repairing 
damage  and  child  apolc^ise  to 


Howard  and  Straw 


victim.  Sanctions  Include 
fines,  confiscating  driving 
licences  and  curfew  orders 
backed  by  electronic 
NIPPING  IT  IN  THE  BUD: 
Jack  Straw:  After  one  sin^ 
final  warning  dedicated  youth 
offender  teams  made  up  of 
police  officers,  and  workers 
from  the  soci^  services, 
probation  and  education,  to 
intervene  and  divert  "at  risk” 
youngster  to  local 


programmes  desired  to 
tackle  their  offending  at  an 
early  stage.  Teams  would 
supervise  community  service 
orders  given  by  youth  courts. 
Btnchael  Howard:  Set  up 
child  crime  teams  includuig 
police,  social  services, 
probation,  and  education,  to 
prevent  children  as  yom^  as 
ten  and  under  from  turning  to 
crime.  ChUd  crime  teams  will 
identify  and  set  up  a register 
of  ”at  risk"  children, 
indudir^  those  who  have  not 
yet  committed  an  offence. 
Might  tackle  reasons  for 
truancy,  offer  training  to 
parents,  or  invedve  both 
parent  and  child  In  particular 
programme. 

LOCK  THEM  DP 
Jack  Straw:  For  the  most 
persistent  jirvenile  offenders 
local  authorify  secure 
accommodation  will  be 
expanded  by  170  places. 
Courts,  not  social  services,  to 
have  power  to  send 
youngsters  to  secure  units. 
Michael  Howard:  Network 
of  five  private  secure  training 
centres  to  hdd  200  persistent 
offenders  aged  12  to  14. 

Alan  Traois 


Catching  them  young: 
how  the  facts  about 
youth  crime  match  the 
perceptions  of  the  public 


Q:  How  much  yooth  crime  is 
there? 

A:  About  7 minion  crimes  or  3 
quarter  of  all  offences  are 
committed  by  people  aged 
under  IB.  They  steal  or 
damage  about  £3  billion  worth 
ofproperty  every  year  and  it 
costs  El  billion  ayear  to  catch 
and  punish  them.  One  in  every 
two  young  men  and  one  in 
three  young  women  admit  to 
having  committed  a crime 
when  they  were  young,  most 
commonly  theft  or  handling 
stolen  goods,  but  only  2 per 
cent  ended  up  in  court.  A 
small  hard  core  of  persistent 
offenders  is  responsible  for 
more  than  two-thirds  of  all 
youth  crime. 

Q:  Is  it  getting  worse  or 
better? 

A*  The  evidence  is  mixed.  The 
official  statistics  show  that  the 


number  of  young  offenders 
convicted  or  cautioned  fell 
frmn  200,000  a decade  ago  to 
150.000  now.  Yet  crime 
surveys  show  that  the  amount 
of  youth  crime  has  risen  by  35 
percent  in  the past  10  years. 
Horae  Office  research  shows 
that  young  men  are  not 
growing  out  of  crime  as  they 
used  to,  and  the  peak  age  (rf* 
offend  ing  has  risen  from  15  in 
1986  to  18  in  1994.  But  most 
youth  crime  is  minor  and 
fewer  than  400  tcem^rs  are 
sentenced  for  veiy  serious 
crimes  each  year. 

Q:  What  worries  us? 

A:  The  threat  of  youth  crime 
or  unnily  behaviourworries 
us  as  much  as  actual  crime.  A 
quarter  of  adults  told  the 
British  Crime  Survey  that 
"teenagers  han^g  about” 
were  a problem,  and  20  per 


cent  oTwomM  said  theynTre- 
worried  about  being  insulted 
or  pestered  by  teenagers  in 
public.  No  other  group  caused 
more  concern  to  those  over  30. 
with  20  per  cent  ofeaUs  to  the 
police  about  youths  creating  a 
nuisance.  However,  young 
people  are  actually  more 
likely  to  be  Viet  1ms  oTyouUi 
crime  than  adults. 

Q:  What  happens  now? 

A:  About  60  per  coot  of 
teenj^ers  caught  by  the  pal  ice 
ore  givena  caution  or 
warning  and  most  do  not 
reoffend.  A further  Ul  per  ceni 
were  dLschariied  by  the  courts. 
18  per  cent  were  fined  or  put 
on  probation  or  community 
service.  A further  5 per  cent 
were  given  an  attendance 
order.  The  remalningTper 
cent — about  5.000 — were  sent 
to  prison,  to  a young  offender 
institution  or  local  authority 
secure  accommodation. 

Only  3,500  parents  were 
bound  over  to  control  children 
who  had  been  convicted  last 
year.  Failure  to  comply  with 
the  order  rarely  resulted  in 
fines  of  more  than  £ 100. 

Alan  Travis 


• Te%vn  Hall  Employees 

■ Teachers 

• Lecturers 

• Post  Office  Staff 

• NHS  Staff 

• Police 

■ Nurses 

• Fire  Service 

• Prison  Officers 

• Ambulance  Service 
Olhr  dM  appRM  to  tpoem 


It  only  costs  o little  to 
leave  them  a lot 

A Zorids  Monivipsl  Ibrm^.AMiiraiM-  Pohej  caa  provide' 
£l(m.000,  fur  yuur  fomily  if  you  (fir.  i\nil  if  you  work  fo  die 
polafie  Msebw.  you  • 15%  iliHrmnit  tohicli  miuas  you 
Muld  pay  » moutMy  premiam  of  jart  £9.^2*;.  It's  eavyw  too . 
— a piMMW  call  con  Mciiro-inuui^iatfi  «bv«*ri»  e fmt  tninoiife. 
Call  UR  now  let  firut  ont  more.  Ooe  day.  your  fooi^  iwighi  ' 
be  very  glad  you  did.  • - * 
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BoUomley  to  ban  satellite  pom  channel 


Andrew  Gulf 
Meda  Correspondent 


VIRGINIA  Bottomley.  the 
National  Heritage  Secre- 
tary, will  announce 
today  that  the  Government  is 
taking  action  to  outlaw  a 
hard-core  ponu^raphlc  satel- 
lite TV  channel  being  beamed 
into  Britain. 

She  will  make  the  an- 
nouncement at  a seminar  on 
television  violence,  attended 
by  100  leading  programme 
makers  and  regulators,  at 
which  she  will  outline  her 
concerns  about  the  poten- 
tially dangerous  Influence  on 
chtidreo. 

Senior  broadcasters  win  be 
warned  that  a majority  of 
viewers  are  concerned  about 
the  portrayal  of  violence. 
“You  cannot  duck  your  res- 
ponsibilities by  saylz^  that 
not  much  violence  Is  shown 
...  It  is  up  to  you  to  acknowl- 


edge the  demands  of  your  con- 
sumers.” 

Mrs  Bottomley  is  planning 
to  issue  a proscription  order 
against  the  Italian-based 
channel  Satisfoction  Club,  in 
15  days  if  it  continues  to 
transmit  “offensive” 
programmes. 

She  wifi  tell  the  seminar, 
organised  I7  the  Broadcast- 
ing Standards  Council:  “Hard 
core  porm^raifoy  in  any  form 
is  not  acceptable  in  this 
country.  The  Government 
will  maintain  its  vigilance 


and  I will  always  put  the  wel- 
fore  of  our  children  before  the 
bogus  ‘rights'  of 
pomographers. 

"We  are  detenmned  to  pro- 
tect chfldren  from  sateUzte 
pornography  and  we  have  al- 
ready proscribed  three  sucb 
services  — we  win  not  hesi- 
tate to  take  this  action  again 
if  required." 

The  Government  has  previ- 
oudy  made  orders  against 


Red  Hot  Television.  TV  Ero- 
tica and  Rendez  Vous. 

Today’s  seminar  was  caUed 
by  the  Heritage  Secretary  in 
December  after  she  met  the 
chairmen  of  the  BBC,  Inde- 
pendent Television  Commis- 
sion and  the  Broadcasting 
Standards  Council  in  an  at- 
tmpt  to  crack  down  on  small- 
screen  violence. 

The  meeting  ~ to  be  con- 
ducted in  private  — wfli  de- 
bate a series  of  measures: 

G Improving  advance  pro- 
gramme information,  includ- 
ing clearer  signposting 
through  listings  magamnag 
and  on-air  announcements. 

G Consideration  of  pro- 
gramme classiQcatioD  sys- 
tems like  those  in  Austrsdia 
giving  age  ratings  and  an  in- 
dication of  contenL 
C An  examinatioa  of  policies 
on  scheduling  and  the  eff^ 
tiveness  of  the  9pm  adult 
viewing  watershed. 

□ How  new  technology  and 


£1 .75m  pirate  compact  discs  seued  in  raid 


LukaHarOng 


^PRADING  standards  oEfi- 
I cars  have  recovered  Brit- 
ain's biggest  haul  of  pirate 
compact  discs  following  a 
raid  last  week  on  a warehouse 
In  Oxfordshire. 

Investigators  acting  on  a 

tip-off  discovered  135,000  pi- 
rate CDs  worth  more  than 
£1.75  million,  it  emerged 
yesterday. 

They  were  alerted  by  the 
anti-piracy  unit  of  ±e  British 
Phonographic  Industty  and 
the  Mechanical  Copyright 
Protection  Society.  The  loca- 
tion of  the  warehouse  has  not 
been  disclosed. 

Many  pirate  CDs  are  sold  at 
markets  and  car  boot  srIqs 
The  fakes  cost  £1  to  produce 
but  are  sold  for  up  to  £is 


Brian  Yendole,  a spokes- 
man for  Oxfordshire  Trading 
Standards,  refused  to  give 
hither  details  of  the  raid  and 
said  the  investigation  was 
continuing. 

“This  is  undoubtedly  the 
largest  ever  seizure  eff  coun- 
terfeit CDs,  cassettes  or  rec- 
ords in  the  UK,  and  is  a major 
success  in  our  drive  to  protect 
the  interests  of  both  consum- 
ers and  businesses,”  he  said. 

“Fake  CDs  have  a huge  ef- 
fect on  the  record  industry  in 
terms  of  lost  profits.  On  top  of 
tiiat  in  many  cases  unsuspect- 
ing members  of  the  public 
buy  these  CDs  at  full  retail 
price  and  get  a poor  quality 
recording.'* 

Arrests  are  expected  for  of- 
fences under  the  1968  Trade 
DesoipUons  Act  and  tiie  1994 
Trade  Marks  Act.  The  maxi- 


mum penalty  for  music  pi- 
racy Is  an  unlimited  One  or  10 
years  in  JaiL 

Record  piracy  costs  the 
British  music  industry  an  ^ 
timated  £25  million  a year. 

Most  of  the  money  is  lost 
through  bootleg  recordings, 
but  some  SB  million  Is  ac- 
counted for  by  counterfeit 
tapes  and  CDs. 

Police  and  record  industry 
officers  recently  seized  17,000 
CDS  worth  about  S3SOJ0W  at  a 
bootieggine  foctory  in  New 
Malden,  Surrey.  The  owner 
was  fined  £5,000. 

Most  counterfeits  are  sold 
by  street  traders  In  locations 
like  railway  stations,  car  boot 
sales,  pubs  and  clubs.  Accord- 
ing to  officials,  counterfeits 
and  bootlegs  can  easify 
spotted  by  tiie  poor  quality  of 
the  artwork  on  tfae  inlay. 


the  explosion  of  channel 
choice  will  affect  viewers,  and 
whether  devices  like  the  elec- 
tronic V-Chip  would  help 
oombat  the  problem. 

Id  her  speech  opening  the 
seminar,  she  will  wam  that 
television's  “potential  for  dis- 


ruption, disaffection  and  de- 
struction” must  be 
acknowledged. 

The  effects  of  TV  violence 
on  behaviour  was  difficult  to 
gauge.  “The  greatest  danger 
may  be  not  a reaction,  but  a 
lack  of  one:  desensitisatioo." 
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A big  mouth 
in  which  to 
put  a foot 


David  Evans,  even 
tbough  he  is  not 
Welsh,  is  known 
round  the  Com- 
Qunis  as  Evans  the 
Mouth.  You  do  not  have  to  be 
In  the  Conunons  ha^  to  real- 
ise iriiy. 

In  debates  and  at  question 
times,  he  is  the  nl^tmare 
London  taxi-driver  given  a 
public  ptlatlbnn,  with  an  the 
wor^  traits  of  populist  That- 
cherism,  fbrveirtly  opposed  to 
Brussels  and  anything  that 
seems  unEngJish. 

He  rages  against  the  unem- 
ployed, socialists,  homosex- 
uals, spcmgers,  anyone  who 
does  not  Gt  into  his  view  of 
Britain,  seen  through  the  dis- 
torted glass  of  a sdf-made 
working-class  bqy. 

It  is  not  suiprisittg  that  it 
should  be  Mr  Eivans  who 
should  find  himself  at  the  cen- 
of  conhroversy  last  night 
over  racist  remarks  as  wdl  as 
derogatory  comments  about 
his  feDow  Tory,  Heritage  Sec- 
retary Virginia  Bottomley, 
being  “dead  fiom  the  nei^ 
up.” 

Until  now,  apart  from  out- 
rageous new^iaper  and  tele- 
vision interviews,  his  main 
^ain  to  fiiine  has  been  as  a 
self-proclaimed  comic  tbiring 
Prime  Minister’s  Question 
Time,  the  Bernard  Manning 
of  the  Conservative  back- 
benches. 

He  begins  almost  aH  ques- 
turns  to  the  Prime  Minister  by 
reference  to  his  wifb,  Janice, 
presenting  her  as  the  foot  of 
all  COmmonsense.  .Tanira  haa 
become  his  catchphrase  but 


few  in  the  Commons  him 
as  fiumy  as  he  himself  thinks 
he  is. 

The  MP  for  Wdwyn  and 
Hatfield,  who  is  62,  was  bom 
in  London,  bds  mother  soon 
moving  fliom  King’s  Crose 
slums  to  north  London,  sav- 
ing up  the  d^Kislt  by  sewing 
pelts  for  fhr  coats. 

He  tried  for  Parliament  but 
believed  his  working-class 
vowds  fdayed  against  httn  fo 
the  party  of  Ted  Heath. 

Margaret  Ihahdier  changed 
tiiat  and  he  entered  the  Com- 
mons in  1967  after  rm>tr4wg 


Evans  the  Mouth 
rages  at  anyone 
who  does  not  fit 
his  view  of  Britain 


mminna  in  contract  glaanmg 

for  hospitals,  and  has  contin- 
ued to  make  more  through  his 
consnltancy.  He  soon  raised 
his  profile  with  otrtra^ous 
remarks. 

Sir  Julian  Critchley,  a fel- 
low Tmy  MP  but  from  tite  lib- 
eral wing,  described  him 
recen^  as:  “SinaZl,  rotund 
and  i*iA,  he  rn»Aa  his  money 
washing  dirty  . . . Taken 
alone,  Evans  is  utterly  unim- 
portant Bat  he  does  repre- 
sent the  New  Conservatism 
which  Is  increasi^y  at  odds 
with  John  Major.” 

As  /»>iatnrnflTi  of  LutCMl  FbOt- 
ball  Club,  he  is  as  outspoken 


about  footbaQ  hool^ans  as  he 
is  about  other  walks  of  life, 
threatening  to  hose  down 
Manchester  United  fans  if 
they  caused  trouble  before 
one  game.  On  3»nftf>ior  occa- 
sioai,  he  oq  hooligans  to 
be  paraded  before  fanthafl 
matches  and  beaten  up. 

In  a recent  interview,  be 
said:  ‘Tm  a racist.”  He  add- 
ded:  “I've  met  a lot  of 
ocdomed  people  and  Pm  al- 
ways liked  them.'* 

& had  spoken  to  people 
abont  this  matter,  and  they 
had  all  agreed  with  him.  "Ask 
any  London  taxi  driver,**  he 
advises.  “IbeiyTl  sot  stop  for 
a coloured  Dare.  Because  they 
are  Trouble.  Tlie  Bastaforiana 
and  an  that  lot  don’t  fit  in  . . . 
don't  fit  in  my . . . look,  rn  be 
honest  with  you.  in  a Consta- 
ble jvaitiHwg  they  do  not  fit  In.- 
It*s  as  simple  as  that” 

Sem  in  that  context  his  lat- 
est  remarica  be  no 

snprise. 

He  is  a man  physi- 
cally, and  with 

showy  displays  of  his  wealth. 
AUhough  generally  regarded 
as  channleas,  he  has  hovered 
around  the  lower  ranks  of  file 
Tory  party,  his  best  nKxnent 
coming  on  being  elected  to 
the  executive  of  the  back- 
bench 1922  Conuiuttee. 

With  the  Conservative 
Party  disintegrating  In  recent 
months  and  back-benchers 
withdrawing  fitan  the  party 
vfiiip.  Mr  Evans  Joined  in  the 
flm  thraaf owing  fO  resign 

as  an  MP.  Such  is  standing 
both  in  and  outside  the  party 
that  fow  noticed — w cared. 
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David  Evans,  the  Bernard  Manning  of  the  Tory  backbenches 
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Doctor  ‘must  return  Jail  tapes’ 


Prison  Service  ready  for  action 
over  filmed  medical  records 


AtaaiTnarts 
Honw  AfMrs  Edtor 


The  Government  is 
maiTTg  the  Se- 

crets Act  to  demand  the 
return  or  destruction  700 
hours  tf  Trideo  recordings  doc- 
umenting three  years’  work 
by  a senior  Parkhurst  prison 
psychiatrist  with  Britain’s 
most  dangerous  pr^swers. 

hi  vdiat  is  beUeved  to  be  an 
unprecedented  move,  the 
Ptis(xi  Service  has  writtmi  to 
Bob  Johxisan  mning  him  he  is 
still  bound  by  his  Spycatdter- 
style  **duty  of  eonfidoitiality 
to  the  Crown"  and  the  Official 
Secrets  Act 

He  must  return  the  tapes, 
or  give  an  assurance  they 
have  been  wiped  dean,  and 
disdose  who  dse  has  seen 


thpm  by  March  18  or  face  fUr- 
theraction. 

Or  Johnson  last  night  said 
be  would  fight  to  keep  the 
tapes  as  privilegied  medjcal 
records.  As  a doctor,  be  had 
the  ri|^  to  dedde  <m  their 
disclosiure.  "This  would  de- 
sbny  a unique  recoid  of  my 
work."  be  said.  "It  would  he 
quite  impossible  to  rarest 
This  is  a total^  unacceptable 
request  in  a civilised  sode^. 
These  TOO  hoars  of  video  tape 
show  fiixt  these  people  are 
human  heii^  beyood  pered- 
venture,  struggling  to  over- 
come the  violence  within 
them." 

A Court  Judge  on  Mon- 

da^  rejected  an  attempt  by  the 
Home  Secretary  to  ban  the 
screming  of  extracts  from  the 
tapes  in  Monday’s  ni^t  BBC 
Fanoroma  programme,  which 


discussed  Dr  Johnson's  thera- 
peutic work  at  ParkhursL 
The  judge  agreed  that  Dr 
Johnson  had  the  right  to  de- 
cide if  disdosure  was  In  the 
best  intaests  of  his  patimts 
and  the  programme  was  seen 
by  mUlions  dT  viewers. 

The  psyduatilst  resigned 
last  year,  complaining  that 
Mr  Howl's  austere  penal 
policy  had  led  to  the  dosure 
of  his  specialist  unit 

The  unit  took  tiiose  In- 
znates  that  Broadmoor  special 
hospital  and  Grendon  tboa- 
peutlc  prison  would  not 
accept 

The  govemor  of  Parkhurst 
Max  Mmxlsoa.  has  written  to 
Dr  Jdinson  idling  bfaw  he 
had  signed  a form  accept!^ 
the  duty  of  confidentiality 
and  the  OflBcial  Secrets  Acts 
when  he  started  work. 

"I  have  to  stress  that  the 
prison  Service  r^uds  file 
content  at  these  tape  as  con- 
fidential InfomiatloD  which 
you  acquired  in  the  course  of 


your  duties  at  Parkhurst" 
the  letters  says. 

*n  must  fiwrefore  ask  you  to 
give  me  an  assurance  that 
you  will  not  disclose  the  con- 
tents of  these  tepes  vrithout 
authority.  If  you  have,  in  the 
meantime,  disclosed  the  con- 
tents of  the  tapes  to  otiiers 
you  shoidd  infona  me  to 
whom  you  have  disclosed 
them. 

"As  the  tapes  were  jmr- 
chased  yourself  I would 
ask  you  to  ddete  the  contents 
and  give  me  an  assurance 
that  you  ham  done  so  or 
return  them  to  me.” 

Last  night  the  Prison  Ser- 
vice confirmed  it  would  take 
action  against  Dr  Johnson  tf 
he  fans  to  return  the  tapes 
i^ardless  of  the  outcome  of 
the  raiiwH  injnzmtion  against 
the  BBC. 

"We  are  stiQ  considering 
further  action  as  to  the 
ownership  and  possible 
return  of  these  tapes,”  said  a 
spokesman. 


Five-star  thieves  jailed 


Chilean  trio  preyed  on  designer 
label  tourists  in  luxury  hotels 


GANG  of  South  Ameri- 
can thieves,  branded  the 
urge  of  wealfiiy  tour- 
ists across  Europe,  were 
given  jail  terms  of  between 
one  and  three  years 
yesterday. 

The  Chilean  trio’s  fovouiite 
hunting  grounds  were  five- 
star  hotels,  and  fiiey  espe- 
cially stalked  women  carry- 
ing designer  handbags-  One 
woman  lost  cash  and  Jewel- 
lery worth  £5,000,  Southwark 
crown  court  beard. 

Isaias  Verdgo-Vidal,  aged 
50.  Pablo  Pena-Fbrlivesi.  44. 
and  Jose  Rivas-Escobar,  37. 
all  bad  previous  convictions 
for  gimHar  offences  elsewhere 
in  Europe. 

Judge  Jeffrey  Rucker 
rejected  d^nce  submissions 
that  tbe  men  had  come  to 
Britain  looki^  for  work,  say- 


ing it  was  clear  from  tbeir 
past  they  had  come  "to  steal, 
predominantly  from  tourists 
In  central  London”. 

Pena-Forlivesi,  who 
pleaded  guilty  to  six  counts  of 
theft  Gnm  bot^  and  one  of 
attempted  theft  was  jailed  for 
three  years. 

Tbe  court  heard  be  had 
repeatedly  been  imprisoned 
for  similar  aSeoces  in  Athens 
and  Zurich.  He  sent  his  ill-got- 
ten gains  out  of  tbe  country  to 
support  a wife  in  Italy  and  a 
second  wife  in  Chile. 

Fatber-of-Qve  Verdgo-Vidal. 
who  admitted  one  bold  theft 
and  one  attempted  theft, 
received  an  16-montb  sen- 
tence. Tbe  court  was  told  that 
dhys  before  his  arrest  he  had 
been  fined  £100  by  Bow  Street 
magistrates  for  a handbag 
theft. 


Rivas-Escobrur,  who  has  one 
{amily  in  Santia^  and  an- 
other in  Copenhagen,  was 
jailed  for  12  months  for  an  of- 
fence of  attempted  theft, 
which  he  admitted.  He  was 
stated  to  have  served  prison 
sentences  in  Greece  and 
Switzerland. 

Mark  Wyeth,  prosecuting, 
said  an  officer  in  the  pcdice 
hotel  inteUigeoce  unit  spotted 
tbe  trio  one  day  last  October 
touring  Knightsbridge.  It  was 
clear  they  were  on  a "joint 
enterprise"  of  stealing  band- 
bags.  In  tbe  event  tbe  dosest 
they  got  was  one  bungled  at- 
tempt in  a patisserie,  lliey 
were  arrested  shortly 
afterwards. 

Officers  subsequently  dls- 
cov'ered  Pena-Forlivesi  had 
been  captured  on  botel  seen- 
rity  cameras  on  six  occasions. 

He  had  stolen  almost  exclu- 
siv'ely  from  nve>star  estab- 
Ushments,  including  tbe  Hil- 
ton and  Four  Seasons  hotels 
in  Park  Lane. 


‘failing 
most  ill’ 


DavM  BrindiG,  SocM 
Swvlc— Cofiwapondnt 


OST  ho^itals  are  to 
be  told  they  lack  the 

eirnu  and  Unities  to 

offer  intoisive  care  for  sick 
children. 

An  woridng  group 

on  paediatric  intensive  care 
has  concluded  that  tbe  ser- 
vice should  be  limited  to 
fewer  20  hospitals  in 
ftnpiaTiH  which  would  deal 
with  all  12.000  cases  a year. 

Special  "retrieval’’  services 
should  he  set  up  to  ensure 
that  doctors  and  other  skilled 
staff  escorted  patients  Ikom 
general  hospitals  to  one  of  the 
designated  centres. 

Tbe  centres  should  provide 
accommodation  and  full  sup- 
port to  enable  parents  to 
remain  with  their  chDdren 
throughout  their  stay. 

The  proposals  were  wel- 
comed by  the  Sick  Children’s 
Trust,  a charity  which  works 
with  tbe  fomllies  of  children 
with  life-threatening  diseases. 
’There  was  no  question  that 
better  care  was  provided  in 
lar^r,  specialist  centres  such 
as  Great  Ormond  Street  hos- 
pital in  London. 

Rose  Lucas,  the  charity's 
management  co-ordinator, 
said:  “Most  people  are  wowed 
by  the  standards  that  they 
find  in  units  such  as  Great 
Ormond  Street” 

The  review  was  ordered 
after  the  death  in  1995  of 
Nicholas  Geldard,  aged  10.  He 
collapsed  with  a brain  baem- 
orrh^  in  Stockport,  Greater 
Manchester,  and  di^  while 
being  taken  by  ambulance  to 
Leeds  in  search  of  an  inten- 
sive-care bed. 

The  working  group,  which 
indudes  doctors  and  a pa- 
tients’ representative,  yester- 
day outlined  its  provisional 
conclusions  at  a closed  con- 
ference in  London. 

As  a long-term  aim  paediat- 
ric intensive  care  should  be 
provided  only  by  hospitals 
with  designated  units  having 
spedallst  doctors  and  nurses 
on  dub^  round  the  clodt.  Al- 
though tbe  group  did  not 
specif  how  big  such  units 
diould  be.  it  said  they  should 
not  be  accredited  for  training 
unless  they  had  ei^t  or  more 
beds. 

At  present  there  are  30 
units  In  England,  only  seven 
Of  which  have  eight  or  more 
beds,  and  many  other  hospi- 
tals also  provide  intensive 
care  for  children  on  fstber 
wards. 

Tbe  proposals  will  be  final- 
ised by  tbe  end  of  April  and 
will  go  out  for  consultation. 
Although  many  hospitals 
would  lose  tbe  right  to  offer 
paediatric  Intensive  care  — 
there  are  some  280  beds  in  all 
available  in  TgneJawd  the 
working  group  does  not  ex- 
pect a bariclasb. 

Ms  Lucas  said  parents 
would  not  mind  having  to 
travd  further  if  their  child 
was  guaranteed  high-quality 
care.  "yThen  your  diild  is 
very  sick,  you  want  the  best 
possible  care.  Without  a 
shadow  of  doubt,  larger  units 
can  only  be  beneficiaL" 


Dan  Glaister  at  the  cutting  edge  of  fashion 


Catwalk 

stars 

mark 

British 

history 

but  is  it 
art? 


ethkmmtSesaea^sli^ 

' andaxcess— ^zRdi4genoefo_ 

iuxurybnotadiaraeteris^ 

bftwss”-  TheCuttingEdge: 
SO  Ytam^British  Fashion 

From  Norman  Hart- 
neirs  beaded  l950s 
evening  dresses  to  w 
FidUi^e  sweater,  the  enn- 
OHS  British  combination  of 
. door,  clotiting  .and  extrava- 
gant dagigit  fe  revealed  in 
the  first  major  exhibition 
of  fi^lon  which 

opens  at  the  Victoria  & 
Albert  Mnseum  tomorrow. 

The  Cntting  Edge:  50 
Years  of  British  Fashion, 
mixes  welMmown  oontem- 
porary  eateralk  names  such 
as  John  Galliano,  Alexan- 
der. McQaeen,-  Vivienne 
Westwood  and  Ben  de  Uri 
'irith  .fluBone  names  from 
the  past  ranging  from  Bart- 
Brii  to  BOm  to  Jean-Muir- 
Curator  Amy  de  la  Baye 
has'ldentifirf  fbor  themes 
to  .eacapnlate  tin  evolu- 


Ytild  dress  on  show  at  tbe  ^ctoria  & Albert  Museum 


A1990S 

tion  of  British  fesbion  in 
the  last  50  years:  romann^ 
tailoring,  bohemian  and 
country.  *T 

eomething  abont  Bntlsh- 
n^s,'*  she  said.  “In  many 
ways  the  20th  century 
han't  been  a ^od  oaoft>r 
Britain,  so  it’s  not  surpns- 
S^t  we  draw  <m  w 
Litton  as  the  wor^op 


of  the  world.** 

The  romantie  section  Iba- 
tnres  extravagant  evening 
gowns  and  wedding 
dresses.  Hartnell,  who  de- 
cipnad  the  1953  coronation 
dress  takes  centre  sta^ 
with  his  motto:  “I  despise 
simpllctty,  it  is  the  nen- 
tioSTof  aU  that  is  b^n^ 
ftil.'*  Alongside  Hartnell 


PHOTOGfV^  OAVC  SLUTOC 


flws  Hardy  Amies  is  a mini- 
mal black  crepe  mini-diem 
by  Mary  Qnant,  an  ab- 
surdly extrovert  Renais- 
sance gown  by  Zandra 
Rhodes  and  Galliano's 
"SeasheU"  dress. 

Tailoring  goes  via  Savile 
Row  to  1 940s  utility  wear  to 
demonstrate  the  qaallty 
aTiii  craftsmanship  behind 


much  of  the  success  of  Brit- 
ish fashion.  A 1988  double- 
breasted  Paul  Smith  suit 
features  tbe  wfde-shonlders 
that  became  tbe  look  of  tbe 
eighties,  while  Tommy  Nut- 
tar  offers  a subversive  Six- 
ties edge  wxtb  a horizontal 
plnstilpe  and  a blue  check 
suiL 

The  bohemian  section 
shows  the  flamboyant  work 
of  lAber^,  Bibe,  Rhodes. 
Blades  aod  others  inspired 
in  ethnic,  classical  and  me- 
dleval  tradition. 

Tbe  biggest  surprise 
comes  with  tbe  inclusion  of 
the  country  section,  which 
places  the  bunting,  shoot- 
ing and  fiwhfTig  look  at  the 
centre  of  the  feshion  world. 
Hackette,  Cordlngs.  and 
Bernard  WeatheriU.  even 
an  England  cririset  sweater 
and  a grey,  blue  and  cream 
diamond  pattern  Pringle 
sweater  find  their  way  into 
the  show. 

"People  often  aseoefate 
museums  with  old  things,’* 
said  Ms  de  la  Haye.  "It’s 
nice  to  come  and  see  things 
that  are  hot  off  tbe  cat- 
walk.** But  there  Is  a seri- 
ous curatorial  purpose  be- 
hind the  show.  **lt  is 
complex  to  identify  where 
feshion  Sts  into  the  art- 
design  remit,**  she  said. 
“TTigh  fashion  oonld  be  one 
of  the  most  successful  art 
forms  of  tbe  29th  century.” 

Zandra  Rhodes,  resplen- 
dent in  a felt  kaftan  dress 
from  her  first  collection, 
sighed  at  the  su^estion  of 
art  "ft  is  nice  to  think  of  it 
like  that*'  she  said,  "hut  l 
think  it’s  just  an  honour  to 
be  exhibited  here,  which  is 
how  you  should  take  it" 

Roger  SauL  founder  and 
director  of  Mulberry,  said: 
"Tbe  world  is  looking  at 
Britisb  feriiion.  so  this  is 
the  right  time  to  launch  this 
exhibition.  Ihe  clothes  here 
are  part  of  our  heritage. 
British  ftishlon  has  not  been 
so  strong  for  a decade." 


Pop  star’s  former 
lover  ‘beheaded 
his  stepfather’ 


Owen  BewcwCl 


A FORMER  lover  of  the 
pop  silver  Gabrielle 
beheaded  bis  step- 
fetber,  then  used  the 
performer's  London  Oat  while 
disposing  of  tbe  car  used  In 
tbe  killing,  Nottingham 
crown  court  beard  yesterday'. 

Anthony  Antoniou,  who 
has  a child  by  Gabrielle,  and 
an  acquaintance,  Timothy 
Redhead,  are  aOe^  to  have 
murdered  Walter  McCarthy 
with  a 2R  sword  and  dumped 
his  body  at  a beauty  spot 
known  as  Cutthroat  Bridge  in 
Derbyshire’s  Peak  District 
Mr  McCarthy  was  stabbed 
52  times  after  being  duped 
into  travelli^  to  Manchester 
With  Antoniou  and  Redhead, 
the  Jury  was  told.  His  head- 
less beriy  was  ibun^  in  a 
layby  on  the  A57  the  day  after 
the  murder  in  Dec^ber  19to. 

Tbe  killing  had  been 
planned  for  some  months, 
said  peter  Joyce,  QC,  prose- 
cuting. “His  head  had  been 
cut  off  above  tbe  lower  jaw 
and  the  head  was  missing.” 
Antemiou  allegedly  admit- 
ted fcuitog  his  stepfather  be- 
cause Mr  McCarthy  had 
boasted  to  his  mother  that  he 
b{^  had  an  afikir  with  an- 
other woman,  and  liked  to 
abuse  boys  and  girls. 

The  jury  heard  that  Anton- 
iou owned  a fish  and  chip 
shop  in  Shefflrid,  called  Tbe 
Lazy  Coddling 
Stab  wounds  to  Mr  McCar* 
th^s  back  and  hands  sug- 
gested he  bad  been  attacked 
while  be  was  In  the  front  pas- 


Walter  McCarthy:  victim 


Gabrielle:  child  by  lover 

senger  seat  of  his  stepson's 
car,  Mr  Joyce  said.  Antoniou 
stabbed  him  in  the  back  as 
tbe  car  drew  into  the  layby. 
Mr  McCarthy  was  then  bun- 
dled out  and  beheaded. 

Tbe  body  was  abandoned. 
Mr  Joyce  said.  Tbe  head  was 
eventuaDy  burled  In  wood- 


land in  Bedfordshire.  Mr  Mc- 
Carthy, 58,  had  married 
Anhmiou’s  mother.  Aphro- 
dite, in  1979  and  in  September 
1995  she  returned  to  Cj'pnis. 
But  be  remained  in  Shellield 
where  be  was  a frequent  visi- 
tor to  his  stepson's  chip  shop. 
He  was  last  seen  alive  there  at 
10pm  on  December  21,  the 
jury  heard. 

Antoniou  started  a relation- 
ship with  Gabrielle  — whose 
real  name  is  Louise  Bobb  ^ 
at  the  end  of  IMl  or  early  in 
1992,  the  court  heard.  *Tt 
started  as  a business  associa- 
tion but  it  then  became  a 
quite  different  relationship.” 

Mr  Antoniou  maria  use  of 
the  27-yearKdd  singer’s  pre- 
mises in  T.t,nrit>n  to  arrange 
for  tbe  disposal  the  car 
used  in  tbe  killing 

“She  has  a child,  born  on 
April  16,  1995.  by  Mr  Anton- 
iou and  it  was  somewbat  out 
of  the  blue  that  Mr  Antoniou 
reaj^eared,”  Mr  Joyce  said. 

Antoniou  was  arrested 
after  the  attack  but  then 
released.  On  January  7.  1996, 
he  visited  London  to  dispose 
of  tbe  car  whidi  had  been  left 
in  a garage,  it  was  all^d. 

Mr  Joyce  said;  “Antoniou 
and  Gabrielle  hadn't  been  in 
touch  very  much  for  a long 
time  but  Antoniou  at  that 
stage  travelled  to  London, 
where  he  stayed  in  a flat  be- 
longing to  her  and  maria  ar- 
rangements for  the  car  to  be 
disposed  of.” 

Antoniou,  aged  30,  of  Par- 
sons Cross.  Sheflleld,  and 
Redhead,  29,  of  Woodhouse, 
Sheffield,  deny  murder.  The 
hearing  continue. 
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Republicans  swoop  on  Hillary  Clinton  over  database 

First  lady  snared 
in  row  over  funds 


Htarttn  Walker 
In  Washington 


The  row  over  the  Clin- 
ton campaign's  fttnd- 
raisine  tactics  spread 
to  the  president’s  wife 
yesterday,  when  Reptiblit^ 
ivwgwMMinpQ  published  an  in- 
ternal White  House  memo- 
landum  on  databases  of  po- 
tential donors  which  canned 
Hillary  Clinton’s  handwritten 
approvaL 

The  memorandum  sug- 
gested that  the  White  House 
database,  financed  by 
$1 7 wiiiiinn  of  pubUc  lUnds  to 
rniiatp  names  and  addresses 
on  president’s  Chnstmas 
card  and  guest  and  contact 
list,  should  be  merged  with 
the  Democratic  National 
Committee’s  database  of  po- 
tential donors.  , 

"This  sounds  promising. 
Piease  advise,  HRC",  read 
Mrs  Clinton's  comment  on 
the  June  1994  memo  fhun 
Marsha  Scott,  the  chief  of 
staff  in  the  White  House  (ffice 
of  presidential  personneL 
The  Republicans  are  hop- 
ing, almost  desperately,  that 
the  tetest  Cuss  over  Vice-Pres- 
ident A1  Gore  and  Mis  Clin- 
ton will  reach  a critical  mass 
of  public  outrage.  So  Car, 
mainly  becuuse  the  public 
seems  to  see  the  afCalr  as  poli- 
tics-as-osual,  there  has  been 
no  dent  In  Mr  Clinton’s  poll 
ratings,  which  are  still  close 


to  60  per  cent  approval. 

"This  has  cleariy  become 
the  most  systematic  eBbrt  to 
get  around  the  law  that  we 
have  semi  since  Watergate,*' 
said  the  Republican  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. Newt  Gingridi.  ‘The 
total  eSbrt  Is,  in  tbct.  much 
bigger  than  Watergate  and  ter 
more  insidious.” 

Republicans  Insist  that  the 
political  use  of  public  assets 
is  illegal,  and  are  to  subpoena 
Ms  Scott  to  £aee  questioning 
by  the  Bouse  committee  on 
government  refbnn.  Already 
there  are  two  other  cmigres- 
sional  inquiries  and  one  jus- 
tice depaitment  probe  into 
the  fund-raising  scandal, 
which  is  now  dwarfing  the 
old  Whitewater  atteir  as  a 
threat  to  the  Clinton  adminis- 
tration — and  to  Mr  Gore’s 
hopes  of  succ^ion. 

■q  think  it  is  very  serious 
for  Mrs  Clinton,"  said  Repub- 
lican congressman  David 
McIntosh,  a former  aide  to 
Ronald  Reagan  and  his  vice- 
president,  Dan  Quayle,  who  is 
f hairing  the  probe  into  the 
database  affair.  "It  troubles 
me  deep^  that  Mrs  Clinton,  a 
very  bright  lawyer,  saw  no 
problem  with  oslng  taxpayer 
funds  to  aid  the  political  oper- 
ations of  the  DNC." 

Political  use  aftiie  database 
certainly  contravened  the 
legal  advice  given  to  presi- 
dential stair  by  the  then 
White  House  counsel.  Abe 


Mikva.  ’The  simplest  rule  to 
follow  is  the  common-sense 
practice  that  anything  obvi- 
ously poltticai  that  involves 
the  use  of  resources  should  be 
done  by  the  campaign,  even  If 
doing  it  here  can  be  legally 
justified.”  Mr  Mikva  wrote. 

Tliat  advice  bas  already  em- 
barrassed Mr  Gore,  who  has 
now  admitted  making  Aii^- 
raising  from  his  White 
House  office,  even  though  he 
used  a Democratic  National 
Cmnmlttee  credit  card  to  pay 
for  fiiein.  Alfiiough  be  insiste 
tbat  what  be  did  was  neither 
mogai  nor  improper,  Mr  Gore 
promised  on  Monday  that  he 
would  not  do  It  again. 

Mrs  f-iintwri  bad  earlier  de- 
nied involvement  in  the  de- 
sign wnrf  preparation  cf  the 
riatahaBa,  but  the  memo  to 
her,  plus  her  handwritten 
note,  sug^st  she  was  ter 
more  in  tou<di  with  the  matter 
thaw  she  had  acknowledged 
three  months  ago,  irtien  she 
told  a press  conference;  ‘T 
would  doubt  I was  the  person 
who  order^  it.” 

The  memo,  which  was 
maricfld  "confidential",  comes 
liica  so  many  of  the  other  dam- 
aging dnffiimants  publisbed  In 
the  past  10  days,  from  the 
treasure  trove  of  files  taken 
from  the  White  House  by  the 
former  deputy  chief  of  staffs 
wamid  ickes.  wfao  was  passed 
over  for  promotion  and  has 
now  haniifld  them  to  Republi- 
can investigators. 


Lima  hostage-takers 
deny  a^um  deal 


JaM  DfacB-Lfmaco  In  Uma 


The  leader  of  the  left- 
wing  rebels  holding  72 
hostages  in  Lima  has  de- 
nied accepting  an  o&r  of 
asylum  said  his  group 
wants  to  st^  in  Peru. 

In  a walkie-talkie  conversa- 
tion. Nestor  Cerpa  said  that 
the  first  priority  the  Tupac 
Amaru  group  was  ‘*to  stay  in 
our  fetherlaiid,  which  is  the 
path  we  have  chosen  to  fl^t 
at  the  side  of  our  people". 

His  comments  came  shortly 
after  President  Alberto  Fuji- 
mori announced  In  Havana 
that  Cuba  was  prepared  to 
offer  the  rebels  asylum  if  all 
parties  involved  in  the  negoti- 
ations agreed. 

Mr  Fujimori  went  to  the  Do- 
mkiican  Republic  before  mak- 
ing a surprise  visit  to  Cuba  on 
Monday. 

Mr  Cerpa  specifically  ruled 
out  asylum  in  the  Dominican 
Repul^,  but  said  he  did  not 
want  to  comm«it  on  the  Cu- 
ban government’s  offer,  out 
respect  for  Cuba. 

Mr  ^imori’s  visit  to  Cuba 
may  have  been  uneiqiected. 
but  it  was  for  from  disci^L 


He  was  acconqpanied  by  two 

planplnads  of  jOUmallstS,  Ul- 
dudlng  many  of  the  hundreds 
of  Japanese  who  have  set  up 
camp  in  Lima  since  the  hos- 
tage crisis  began  11  weeks  ago. 

He  was  welcomed  with  full 
honours  by  President  Fidel 
Castro,  whom  Mr  Fujimoro 
called  "a  personal  fiimid’’. 

Mr  Fdiimorl  stressed  that 
he  was  seeking  a peaceful  so- 
lution to  the  hosted  crisis. 
Dr  Castro  said  Cuba  would 
offer  asylum  if  the  Peruvian 
and  Japanese  ^vemments 
formally  asked  it  to  take  the 
rebels  i^o  are  holed  up  in  the 
Japanese  ambassador’s  resi- 
dence in  Lima. 

Cuba  is  the  most  likriy  op- 
tion. since  the  Tupac  Amaru 
insurgency  was  inspired  by 
tbe  1959  Cuban  revolution. 
Canada,  which  has  a media- 
tor in  the  n^otiatioDS  in 
Lima,  has  very  good  relations 
with  Cuba. 

Dr  Castro  intervened  last 
year  to  secure  the  release  in 
Colombia  of  tbe  brotber  vX  Ce- 
sar Gaviria,  president  of  the 
Organisation  of  American 
States,  by  offering  the  left- 
wing  kidnappers  asylum. 

Mr  Fujimori's  visit,  his 


first  to  Cuba  since  he  took 
office  in  1990.  was  seen  in 
Lima  as  preparing  public 
opinion  ^ the  possibility 
ttiat  he  win  let  the  rebels 
leave  Qie  country. 

But  he  was  probably  most 
concerned  with  showing 

.Tapan  that  he  IS  arhaiigling 

all  possible  routes  out  of  the 
crisis.  Tokyo,  whi^  has  pot 
great  pressure  on  him  to  seek 
a n^tiated  solution,  said  it 
was  pleased  witii  the  results 
of  the  visit  to  Cuba. 

A government  spokesman 
told  Eyodo  News;  “I  under- 
stand [the  asylum  offer]  Is  <me 
oC  the  effective  means  to 
resolve  thk  problem  peace- 
fully and  rdease  all  the  hos- 
tages safely.” 

Mr  Fujimori's  efforts  seem 
to  have  made  little  impact  on 
the  rebels,  however.  Their 
^kesman  said  on  shortwave 
radio:  “Fujimori  likes  to 
traveL” 

Mr  Cerpa's  decision  to 
leave  tbe  eighth  round  of  ne- 
gotiations on  Mcmday  to  his 
deputy,  Roli  Rojas,  was  an- 
other sign  that  the  rebels  did 
not  tfainic  agreement  with  the 
government  was  close.  Ihe 
talks  are  due  to  resume  today. 


A £25  figurine  on  sale  in  Hong  Kong  gives  Deng  black  and  white  pussy  slippers,  recalling 
his  dictum:  Ideolc^  does  not  matter  as  long  as  the  cat  gets  the  mice  moroGRAPHivMcaifrYu 


Deng  honoured  with  profit 
in  his  transformed  country 


Andrew  HIggliis  In  Baying 


HIS  telephone  has  been 
ringing  since  the 
n^ht  Deng  Xiaoirfz^ 
died.  "A  friend  called  first 
and  told  me  to  get  out  of 
bed  and  watch  TV.”  said 
Qiu  Xiaocbao,  factory 
owner  and  piw^oner  to 
the  posthumous  cult  of  the 
paramount  leader.  “Then 
the  shops  started  phoning.” 
Many  Chinese  responded 
to  Deng’s  death  with  a 
shrng.  Mr  ^u’s 
Machine  Cast  Factory  in 
the  southern  Chinese  city 
of  Shantou  went  into  over- 
drive, ditching  its  normal 
Uae  of  key  rings,  belt  buck- 
les and  other  metal  knick- 
knacks  to  chain  ont  Deng 
tiinhets.  Extra  labour  hay 
bera  Ured  for  a new  wight 
shift.  Salesmen  have 
fanned  out  across  the 
country. 

Mr  GOn,  aged  53.  is  a 
walking  showcase  for  his 
own  products.  Be  wears  a 
Deng  watch,  a Deng  tie-cUp 
and  a Dei«  badge.  “When 
Deng  died  there  was  noth- 
ing to  remember  hi™  py. 


1 thought  I should  do 
something.” 

Ihe  problem  was  very 
different  in  1976  when  Mao 
Zedong  died:  how  to  get  rid 
of  mountains  of  paraidier- 
waiia  left  by  the  cult  of  per- 
sonality. The  state-run 
bookseller  complained  of 
warehouses  closed  with 
8 million  sets  of  lus  col- 
lected woiks  and  2.8  billion 
pamphlets.  It  ended  up 
pulping  millions  of  them. 

Mao  badges,  first  fhsb- 
ioned  from  old  toothpaste 
tubes,  became  the  focus  of  a 
huge  industry.  Zhou  .fibna, 
a collector,  estimates  that 
4.8  billion  were  made  at  the 
hei^t  the  Cultural  Itevo- 
lation  in  1966-70. 

IHr  ^u’s  one-man  TW»wg 
Indnstry  is  less  ambtt&ous, 
but  thanks  to  his  entecx>rise 
the  Mao  badge,  an  emblem 
of  revolntlonary  fervour 
transformed  into  a fcifrh 
rallectible,  now  has  a rival  i 
imprinted  with  the  i™agQ  i 
of  the  man  who  buried 
Maoism. 

His  factory  in  Shantou,  a 
town  singed  out  by  Deng  as 
a laboratory  for  capiteulst 
experiments,  produces 


5,000  to  7,000  a day,  selling 
for  75p  each. 

**No  matter  what  happens 
next,  Deng,  like  Mao,  will 
become  an  emp^  vessel 
that  can  be  CfUed  as  needs 
reqoire  by  various  people,” 
said  Geremie  Barme,  tiie 
Australian  author  of  a book 
on  Mao’s  reincarnation  in 
Chinese  popular  cnltoFe. 

“But  Mao  had  something 
for  everyoue.  He  was  a 
sacred  monster.  Deng 
wasn’t.  Compared  to  Mao, 
he  was  reasonable,  iwg  rule 
was  measured.  It  was  dnlL 
It  was  grey.  It  was  pedes- 
trian. This,  in  a way.  Is  his 
greatness.” 

OplnioD  polls  show  that 
althoc^  Dei^  may  have 
rescued  China  firom  Maoist 
folly,  he  is  stm  less  popular 
than  Mao,  especially 
among  young  peoi^. 

Mr  Qia  says  he  wants 
Deng  treated  not  as  a 
product  but  as  revered 
icon. 

“You  don't  *bny*  a Bud- 
dhist idol  or  a pictw  of 
Jesus.  Ton  *invlte*  thn™ 
into  your  house.  Deng 
should  be  *invited’  in  the 
same  way.** 
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Benny  Crampes  lascnes  a d<^  Daisy,  yesterday  after  flood  waters  fortted  homes  to  be  evacuated  in  I«banon  Junction.  Kentudcy  PHOTOQFMPM:  CMVD  PHBJiP 


President  approves  aid  as  he  flies  home  to  view  tornado  ‘ap<»calypse’ 


Richard  Thomas 
In  Washington 


PRESIDENT  Clinton 

returned  to  his  home  state 
of  Arkansas  yesterday  to  view 
tbe  aftermath  of  “apocatyp- 
tic"  tornadoes  which  killed  SA 
people  and  iniured  200  in  the 
state  during  the  weekend. 


After  approving  federal  aid 
to  ninp  Arkansas  connties,  Mr 
Clinton  flew  helin^ter 
over  the  worst^iit  r^ions.  Ks 
sixxessm:  as  state  governor. 
Mfkp  Huckabee.  desoibed  the 
storms  — the  fiercest  for  30 
years  — as  “a  year’s  worth  of 
tornadoes,  of  simply  apocalyp- 
tic proportkms". 

Other  states,  including 


Texas.  Kentucky.  Mississippi. 
Tennessee  and  Ohio,  have 
been  bit.  Tbe  total  death  tOR 
reached  48  yesterday. 

Efforts  were  under  way  to 
contain  bursting  rivers. 
Flooding  Is  expected  to  spread 
down  the  valley  of  tbe  Ohio 
river  in  the  next  two  days  and 
communities  in  several 
counties  are  being  evacuated. 


Tornadoes  have  claimed 
more  Arkansas  lives  in  two 
days  than  in  the  whole  of  Mr 
Ginton’s  tmn  as  governor. 
‘The  storin  hit  places  and 
people  we  know  wdl.  and  our 
hearts  are  with  everyone  who 
lost  loved  ones,  hrnnes  and 

businesses.”  he  ^d. 

Mr  Clinton  was  expected  to 
announce  additional  aid  for 


thousands  of  displaced  ftim- 
Uies  and  lost  businesses. 

Meteorologists  said  the 
Storms  had  claimed  more 
lives  throughout  the  country 
than  any  since  those  of  Palm 
Sunday.  1994.  Bye  witnesses 
in  Arkansas  said  a warning 
given  30  minutes  before  tbe 
tornado  struck  probably 
saved  hundreds  oflives. 


‘Ju-ju’  gang  terrorise  Sierra  Leone 

A dreaded  ‘secret  society’  is  being  blamed  for  a mysterious 
spate  of  rapes  and  other  violence.  But  is  magic,  hysteria,  crime 
or  ethnic  politics  behind  it  all?  Claudia  McElroy  in  Bo  reports 


Peace  pact 
fails  to  end 
Indonesian 
ethnic  strife 


John  AgBonby  In  Jakarta 


Ethnic  cleansing  of  mi- 
grants is  nnnHmiing  tlDr 
abated  in  the  Indonesian 
province  of  West  WaUmantan, 
despite  a peace  treaty  being 
sig^  by  community  leaders. 

Dismas  Aji  of  a Catholic 
researoh  foundation,  Eomuni- 
kasi  Sosial,  in  Pontianak.  the 
province’s  capital,  said  yes- 
terday frequent  sporadic 
clashes  had  erupted  between 
the  indigenous  Diqraks  and 
migrants  from  Madura  since 
an  agreement  to  end  the  two 
months  of  violence  was 
reached  on  February  18. 

"I  know  at  least  20  people 
who  have  been  inUpd  in 
last  week  atone.  Tbe  majority 
ol  Madurese  have  either  left 
the  interior  or  are  -wTlrtnc 
refuge  at  mllitaiy  bases,”  he 
said.  The  elite  may  have 
signed  peace,  but  tbe  general 
nnmwmnHy  doeS  not  think 

about  pesne." 

He  said  “thousands”  of 
Madurese  had  probably  died 
in  the  clashes  that  began  at 
the  end  of  December.  7jxn 
were  still  seeking  refu^  with 
the  military  and  at  least  3,000 
had  returned  to  Madura,  an 
»«ianri  off  north-east  Java. 

Tadjul  Anwar,  a teadier 
aged  31,  sailed  back  to  Ma- 
dura with  his  femily  after 
fieeing  170  mnw«  through  foe 
jungle  to  Pontianalf 

T bad  to  escape  after  I wit- 
nessed the  Dayaks  burning 
my  house,”  be  said.  “On  the 
way  to  Pontianak  we  saw 
many  dead  bodies  on  the  side 
of  foe  road.  We  now  have 
nothing,  everything  was 
bomL” 

In  Jakarta,  the  Indonesian 
Youth  Forum  said  1,200 
people  were  missing  in  three 
of  foe  12  affected  districts  in 
the  province. 

'Ihe  latest  unrest  was  trig- 
gered by  the  stabbing  of  two 
Dayak  youths  during  a brawl 
over  a woman  at  a folk  con- 
cert, but  observers  said  tbe 
real  cause  was  decades  of 
Dayak  resentment  at  being 
marginalised. 

Masri  Sareb  Putra,  an  eth- 
nologist, said:  This  is  really 
a conflict  about  land." 


IT  IS  2am  in  the  centre  of 
Bo  town,  yet  few  pei^le 
are  slewing.  A cacoph- 
ony of  blood-curdling  yells 
and  rfatiging  of  pots  and 
pans  by  the  townspeople  in- 
dicates tlmt  the  dreaded 
Jombobla  secret  society 
has  struck  again,  one 
month  after  a 

campaign  of  terror  and  sex- 
ual violence  against  civil- 
ians in  the  sooth  and  east  of 
the  country. 

Jombobla  (which  trans- 
lates firom  the  Mende  lan- 
gosge  as  “remover  of  pnblc 
hair*0  has  terrified  even 
die-hard  sceptics  with  its 
supposed  snpematnral  pow- 
ers. In  jnrt  two  weeks,  it  is 
said  to  have  raped  at  least 
10  women  in  and  aronnd 
Bo,  sobseqnently  jdncklng 
their  paUc  hair  to  make 
empowering  fetishes  or  tal- 
ismans. Men  who  tried  to 
intervene  to  have  suf- 
fered temporary  paxnlysis. 
and  some  foow  cate,  bndses 
and  stab  wounds. 

Tenneh  Nallo,  aged  26, 
nervously  wrings  her 
hands  as  her  hnshand 
recounts  their  experience. 
T was  in  bed  with  my  wife, 
aronnd  midnight,”  he  says, 
**when  1 suddenly  felt  very 
nervous — as  if  an  evil  pres- 
ence had  entered  the  room, 


although  all  the  doors  and 
windows  were  locked.  Then 
I saw  a man  standby  at  tbe 
foot  of  the  bed,  wearing 
short  trousers  with  a belt  of 
Ju-ju  charms,  some  kind  of 
fetish  aroand  hte  nedc,  and 
a doth  cap.” 

Mbmoh  Nallo,  a member 
of  the  civil  wiiiitia  of  tradl- 
fional  hunters  known  as 
Kamafors.  who  themselves 
claim  to  have  magic  pow- 
ers, says  he  straggled  with 
the  man.  **Bot  1 became 
sleepy  and  weak,  and  foaf  s 
whra  he  jump^  on  my 
wife.  When  it  was  over,  be 
bit  into  the  fetish  aronnd 
his  neck,  there  was  a loud 
*pop’,  and  he  vanished.” 

“Onr  neighbourhood  was 
attacked  three  times  in  one 
week;  everyone  is  very 
afeaid,"  he  seys,  pointing  to 
special  leaves  hanghig  in 
foe  doorways  and  windows 
of  his  home  to  ward  off  evil 
spirits,  and  to  bmises  on 

iogg- 

Staff  at  Bo  hospital  say 
they  have  treated  more 
a dozen  people,  inrfnrfiwg  at 
least  two  men,  for  injuries 
allegedly  sustained  during 
Jombobla  attacks.  “Most 
people  complained  iff  being 
attacked  by  an  Invisible 
presence  and  wm  treated 
mainly  for  bruises  and 


swellings,”  says  Dr  Samuel 
fotUqne,  a gynaecologist. 

Contradicting  earlier 
statements  by  medical 
woxkers,  the  do^r  says  no 
rape  cases  were  refimed  to 
Mm.  But  he  adds:  **People 
complaining- of  sexual  as- 
sault were  not  educated. 


*We’re  officers  of  the 
law,  not  ju-ju  men. 
We  can’t  deal  with 
this  kind  of  thing’ 

and  some  may  have  been 
mentally  unstable . . . But  It 
may  have  been  a mistake  of 
the  hospital  not  to  check 
for  tape.” 

At  least  font  men  have 
been  arrested  In  connection 
wtfo  the  attacks.  One,  Ba- 
hegay  Lahai,  has  repor- 
tedly confessed  that  Jom- 
hobla  is  a secret  society 
comprising  52  members,  in- 
cluding 25  women.  The 
women  are  claimed  to  se- 
duce men,  especially  Eama- 
jor  hunters,  to  make  foem 
Impotent.  Most  of  foe  soci- 
ety’s members  are  allegedly 
from  foe  Temne  trib^  and 
seek  to  create  a climate  of 


terror  and  InstabUlt}’,  oust 
foe  EanuUor  hunters  firom 
foe  rivU  mlUtia  and  ulti- 
mately stage  a coup  against 
foe  government 

While  many  people  be- 
lieve the  perpetrators  are  a 
handful  of  politically  ambi- 
tions and  unscrupulous  in- 
dividuals, exploiting  ethnic 
divides  in  a bid  for  power, 
other  theories  are  put 
forward. 

Some  people  regard  Join- 
bobla  as  a form  of  occult- 
ism in  a part  of  the  country 
where  most  people  belong 
to  one  of  inany  mysti^ 
secret  societies,  steqied  in 
superstition  and  animistic 
bdlefe.  Others  believe  it  is 
the  work  of  deranged 
criminals. 

The  authorities  appear 
to  hush  foe 

up,  especially  after  one  sns- 
pe^.  Kemoh  Alpha  Amadn, 
was  beaten  by  incensed  ci- 
vilians and  later  died.-  His 
mother  insists  her  son  wss 
mentally  ill  for  years,  but 
was  harmless. 

The  police  commisrioner, 
B.E.  Kenneh,  says  three 
suspects  are  being  held  in 
protective  custody  in  Bo. 
**The  public  are  so  mueta 
against  them  that  if  they 
were  released  they  would 
be  harmed.”  he  says.  *We 
don't,  however,  have  a solid 
case  against  them,  only 
hearsay.”  Another  officer 
adds:  “We're  officers  of  foe 
law.  not  ju-ju  man.  Wo  can’t 
deal  with  this  kind  of 
folng.” 


Netanyahu  blamed  for  party  barracking  of  Likud  leaders 


Shyam  Bbatia  In  Jerusalem 


For  the  first  time  since  the 
assassination  of  the  late 
Idhour  Party  prime  minister 
Yitzhak  Rabin,  epifoets  like 
"traitor”  have  ^ain  been 
bandied  about  by  Israeli  pc^- 
ticians.  And  the  prime  minis- 
ter, Blnyamln  Netanyahu,  is 
accused  by  senior  mmnbers 
his  Likud  party  of  orchestrat- 
ing foe  name<allii%  at  Sun- 
days party  eraventton. 

Even  long-standing  Likud 
loyalists  say  they -cannot 
remember  such  low  stan- 


dards of  bfoavtour.  awit  that 
they  are  ashamed  that  tbe 
party’s  moral  values  have  de- 
generated to  such  low  levels 
under  Mr  Netanyahu. 

Rabin  was  the  target  of  a 
slanderous  campaign  by  Li- 
imd  and  other  rightwing  po- 
litical organisations,  who 

accused  him  of  botrnytng  the 
Jewish  state  by  signing  tte 
Oslo  accords  with  the  Palea- 
tinlans.  Many  Isiaelis,  indud- 
ing  his  widow  Leah,  argue 
that  this  hdped  pave  foe  way 
for  hts  assassination. 

When  Mr  Netanjteha  ar- 
rived at  Sunday’s  Tel  Aviv 


meeting  he  was  givoi  a hero’s 
welcoine  by  3j00Q  supporters. 
But  some  his  ministors  and 
colleagues  were  booed,  partio 
ularly  Benny  Begin,  the  for- 
mer minist^  of  science  and 
technology  and  on  outspoken 
critic  of  foe  prime  minister's 
policies. 

"Begin  you  traitor*'  and 
“Begin  brings  shame  on  his 
tether’s  {the  late  prinw  minis- 
ter Menacfaem  Begin]  name 
and  reputation*'  were  some  of 
the  Insults  hurled  at  him 

Similar  abuse  was  shouted 
at  the  finance  minister,  Dan 
Nterldor,  who  was  accused  by 


Mr  Netanyahu's  supports?  of 
conspiring  to  bring  down  the 
govenunem. 

T beard  the  cries  and  I was 
shocked,"  Mr  Mcridor  said. 
"In  the  aftermath  the  assas- 
sination of  Mr  Rabin,  those 
who  use  the  word  'traitor* 
oughtio  remain  silent" 

Mr  Meridor  and  Mr  Begin 
have  let  their  supporters 
know  that  they  believe  Mr 
Netanyahu  was  responsible 
for  their  hiimiltetion.  They 
claim  that  many  of  those  at- 
tending the  convention  were 
"thugs'*  who  were  told  in  ad- 
vance bow  to  behtive. 
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World  news  in  brief 

Zaireans  return 
to  looted  town 


WORLD  NEWS  7 


vnnaeernit>tnrvtMiiu>^_i 


the  centre  Of  army  operartions  to  the  r«g^ 

Renault  workers  back  strike 


3,000 jobs.this  year. 
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Ex-Bush  aide  to  get  UN  role 


to  rame  the  fonner  United  States  secretary  (tf'state  James  Baker 
as^  speda  envoy  toheip  peace  talks  in  Western  Sahara. 

_ T^aroomtme^  e^>ected  to  be  announced  soon,  win  mark  Mr 

Bakers  return  to  totemational  diplomacy  after  leavi^  the  state 

depaitiiwaii  tDJimPpesid0DtGeQra&Buigh*j8iJT»»ww>acflM  7000  pp. 

section  campaign. 

After  years  ofwar,  the  two  sides  disputing  Western  Sahara 

Mwocco  and  the  guerrillas  of  the  Foiisario  Ftoot — agreed  in  1991 
to  a ceasefire  and  a UN  supervised  referendum  on  the  r^lon’s 
luture.  But  ^sitstoreglster  voters— most  cffiiem  desert 
nomads — have  been  stymied  by  charges  ef  interference  from 

both  sides. 

Tte  Polisario  Front  recently  warned  that  it  wfll  resume  fight- 
ing ifthe  stalemate  is  not  broken. — W(*sHPigton  Pr^ 


Islamists  claim  bombs 

ISLAMIC  Ui^urnatioinaH<^rlaima«t  iwipwriknity  ypstftrday 
fiar  a series  of  bus  bombi^  carried  out  innorth  western  China 
last  week. 

MllkhiddlnMHkhlisi.flapnlcagman  farTTighiTrartloc  iw  ATma 

Ata,  the  capital  ^neigliboariiig  Sasakbstan.  said  the  bombings 
were  to  avenge  deaths  and  arrests  in  a recent  Chinese  purge  the 
separatist  movement. 

An  official  in  Urumql,  capital  ofXto]Jang  province,  said  seven 
people  had  died  and  60  were  hurt  in  three  time-bomb  esplosioas 
on  buses  in  the  city  on  Fbbrua^  21.  Uighurs  also  rialmed 
responsibility  fw  a new  blast  east  of  Yining  cm  Monday,  but  the 
Chinese  authori  ties  denied  theme  had  bem  any  more 
exidosions. itoEdo*.  Ahno  Afo. 


US  police  to  use ‘safer’ bullets 

NEW  YORK  police  wlU  soon  be  armed  with  expanding  hoILow- 
point  bnQets,  which  are  deadlier  to  their  targets  but  kinder  to 
bystanders.  The  bullets  are  not  supposed  to  rlrocbet  or  pene- 
trate walls,  tZiemeby  reduc^  toe  risk  that  a bystander  nu^t  be 
hit  by  stray  gunfire.  But  civil  rights  advocates  are  asainst  their 
use  because  of  the  devastating  wounds  they  cause. 

nie  Rev  A1  Sharpton.  a New  York  City  mayoral  randiiiffre. 
described  the  bullets  as  **a  sort  of  mobile  death  p^ialty  strat- 
egy^, and  said  he  would  oppose  their  introduction. 

'nm  i^lice  department  ordmed  9 mfllion  rounds — a 

year’s  supply at  a cost  of  $500,000. —AP.  IViszo  rorfc. 


Aid  staff  leave  Ek>ugainville 

AUSTEIAIJA  evacuated  its  aid  workers  from  toe  Papua  New 
ChtineaKxmtrotOed  UOand  (^Boogalnville  yestei^ 
imstantotoearea. 

‘Ihe  feieign  minister.  Alexander  Downer,  decided  to  stay  at 
IteOM  to  monitor  tiie  situation  ratbNT  than  go  (to  a placed  visit  to 
k&urhhis.  The  gcwenunait  also  decided  to  dose  medical  aid 
<m  Bougainville. 

lliePaiwa  New  CHiinea  militaiy  denied  a id)el  cdaim  toat 

marrwnariBB  Hart  lannc'had  a mortar  attack 
on  the  island’s  capital,  Arawa. — Reuter,  Canberra. 


Albanian  president  tightens  grip 


Berisha  sacks  army  chiefs 


Iwinna  RoheiisuiilnTlBana^ 


ALBANIA’S  Presl- 
dtent  Sail  Beri^ 
yesterday  tight* 
woed  his  grip  cm 
the  army  by  replac- 
ing its  commander  in  rbipf 
General  Shemi  Kosova,  with 
his  personal  militEiry  adviser. 
General  Adem  CopanL  The 
head  of  the  national  guard 
and  toe  army  commander  fbr 
districts  covering  the  trou* 
bled  southern  cities  of  Fler 
and  Vlore  were  also  sacked. 

The  Tirana  government 
came  under  increasing  diplo- 
matic pressure  to  con- 
cessions. with  the  European 
Union  urging  the  tbrmatkxi 
a government  of  national 
unity  to  end  the  violent  un- 
rest that  has  sent  the  south- 
ern part  of  Europe’s  poorest 
country  reeling  out  of  controL 
‘The  best  chance  of  restor- 
ing calm  and  avoiding  serious 
violence  is  to  form  a govern- 
ment of  naticmal  unity  anil 
prepare  the  way  for  new  elec- 
tions,” the  E!U  wwnTwieajnnfir 
fbr  international  affairs.  Hans 
van  den  Broek,  declared.  The 
F<tt«iga  Secretary,  Malcolm 
Rifktnd,  also  urged  co-opera- 
tion with  the  opposition. 

■nie  main  opposition  Social- 
ist Party  said  it  had  app^ed 
to  the  government  to  open 
talks  on  a new  coalition,  but 
had  found  ‘too  sense  ctf  com- 
promise” fiom  Mr  Berish& 
The  German  foreign  minis- 
ter, Klaus  Kinkel,  said  he  was 
"extremely  concerned”  anil 
urged  toe  Organisation  for 
Security  and  Co-operation  in 
Europe  to  send  a delegation 
there  ui^tly. 

Albania’s  attomey^neral, 
Alush  Dr^nshi,  has  ordered 
an  tovestigative  committee  of 
"specialists  and  court  martial 
oSkdaZs”  to  take  “all  mea- 
sures” to  investigate  direct 
military  responsibility  for  the 
wholes^  looting  of  ansy  and 
navy  depots  by  protesters  in 
toe  south.  Senior  Stas' wanted 
that,  under  the  state  of  emer- 
gency. soldiers  who  r^U^  to 
obey  orders  would  fece  severe 

piiTtishTnPnt 

An  Albanian  major  and  a 
captain  yesterday  flew  their 
two-seater  MiG-iS  filter  to  ] 


A policeman  carries  a Kalashnikov  rffle  yesterday  as  he  patrols  on  his  moped  in  KavaJa,  about  40  miles  south  of  Tirana  photograph:  eric  cabams 


an  Italian  military  airport 
near  Lecce,  in  Pt^ia,  and 
asked  for  pcOltlcal  asylum, 
toe  Italian  militaiy  said. 

The  foreign  minister,  'lYi- 
tan  Shriiu,  said  the  south  e£ 
the  country  was  “completely 
ontdfcontror. 

"Vlore  is  in  chaos”,  an  Ital- 
ian televiBion  correspondent 
said.  “The  rebels,  who  have 
seized  «tmall  military  boats, 


today  looted  food  stocks  from 
the  hospital  and  there  are 
repoite  that  a girl  four  has 
been  killed  hy  a stray  boltet" 

Witnesses  said  yesterday 
that  southern  Albanian  vil- 
lages, just  across  the  Greek 
border,  were  at  the  mercy  of 
aimed  gangs  who  had  kfiW  a 
taxi  driver,  loo^  shops  and 
set  fire  to  warehouses. 

“Carloads  of  armed  gangs 


with  automatic  weapons  and 
band  grenades  roamed 
throt^  toe  vilU^es  of  Vrys- 
sera  and  Jorgucat  throu^out 
toe  ni^t  and  early  tois  mom- 
ing,”  a resident  told  Reuters. 

The  state-run  media 
reported  that  feur  fe*nv« 
rolled  into  GJirokaster  to 
calm  toe  situation.  People 
locked  themseilves  into  th^ 
houses  or  fled  to  toe  suburbs. 


Sarande  was  in  similar  con- 
fUslon,  but  instead  of  locking 
themselves  in  people  ran  into 
the  streets  brandishing 
weapons.  'Itoe  town  of  Fier 
was  reported  as  being  frill  of 
tanks. 

The  ruling  Democratic  Par- 
ty’s newspaper,  Rillndla  De- 
mokratike,  was  the  only  one 
to  be  published  in  Albania 
yesterday.  The  European 


Broadcasting  Union  satellite, 
a vital  link  used  by  forei^ 
television  networks,  had  its 
signal  reautoorised  only  in 
toe  late  afternoon. 

Meanwhile,  Macedonia  has 
ordered  its  troops  to  increase 
their  combat  readiness  along 
the  Albanian  border,  state 
radio  said  on  Tuesday.  Mac- 
edonia fears  an  exodus  of 
refugees. 


Police  accused  of  running  riot  amid  Tirana  curfew 


Joamui  Robertsoa  fn  Tirana 


The  Botilevard  Desh- 
moret  e Eombit  — 
"Heroes  of  combat”  — 
is  dark  and  deserted  after 
curfew.  The  science  is  bro- 
ken only  by  the  roar  of 
army  trucks  and  the  drone 
of  militaxy  aircrafL  Only 
the  secret  poUoe  and  troops 
are  on  the  streets. 

Alban,  who  sports  a Stars 


' and  Stripes  tie.  points  at 
the  glass  at  the  front  of  his 
bar  — proudly  named  Spa 
Amerika  — riddled  with 
ballet  holes.  “Only  the 
police  conld  have  done 
this,”  he  says.  “It  Is  a terri- 
ble sttnattoru” 

Bis  American-style  bar 
came  under  fire  from  ma- : 
cbcine  guns  early  yesterday. 

Alban  pidcs  a bullet  sh^ 
out  of  -tlie  garishly  painted 
bar  counter.  He  says  he 


reported  toe  attach  to  police 
after  the  curfew  was  lifted. 
"They  Just  didn’t  want  to 
know.  They  said  they  knew 
nothing  about  it  but  might 
drop  by  the  bar  later.” 
Tirana  woke  yesterday  to 
a second  day  the 

ste.'te  of  emergency.  BrMd 
queues  formed  outside  bak- 
eries and  people  scurried  to 
the  market  to  buy  fruit  and 
vegetables  within  toe  short 
trading  hours. 


Roadblocks  around  the 
town  have  been  strength- 
ened with  extra  troops  and 
police.  Freedom  of  move- 
ment continues  to  be  sev- 
erely restricted  and  only 
cars  with  local  number 
plates  are  to  be  seen  on  the 
roads. 

Gangs  of  secret  police  in 
leather  Jackets  hang 
around  street  comers  talk- 1 
ing  on  two-way  radios. ' 
More  are  seen  cruising  up  ! 


and  down  the  boulevard  in 
expensive  foreign  cars. 

The  roadblocks  are 
manned  by  bored-looldng 
police  in  tired  bine  uni- 
fonns.  Three  young  girls , 
stand  morosely  outside  a j 
boarded-np  cafe.  "We  don’t  I 
know  what  this  is.  This  is  ; 
barely  existence,  this  is  not ' 
living,”  one  says. 

With  cafes  and 
bosinesses  forced  to  closed 
by  mid-aftemoon  there  is 


little  to  do  is  the  few  hours 
before  the  curfew,  and  with 
groups  restricted  to  four 
Iteople  it  is  dlCDcoU  to  relax 
and  Joke. 

In  the  past  two  days  of 
chaos,  s^ing  has  come  to 
Tirana,  with  warm  sun- 
shine and  the  trees  begin- 
ning to  flower,  ne  girls 
outside  the  cafe  say  they 
would  ncnrmally  go  to  the 
beach,  but  even  that  has 
been  closed  now. 
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Ethiopia  in  drought  plea 

ii*t’'hvyia  has  icMi^  an  iifgpntappealfor  help  for  drought  victiins 
In  soutTier"  Rrvi  ****«tm’n  parts  of  the  eountrv.  where  tlte  failure  of 
iafity»»*^-*Get»inw‘rainflishavingadraiTMtifinnDagt<mtoethe 
larg^  nomadic  population. 

Theoountry’sDisasterPrepaFednessandPreventionOoiiimis- 
skn  has  asked  fbr  taukNTS  to  help  cany 'water. 

In  Borana,  in  the  fer  south,  the  distance  between availaMe 
patiiiiw  anil  grBaiiahiP  water  is  greater  than  two  day’s  walk,  and 
cattle  are  dying  from  exhaustiim  Overcrowding  ofherdshas  led 
to  toe  ^iread  of  livesto^  diseases. — Alice  Mhrth^  Addis  Ahoho. 

Refugees  glimpse  safely 


Dead  poet  stirs  Turkish  society 


Stephen  Kinzer  in  Istanbul  on  how  a debate  over  the  fate  of 
a literary  genius  reflects  emerging  conflicts  in  his  homeland 


toe  Karm  NatUmal  Cnira  are  tracked  to  a safer  eanip  deeper 
ittsideTliaUandyesterdsy  PH0TO8RAPH;eHAHi£8WARARAK 


s TUREEJY  settles  into 
^^what  is  likely  to  be  an 
^P^Lextended  confrontation 
between  secular  and  pro-Is- 
latnie  forces,  symbols  are  tak- 
ing on  exaggerated  political 
hnportanoe  for  both  sides. 

p^haps  no  individoal  crys- 
tallises the  conflict  better 
than  toe  late  Nazim  Hikmet, , 
atheist,  communist  and  one  of ' 
Turkey’s  greatest  literary  | 
figures. 

Since  his  death  in  Moscow 
in  1963.  Hikmefs  reputation 
in  his  native  country  has 
grown  steadily.  For  years  his 
books  were  banned  and  the 
mere  mention  of  his  name 
was  wnnugh  to  justify  axTest, 
but  tod^  new  editions  of  his 
works  are  streaming  off  toe 
presses,  theatres  are  present- 
ing his  plays  and  singers  are 

turning  his  poems  into  hits. 

Hikmefs  rehabilitation  is 
not  complete,  howevn*.  His 
body  lies  in  a Russian  ceme- 
tery, a 1^  decree  strip- 


ping him  of  Turkish  citizen- 
ship remains  in  force.  Admits 
ers  want  to  bring  his  remains 
bac^  posthumously  restore 
his  rlriwtnghip  ynil  put  Up  a 
statue  of  hhn  Ui  IstanbuL 
But  toe  Hslamlo-based  Wei- 
fere  Party,  whicb  controls 
both  toe  culture  ministry  and 
Istanbul's  ci^  tiaHj  is  inftiMMi 
with  religious  and  cultural 
conservatism.  It  is  not  likely 
to  tolerate  official  steps  to 
rehabffitate  Hikmet 
"The  political  climate  is  not 
right,"  said  Ay  din  Aybay. 
i-haii-man  of  toe  Nazlm  Hik- 
met Culture  and  Art  Founda- 
tion. which  is  dedicated  to 
preserving  toe  poefs  mem- 
ory. "There's  no  point  in 
piishing  these  Ideas  now.  It 
would  only  Increase  tension, 
anil  that's  Bomathing  W6  need 
to  avoid  in  Turkey  today.” 
Several  celebrations  have 
been  held  to  observe  the  95th : 
anniversary  of  Hikmefs  ' 

birth.  An  exhibitiOD  of  his  let- 


ters and  manuscripts, 
together  with  portraits  of  him 
by  leading  Turkish  artists, 
has  been  staged  in  Istanbul, 
and  toe  (gening  reception 
drew  a glittering  crowd. 

"There  is  a great  thirst  for 
informatioD  about  him,”  said 
Eiymet  Coskun,  who  orga- 
nised tbe  KbibjUon. 

Hikmet  wrote  his  first 
poems  at  the  age  of  11  and 
I published  a collection  five 
' years  later.  He  attended  the 
j nsn^  aradomy  in  Istanbul, 
but  hic  military  career  was 
cut  short  by  illness. 

On  a trek  across  Anatolia 
in  his  late  teens,  he  met  sev- 
eral Turkish  cnmmTinists.  Im- 
pressed with  their  idealism 
and  fim-inatad  by  the  promise 
o£  Bolshevism,  he  joined  the 
party,  which  was  banned  in 

Turkey  in  1923. 

During  toe  next  15  years  he 
published  nearly  a dozen 
books,  but  was  constantly  in 
trouble  with  the  authorities 


and  spent  several  years  in  jail 
on  political  charges. 

Id  1938  he  was  sentenced  to 
28  years  on  charges  of  incit- 
ing a military  revolt  Tbe 
main  evidence  against  him 
was  that  cadets  had  been  dis- 
covered reading  his  books. 

As  his  health  deteriorated, 
leftwing  groups  cuganised  a 
worldwide  rampaign  for  his 
release.  His  supporters  in- 
cluded Jean-Paul  Sartre. 
Pablo  Neruda,  Yevgeny  Yev- 
tushenko and  PaUoPicassa 

Hikmet  was  released  in 
1950.  After  toe  authorities 
sought  to  force  Mm  into  mill, 
tary  service  at  the  age  of  48  be 
fled  to  the  Soviet  Union, 
where  he  lived  for  toe  rest  of 
his  life. 

Among  Hikmefs  strongest 
defenders  in  Turkey  is  Suk- 
ran  KurdakuL  a prominent 
poet  and  literary  historian 
and  a dedicated  secularist. 

"His  works  touch  the  sensi- 
bility of  aH  kinds  of  people, 
regardless  of  politics,”  be 
said.  "Ifs  a shame  that  our 
government  has  not  been  ctvi- 
lised  enough  to  honor 
him."  — New  York  Times. 


Guest  workers 
‘built  economy’ 


Reuter  In  Berlin 

The  German  president 
Roman  Herzog  said  yes- 
tmrlay  that  his  coun- 
try’s economic  strength  was 
due  in  part  to  foreign  work- 
ers, and  that  Germans  were 
wrong  (0  believe  foreigners 
were  taking  away  their  jobs. 

Speaking  in  ^rlin  at  the 
German  opening  of  the  Euro- 
pean Year  against  Racism,  he 
urged  Germans  to  build 
bridges  to  the  fbreigners  in 
their  midst. 

The  ceremony  was  dis- 
rupted by  a group  of  guests 
who  unfurled  a banner  pro 
testing  against  a recent  gov- 
ernment decision  restricting 
the  rights  of  some  foreign  res- 
idents’ children.  Many  stood 
and  applauded  the  gesture, 
made  while  the  mayor  Ber- 
lin. Bberhard  Diepgen.  was 
speaking. 

Mr  Herzog  said:  “It  is 
wrong  to  say  foreigners  are 


living  from  welfare  or  in  need 
of  support  here  Rather,  it  is 
more  the  case  that  they  have 
made  considerable  contribu- 
tions to  toe  economic  success 
of  Germany  as  workers  and 
Independent  businessmen.” 

A January  unemployment 
record  of  4.66million,  the 
highest  since  Hitler  came  to 
power  in  1933,  has  sparked  ac- 
cusations that  foreigners 
hav-e  been  stealing  jobs  Croon 
Germans. 

Mainstream  politicians 
have  long  refrained  from  di* 
rectly  linking  rising  unem- 
ployment to  toe  8 millioQ  for- 
eign residents,  in  part  to 
avoid  being  accused  of  fi>- 
Planting  racial  unrest 

^t  in  January  the  finance 
minister,  Theo  Waigel.  said  It 
was  “grot^ue"  that  millions 
of  Germans  urere  unemployed 
while  so  many  foreigners 
were  working  here. 

Several  other  conservative 
political  leaders  have  echoed 
his  sentiment 


Space  Station  fails  to  dock  OptiiTiistic  Solcins  fllss  to  MOSCOW  to  cHscuss  cissi 


T^^StttoiptotlteorWtingmodulel^  . 

Mlsskm  control  spokesman  Nilmlai 
imiaetoedpekingfaflute 

niay  HPW  have  to.be  abaodcmed.  was  ^no  jmi 

only  fbr  tl«  fiJd  left  to  Ms  tanks. -- Mwcoift 


Olt  is  the  opinion  off  this  writer 
that  the  single  element  most 
lacking  in  contemporary 

fiction  is  good  descriptions 
offeating  contests. 

Nicholas  Lezard  on  Tibor  Fischer 


John  Primer  In  Brussels 

NATO  has  drawn  np  a 
‘‘poUtically  btodtog” 
draft  agreement  de- 
slyted  to  bring  Russia 
closer  to  the  alliance  as  It 
prepares  to  recruit  new 
members  In  central  Europe 
thisyear. . 

Encouraged  by  pn^ptess 
in  with  the  Russian 
goveminmit,  tbe  Nato  sec- 
retary-general, Javier  So- 
lana,  flies  to  Moscow  this 
weekend  to  discuss  the 
draft  text  with  the  Russian 
fnrptgn  mxnistter,  Yevgeny 
Pximakov. 

In  an  interview  with  the 
Guardian  before  holding 
faites  in  London  yesterday 


with  government  ministers 
and  opporition  leaders,  Mr 
Solana  stressed  the  impor- 
tance of  the  planned  sum- 
mit meeting  between  Presi- 
dents Clinton  and  Yritsin 
In  fhifl  month.  It 

could  “strike  a deal”  which 
would  lead  to  a formal 
agreement  between  Russia 
and  Naio  on  security  cok^ 
oration  and  finther  cuts  to 
nuclear  and  conventioiial 
arms.  But  although  poZfti* 
cally  binding,  the  draft 
agreement  would  not  be  a 
iitpai  treaty  of  tbe  kind 
sou^t  by  Moscow. 

Mr  SOlana  said  he  was  op- 
I tinSstic  but  that  conditions 
j 'Were  not  yet  ri^t.  Even 
I with  an  accord  between  the 
! United  States  and  Russia 


much  detailed  work  would 
•ha  VP  to  be  dime  before  a 
fhU<acale  agreement  could 
be  signed.  In  the  mean  time, 
Nato  Is  trying  to  assuage 
Russian  fears  that  its  seen- 
zity  could  be  threatened  by 
the  alliance's  planned 
enlaiRamant. 

"We  have  said  there  is  no 
need  for,  and  we  have  no 
piawB  for,  tbe  siting  of  nu- 
clear weapons  on  the  soil  of ' 
the  new  member  states.  We 
have  also  said  that  in  prin- 
ciple there  is  no  need  for 
the  statieming  of  foreign 
troops  In  these  countries.” 
Tbe  Rossians.  however, 

I are  stiU  worried  about  Nato 
: military  infrastructure 
' being  moved  into  tbe  new 
I Nato  states,  and  they  are 


less  than  enthusiastic 
about  the  West’s  proposals 
for  ftiTther  cuts  in  conven- 
tional Ibrces.  1^  Solana  in- 
sists that  the  level  of  no- 
tary infrastructure  to  be 
put  into  the  candidate 
members  (Poland.  Hunga- 
ry, tbe  Czech  republic  and 
possibly  Slovenia  and 
Romania)  would  be  “ex- 
tremely limited”  — 0.3  per 
cent  of  all  Nato  spendii^. 

He  hopes  that  some  of  tbe 
most  sensitive  military 
issues  po^  by  enlarge- 
ment can  be  dritased  in  a 
new  round  of  conventional 
force  redactions,  "These 
n^ttatlons  are  absolutely 
crucial,”  he  said.  "They 
should  decrease  tbe  [oveiv 
all]  level  of  armaments. 


and  in  porticnlar  in  the 
most  sensitive  regions.  It 
will  take  some  time  to  nego- 
tiate, bnt  1 «"» cmifident  we 
can  get  a framework  agree- 
ment which  will  be  very  im- 
portant fbr  the  Russians.” 
The  secretary-general 
underlined  that  althougji 
the  decision  on  new  mem- 
bers will  be  taken  this  July, 
they  will  not  actually  Join 
until  June  1999.  Until  then 
closer  co-operation  be- 
tween Nato  and  Russia 
might  (Q»en  np  new  possi- 
bilities for  more  radical 
developments. 

Might  Ros^  even  end  np 
Inside  Nato  itsi^  as  a full 
member?  "That  is  not  On 
the  immediate  agenda  for 
ourselves  or  for  the  Rus- 


sians. Bat  I believe  you 
should  never  say  never.** 
Mr  Solana  said.  Others  in 
Nato  go  further,  M«Hwg 
that  eventual  Russian 
membership  might  even  be 
toclnded  in  the  proposed 
charter. 

Mr  Solana  is  also  trying 
to  tie  up  the  loose  ends  in 
Nato's  internal  restmetnr- 
ing.  designed  to  give  it  a 
military  capacity  to  meet 
new  seenrity  challenges 
and  to  create  a stronger 
"European  security  and  de- 
fence identity”. 

Bnt  the  continuing  spat 
between  tbe  Frracb  and  the 
Americans  over  who 
shonld  run  Nato’s  sensitive 
southern  command  base  in 
Naples  is  holding  things  up. 
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Ken’s  got  it  almost  right 

But  Labour  is  likely  to  prove  the  beneficiary 


SIB  LEON  BRITTAN  has  hit  the  mark. 
Europe’s  trade  commissioner  says  in  an 
interview  with  the  Guardian  today  Chat 
the  Conservatives  ought  in  tactical 
terms  to  be  playing  what  he  calls  the 
party’s  “strong  suit”  — the  economy  — 
during  the  election  campaign  instead  of 
becoming  enmeshed  in  a divisive  dfr 
bate  on  Europe.  Lord  Howe,  the  former 
chancellor,  said  something  similar  yes- 
terday and  even  Tony  Blair  warned 
that  the  Tories  were  making  a “historic 
mistake”  in  the  way  they  have  posi- 
tioned themselves  over  Europe.  There 
is  something  of  a Greek  tragedy  in  the 
way  the  Conservatives  are  tearing 
themselves  apart  just  when  the  econo- 
my — which  is  supposed  to  win  them 
the  election  — is  in  reasonable  health. 

pai^y  as  a result  of  all  this.  Kenneth 
Clarke’s  eulogy  about  economic  policy. 
deUvered  in  the  City  yesterday,  will 
almost  certainly  have  no  effect  at  all  on 
the  way  people  vote.  Mr  Clarke  claimed 
not  just  that  the  UK  economy  is  in 
better  shape  than  many  of  its  European 
nei^bours  but  that  Britain's  pioneer- 
ing methods  — including  privatisation, 
the  private  finance  initiative  and  the 
reform  of  institutions  like  the  IMF  and 
the  World  Bank  — have  helped  sha^ 
global  economic  thinking.  There  is 
some  truth  in  all  of  these  claims  but 
hardly  anyone  is  taking  any  notice. 
Why?  It  is  partly  because  the  rest  of  the 
world  has  been  sold  a vision  of  privati- 
sation based  on  early  successes  like 
British  Airways  and  British  Steel  while 
we  are  landed  with  the  consequences  of 
the  unpopular  sale  of  the  utilities  where 
monopoly  profits  are  so  rife  that  even 
the  prospe^  of  a £3  to  £4  billion  tax  by 
an  incoming  Labour  administration 
causes  few  ripples  of  dissension.  The 
success  of  Tory  micro-economic  poli- 
cies l^e  privatisation  and  labour  mar- 
ket r^orm  have  in  any  case  been  more 
dian  ofi&et  by  the  failures  of  macro- 
economic  policy  which  plunged  the 


country  into  unnecessarily  steep  reces- 
sions twice  in  a decade.  Voters  haven’t 
forgotten.  Since  tiie  last  recession, 
macro-enonomic  policy  under  Mr 
Clarke’s  pragmatic  steers^  improved 
enormously  — imtii  tiie  election  started 
to  loom  over  the  horizon.  This  made  Mr 
Clarke  recoil  fixun  the  necessary  fiscal 
tightening  (in  the  form  of  tax  increases) 
to  cool  spending  and  reduce  debt  It  has 
also  prevented  him  ftom  tackling  the 
surge  in  ateriing  (it  has  risen  a startUng 
23  per  cent  gainst  the  D-mark  since  the 
start  of  1996)  which  will  soon  make 
large  swathes  of  manufacturing  indus- 
try uncompetitive.  Yesterday  British 
Steel  was  warning  of  impendii^  redun- 
dancies. It  Is  ironic  that  a chancellor 
who  made  his  nama  from  the  pOSt-ERM 
period  when  a weaker  pound  restored 
competitiveness,  should  so  uncon- 
ceme^  preside  over  a period  when  an 
overvalued  currency  is  eroding  that 
liard'Won  competitiveness  very  fast. 

So  when  Mr  Clarke  said  yestotiay 
that  Britain  was  uniquriy  well  placed  to 
benddt  &om  the  new  opportunities  in 
the  world  market  he  might  as  well 
have  said  that  Tony  Blair’s  Britain  was 
unique  placed  to  benefit  If  Mr  Blair 
wins  the  election  then  fbr  the  first  time 
a Labour  administration  will  inherit  an 
economy  which  is  in  reasomahle  shape 
despite  some  serious  problems  — in- 
cluding an  uncompetitive  currency  and 
a lar^  bud^  deficit  Even  the  long- 
delayed  revival  of  capital  investment 
gftpms  at  last  to  be  happenii^  Mr 
Clarke  added  to  Labour’s  joy  yesterday 
by  saying  that  he  is  more  optimistic 
about  the  world  economy  now  than  for 
a veiy  long  while.  In  these  circum- 
stances the  job  of  an  incoming  Labour 
government  won’t  be  to  do  something 
brilliant  and  unexpected  with  macro- 
economic  policy  but  merely  to  sit  tij^t 
and  avoid  mistakes  that  could  harm  the 
economy.  As  every  Tory  chancdlor  will 
you,  that  is  easier  said  than  done. 


The  cost  of  a free  nuclear  lunch 

Disposal  is  one  thing  but  what  about  future  generation? 


WHERE  THERE  IS  nuclear  power  there 
will  be  nuclear  waste.  That  is  the 
simple  truth  underlined  by  tiie  impress 
sive  anti-nuclear  protest  in  northern 
Germany,  as  30,000  police  escort  a train 
conveying  six  waste  containers  to  the 
intended  storage  site.  The  German  pi^ 
lie  has  been  sensitive  towards  nuclear 
issues  ever  since  the  coimtry  be:sime 
the  prime  European  theatre  for  nuclear 
confrontation.  The  current  protest 
against  the  shipment  to  Gorleben  in 
Lower  Saxony  builds  on  similar  efforts 
in  previous  years.  It  has  aroused  partic- 
ular hostility  in  the  local  community 
whose  doubts  are  he^tened  by  the 
temporary  nature  of  toe  storage  site:  a 
nearby  salt-mine  is  still  being  evsTniTiad 
for  permanent  suitability.  This  is  a 
familiar  tale  in  other  countries,  includ- 
ing Britain,  where  storage  is  contem- 
plated. The  facilities  are  inadequate, 
toe  precautions  untested,  and  the  basic 
question  remains  unanswered:  is  there 
any  way  of  guaranteeing  that  nuclear 
waste  can  be  stored  safely  for  toe  indefi- 
nite future? 

The  US  Energy  Department  is  now 
nearing  toe  end  of  a 14  year  period, 
funded  by  a tax  on  toe  consumption  of 
reactor-produced  electricity,  to  achieve 
toe  safe  disposal  of  hi^-grade  radio- 
active waste.  Last  month  it  admitted 
that  it  would  not  be  able  to  complete 
development  of  a suitable  permanent 
site  until  the  year  2010.  Even  a tempo- 
rary site  would  not  be  ready  till  2001. 
The  problem  is  compounded  by  toe 
retirement  of  several  reactors  at  an 


earlier  date  than  expected,  generating 
more  nudear  waste.  Ihe  British  pro- 
gramme to  build  an  underground  waste 
depository  at  Sellafield  will  not  be  com- 
plete till  2015  at  best  now  toe  project  is 
beset  by  new  doubts  that  its  safety  can 
ever  be  fully  guaranteed.  And  this  plan 
is  only  intended  to  deal  with  low  and 
intermediate-level  waste.  The  search 
for  a site  for  disposal  of  h^-level  waste 
bas  not  even  begun.  Failure  to  meet 
deadlines  is  a common  feature  across 
the  industry.  The  Thorp  plant,  also  at 
Sellafield,  is  way  bdiind  tai^  in 
reproofing  sp^t  fud,  much  of  which 
has  already  been  stor^  above  ground 
for  years. 

All  of  this  adds  up  to  the  now  familiar 
truth  that  in  nud^  as  in  every  other 
form  of  energy  production  toere  is  no 
such  thing  as  fiiee  consumption.  The 
hidden  costs  are  huge,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be  paid  fbr  decades  and  even 
hundreds  of  years.  Deep  burial  is  proba- 
bly tiie  best  solution — but  its  long-term 
safety  requires  absolute  confidence 
both  in  the  permanency  of  geological 
structures  and  toe  impermeal^ty  of  all 
artificial  or  natural  casings.  Quite 
apart  from  the  problem  of  civilian  plu- 
tonium and  related  wastes,  there  are 
even  laiger  quantities  of  milita^  pluto- 
nium to  be  disposed  of  Dismantling 
nudear  weapons  increases  the  stor^ 
dai^r  even  as  it  decreases  the  risk  of 
war.  The  only  solution  is  an  imperfect 
one:  dispose  of  all  the  existii^  waste  as 
best  as  possible.  The  real  lesson  is  not 
to  generate  any  more. 


The  Great  Tory  Leadership  Race 

If  the  leaders  drop  out  Mr  Hague's  chances  will  be  less  vague 


WILLIAM  HAGUE,  the  London  Eve- 
ning Standard  explained  yesterday,  is 
sron  as  a potential  future  Tory  leader. 
His  chances  of  achieving  this  gnai,  the 
paper  continued,  will  almost  certainly 
have  been  improved  by  his  annminrci- 
ment  this  week,  that  he  is  to  marry  the 
delightftilly  named  Ms  PQon  Jenkins, 
who  has  worked  until  recently  in  the 
Welsh  Secretary’s  private  office. 

Well,  that’s  as  may  be,  though  the 
best  of  luck  to  them  both.  But  Mr 
Hague’s  chances  would  seem  to  depend 
on  something  rather  more  than  jugt  ^ 
happy  marriage.  Accordi^  to  oiu:  ICM 
poll  this  week,  Mr  Hague  has  the  back- 
ing of  a mere  one  per  cent  of  the 
electorate  in  his  leadership  bid,  albeit 
in  a wide-open  field  of  at  least  IS 
candidates.  This  is  obviously  a start 
but  it  leaves  him  struggling  to  break 

out  of  a pack  of  five  back-markers 

Virgmia  Bottomley,  Stephen  Dorrell, 
Ian  Lang  and  Peter  LiUey  are  the  others 


— all  of  whom  also  roistered  only  one 
per  cent  support 

So  is  there  nothing  to  choose  between 
the  five?  A closer  analysis  si^gests  that 
there  may  be.  Mr  Dorrell  leads  the  one- 
percenters  with  the  support  of  15  people 
in  the  poll,  while  Mr  Lang  has  13,  Mr 
Hague  and  Mrs  Bottomley  10  egch  and 
Mr  LiUey  only  nine.  But  Mr  H^;ue’s  10 
and  Mia  Bdiomley’s  10  are  nii^dg  up 
differently.  Mr  Hs^e  appeals  more  to 
men  and  young  voters  — both  groups 
where  toe  Tories  are  currently  losing 
out  badly  to  Labour,  and  he  has  three 
supporters  among  Tory  defectors, 
where  Mrs  B hag  none  at  alL 

Sihee  toe  top  three  candidates  in  our 
poll  — John  Major,  Michael  Heseitina, 
and  Baroness  Thatdier  — may  aU  not 
stand,  the  race  is  actually  excitingly 
open.  Mr  Hague  may  have  only  one  per 
cent  so  far,  but  thingg  are  moving  Hig 
way.  The  love  of  a good  woman  may 
make  all  the  difference. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

The  BBC,  feeing  close  scrutiny 


The  Conservatives 

squeal  because  individ- 
ual BBC  Journalists  are 
not  sufficiently  deferential, 
but  they  know  perfectly  well 
that  tbe  BBC  gives  tbexn  a 
huge  advantage  in  tbe  quan- 
tity of  time  on  News  and  Car- 
rent  Afifelrs  devoted  to  Inter- 
viewing Tory  politicians 
(Letters,  bfarch  4).  lliis  is  not 
a purely  subjective  impres- 
sion. 1 have  often  proved  it  by 
recording  and  timing  specific 
programmes  or  coverage. 

In  particnlar,  I have  twice 
recorded  a full  day's  outout  on 
the  day  after  local  electimis, 
mi  the  assumption  that  the  oc- 
caskui  would  warrant  equit- 
able treatment  of  aB  tiuree 
main  parties.  On  both  days, 
the  Conservatives  enjoyed 
over  two-thirds.  Labour  about 
a quarter,  and  the  Liberal 
Democrats  around  10  per  cent 
of  tile  programme  time. 

On  Friday  May  3 1996,  for 
instance,  B)^  tetevisuHi  gave 
33  representatives  of  the  Con- 
servatives a total  of  3.329 
seconds  of  coverage,  which 
amounted  to  82  per  cent 
that  given  to  all  parties. 
Labour’s  nine  representatives 
were  given  387  seconds  (10  per 
cent  of  the  total).  the 
seven  LibDnns  351  seomds  (9 
percenQ. 

Every  T017  Party  dbadnoan 
launches  a pre-election  attack 


on  “BBC  bias”  in  order  to 
claim  tire  lion’s  share  of  BBC 
attention  during  the  campaign 
— and  it  works  every  time. 
Anna  B Hodgetts. 

1 Franklands  Court, 
Greenlands  Drive, 

Burgess  HiQ, 

Sussex  RH15QAS. 

Ybn  are  right  (Leader, 
March  4)  that  what  really 
is  on  trial  is  the  quali^  of  the 
debate.  IPs  not  just  the  Tories, 
but  an  three  main  parties 
which  constantly  esert  pres- 
sure on  the  BBC  r^arding  im- 
partiality and  airtime. 

And  yet  aU  three  receive  sat- 
uration coverage  on  the  news 

and  in  political  pmgrammaa. 

With  their  positions  on  the 
main  fesues  now  Well  known, 
and  so  rnwiarirahTy  ahwflar,  as 

they  all  focus  on  lhat  cru^ 
group  of  middle<dass  floating 
voters  In  seats,  we 

can  indeed  expect  the  debate 
to  reach  news  depths  of  bore- 
dom and  triviality. 

Whilst  much  of  the  tdame 
for  this  is  due  to  our  appalUng 
Electoral  system,  the  broad- 
casters are  equally  culpable, 
for  both  placing  so  much  em- 
phasis on  Westminster  poli- 
tics. and  for  allowing  the 
mainstream  pniiHrians  to  so 
dominate  pcdMcal  debate. 

If  the  Green  Party  were  allo- 
cated just  one  per  cent  of  pedit- 


ical  airHma  (lees  titan  our  ac- 
tual stqiport  in  the  country) 
we  would  be  Jumping  fbr  joy. 
Like  Dr  Mawhinney,  the 
Green  Party  has  also 
requested  a meeting  with 
Tony  Han  (Chief  Executive, 
BBC  News  and  Current  Af- 
feirs).  We  have  si^gested  that 
a way  to  open  op  the  debate 
would  be  to  Inchate  a Green 
occasicaiaUy. 

Peter  Barnett 

Director  Communications, 

Ihe  Green  Party. 

49  York  Road.  Aldershot 
Hampshire  GUll  3JQ, 

^PHERE  Is  something  incmi- 
I groous  In  your  report 
comment  that  Brian  Mawhinr 
ney  considers  three  in  four 
BBC  Journalists  to  dlqihy  left- 
wing  (presumably  anti-Tory) 
pr^udices.  Given  that  only  42 
per  cant  of  the  voting  popula- 
tion In  1992  suppcMd^  the 
Tories,  it  appears  more  than 
two  althnngh  Iprc  than  three 
out  of  four  of  the  electorate 
also  display  “leftwing 
prejudice". 

allowing  for  Mawhln- 
ney's  natural  exaggeration,  it 
seems  tiiat  even  If  the  BBC 
does  project  antl-Conservative 
views  it  does  no  more  than 
r^resent  public  opinion. 

It  Is  disturbing  that  a 
minority  should  fed  free  to 
resent  tbe  e]q>ressi<Hi  (£  ma- 


jority opinion,  particularly 
wbea  they  have  advanced  nar- 
row sectional  interests. 

Rob  Evans. 

BroDawel,  Llandegfen, 
Gwynedd,  Cymru  LL59  ST  A. 

The  latest  attack  on  the 
BBC  demonstrates  tbe 
panic  the  Government  is  expe- 
riencing. The  vast  Increase  in 
unemployment  homelessness, 
crime,  poverty,  poor  health, 
crumbling  schools,  violence, 
pollution,  corporate  greed  and 
corruption  in  public  life  over 
the  past  17  or  18  years  seens 
tn  have  nothing  to  do  with  this 
Govemmmxt  and  how  people 
perceive  it. 

Now  it  is  blaming  the  BBC 
fbr  its  unpopularity.  I expect  it 
wiD  blame  the  dectorate  fbr 
voting  if  and  vtofm  it  is 
defeated. 

JRigden. 

45ArtaeiehRoad. 

London  N1 4HS. 

Charles  Lewington.  ckMh 
servative  communica- 
tioos  director,  tpns  BBC 
Journalists  weeping  at  the  1992 
Section  resuit,  and  deduces 
that  they  were  Labour  sup- 
porters. Has'  It  never  occurred 
to  him  that  they  were  weeping 
fbr  their  countiy? 

Chris  Trade. 

I32e  Brlxtcn  HUI. 

London  IRS. 


Penalty  fares 

The  proposed  sell-off  of  the 
London  Underground  is 
just  the  latest  in  a long  line  of 
attempis  to  gain  more  revenue 
fbr  the  Exchequer  (SeD-off  to 
fund  Tube  update,  February 
26;  Letters,  March  1). 

Economic  policy  since  the 
eaiiy  iteOs  amounts  to  turn- 
ing as!^  into  cash,  and  then 
spending  the  cash;  despite 
which  we  are  stDl  left  with  an 
unmanageable  PSBR  and  an 


endless  revenue  crisis  — be- 
canse  toe  economy  is  generat- 
ing insufficient  wealth. 

Any  new  administration 
after  May  1 has  to  tacUe  that 
as  its  first  priority.  No 
amount  of  experimenting 
with  different  ways  of  cutting 
up  toe  cake  wiU  do:  the  cake 
simply  has  to  be  made  larger. 
Geoff  palmer. 

47  Burton  Fields  Road, 
Stamford  Bridge. 

York. 

\ A /HEUB  any  decision  to  in- 
V V vest  in  long-term  public 
transport  must  be  applauded, 
only  to  a Londoner  could  the 
inevitable  flitore  feilure  of 
the  London  Underground  be 
considered  a matter  of 
national  importance.  While 
everywhere  else  In  toe  UK 


had  our  bus  s^vices  priva- 
tised and  descend  into  chaos, 
London  was  privileged  to 
retain  a coherent  public  ser- 
vice. London  is  still  privi- 
l^ed.  The  urgent  matter  is  to 
return  public  transport  to 
public  service,  and  then  to  in- 
vest in  public  transport 
countrywide. 

JaneCamalL 
63  Montgomery  Street, 
Edinbu^  EH7  5HZ. 

Let  those  who  benefit  pay. 

The  London  Underground 
receives  the  direct  contrlbn- 
tions  of  the  passenger  but  not 
the  oontributions  of  those 
who  benefit  from  its  presence. 
The  landlords  of  Soutowark 
have  nahmaiTy  reflected  the 
arrival  of  the  Jubilee  Line  In 
an  increase  in  rents. 

Fart  of  rental  Income  in  the 


areas  served  by  the  Under- 
ground system  is  therefore 
due  to  its  presence.  Let  not 
the  Underground  be  a drain 
on  central-government  fi- 
nance when  the  estate  a^nts 
and  surveyors  know  its  value 
to  the  landlords. 

The  Underground  plays  a 
vital  part  in  the  capital’s  eco- 
nnnie  system.  A site-value 
rating  system  directly 
to  the  added  value  provided 
by  the  Tube  conld  to  se- 
cure its  fkitnre. 

Gregory  Thompson. 

Flats, 

29  Trinity  Church  Square, 
London  SEl  4HY. 


We  do  not  publish  letters  where 
only  an  e-mail  address  is 
supplied;  please  include  a full 
postal  address,  and  a daytime 
telephone  number. 


Dark  thoughts 

|AV1D  Edgar  (Shocking 
^entertainment?  March  i; 
Eietters,  March  4)  passes  over 
tbe  common  complaint  that 
some  nims  rely  on  an 
inappropriate,  limited  res- 
ponse to  Itillii^  and  danger  to 
be  entertaining.  Does  fic- 
tional  violence  per  se  prompt 
us  to  fed  extremes,  realise 
others'  pain,  confront  the 

dark  side? 

Sux^  tbe  opposite  is  tree 
in  apparently  realistic  fUma 
where  violent  events  occasion 
fdee  and  hilailty,  or  the  ef- 
fects oi  violence  are  dossal 
over. 

Also,  to  be  really  horrify- 
ing, ghastly  events  don't  have 
to  be  es^liciL  If  they  are,  it 
could  be  because  audiences 
are  asmimed  to  be  otherwise 
unarousable,  or  are  not  ex- 
pected to  use  fanaginatinn 
Why  put  the  trivialifilng  and 
imaglnation-Feduclng  violent 
films  in  the  same  boat  as 
those  that  do  elicit  tiie  sltock, 
toTor,  pity,  etc  that  we  some- 
times want  to  experlenee  in  a 
fictional  context? 

Mary  Dortch. 

62NdlsonRoad, 

WhitstaMe,  Sent  CIE  lEA. 


Our  bodies,  our  judges’  selves 


WB  are  outraged  that  the 
Court  of  Appeal  has 
apparently  legislated  pr^nant 
women's  autcxKxny  out  <x  exis- 
tence. whED  forcing  a woman 
wito  a breech  to  have  a 
Caesarean  (Court’s  fawi  ruling 
forces  Caesarean.  March  IX 
lllls  woman  was  nrt  in 
labonr  and  her  life  was  not  In 
danger.  Yet  she  was  bdd  to  be 
“inoompetept"  to  refuse  sur- 
gery. *niis  is  the  culminatioa 
of  a series  of  cases  in  which 
hospitals  have  applied  to  toe 
courts  after  women  refused  ot^ 
st^rlc  intervention. 

In  all  these  cases,  why  was 
the  abdication  made  to  . the 
court?  Simply  because  the 
woman  was  smrimng  her 
legal  right  to  refuse  suxgery.  If 
she  accepted  her  doctors’  ad- 
vice to  liave  surgery,  her  dec- 
ision would  never  be  dial- 
lenged.  Since  when  has 
competency  depAided  on  the 
answers  people  give  to  partic- 
ular questions?  This  smacks 
of  tbe  Star  Chaznber,  wltchr 
hunts  and  poUtica!  "show" 
trials.  It  is  a device  to  create  a 
new  class  of  "incompetent” 
persons,  putting  pregnant 
women,  on  a par  with  tiUUren, 


coma  victims  and  the  severely 
mentaPy  disabled. 

Ihese  senior  judges  are  act- 
ing as  unappolnted  legislators 
who  are  forfeiting  women's 
civil  liberties  In  hurried, 
secret  midnight  hearings  par- 

Ihunent  granted  women  the 
right  to  terminate  their  pr^- 
nancies  as  long  ago  as  1967.  It 
has  not  legislated  since  then  to 
curtail  a wmnan’s  HgM  to  de- 
ride vtoat  happens  to  her  own 
body. 

Barbara  Bewson. 

Monique  Allan 
12  (ka^'s  Inn  Square, 

London  WClR  5JP. 

What  bully? 

Allegations  that  David 

Tuck  was  bullied  (Febru- 
SJT  28)  are  unsupported  by  the 
facts.  His  parents  never  con- 
fected the  school  to  suge«* 
any  such  proUmn.  inquest  evi- 
dence clewly  jn^eated  he  was 
upset  by  their  separation. 
XLKeilie. 

Headmaster, 

Sirniomas  Rich's  SchooL 
Oakleage.  Lwi^evens, 
GkssGtflOlf. 


Knickers  to  him 

Roy  Greenslade’s  descrip- 
tion of  my  article  on  Tony 
Bevins  and  Cherie  Blair’s 
knickers  is  a travesty  (Med^ 
March  3).  Greenslade  implies 
that  Bevins  only  asked  his 
qnestion  about  Cherie’s 
underwear  to  send  up  his  lin- 
gerie-fixated tabloid  rivals. 
What  rubbish. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Wir- 
ral  South  knickers  incident,  it 
was  toe  inefihble  Bevins  who 
vras  obsessed  by  Cherie's  fril- 
lies. Re  appeared  aifluaDed 
by  Barbara  Amiel's  Telegraph 
article  suggesting  Cherie  wore 
"a  fhong”.  None  of  the  pur- 
portedly pructent  jounalists 
had  read  toe  article. 

Bevins  said  vrtiat  the  press 
really  wanted  to  know  was 
what  his  wife  wore  under- 
neath her  trouser  suit  Blair 
looked  aghast  and  almost  can- 

i-oTlofl  fha  preev  rrmfiftranno 

The  knickers  outburst  was 
not  exceptional  He  behaved 
strangely  throughout  tiie  cam- 
paign, often  huttii%  rudely  In 
to  Blair’s  oonvenations. 

Paul  Eastham. 

Poli  tical  correspondent 

Daily  MaU. 

2Dary  Street, 

London  WBSrr. 


A Counter  Diary 


Be  my  parent 
(no  blacklists) 

I AST  week  the  Guardian 
L-ouTied  a “Be  my  parent” 
advertisement  placed  by  the 
British  Association  for  Adop- 
tion and  Fostering,  concern- 
ing five-year-old  Reocc  (Feb- 
ruary 26).  Reece  is  described 
as  being  of  mixed  parentage 
— thre^uaxters  white,  one- 
quarter  Afro-Caribbean.  He 
himwiif  is  fair-skinned  and 
straight-haired. 

Recce  is  said  to  need  a Sun- 
ily  “who  can  rdlect  his  racial 
background".  What  Reece 
surely  needs,  overwhelm- 
ingly. is  a loving  and  under- 
standing foinUy.  able  to  meet 
the  complex  needs  he  Is 
bound  to  present  - 

I am  the  mother  of  a mixed- 
race  (Bn^ish/lndlan)  child. 
It  horrifies  me  to  chink  that 
had  my  diild  been  in  need  of 
a substitute  femily.  tiw  prime 
eonsideratltei  would  be  to 
“match”  her  ethnically.  Tbe 
main  need  of  any  child  is  fora 
secure  and  loving  femily.  If 
they  can  be  ethnically 
matched,  so  much  tbe  better; 
but,  in  the  real  world,  this 
requirement  can  often  only  be 
met  at  tte  cost  of  delay,  and  at 
the  cost  cf  compromiK. 

It  is  surely  hard  enoi^  to 
find  adopters  who  are  suit- 
able at  all,  given  toe  very  de- 
manding task  of  taking  on  an 
emotionally  damaged  child. 
In  a selection  process  con- 
ducted in  the  best  interests  of 
the  child.  It  would  be  possible 
to  treat  ethnic  matching  as 
one  of  a number  of  other  fee- 
tors  to  be  considered.  Because 
BAAF  treats  it  as  the  prime 
fector,  this  is  not  possible.  TO 
advertise  as  they  have  at 
sures  that  many  potentially 
suitable  families  will  slmp^ 
not  present  themselves. 

In  20  ye^'  time,  if  not  ear- 
lier. we  win  look  on  this 
period  of  insisting  on  ethnic 
matching  wito  shame. 

Carole  Satyanmrti. 

Gladwell  Road, 

[jondonNS. 

A broadcast 

AUSTIN  Mitchell  (Media. 
#^Mareh  3)  strays  into  Sue, 
Grabbit  and  Run  territory  In 
suggesting  that  my  support  for 
a BBC  24-hour  News  Service 
has  something  to  do  with 
“Shandwiric’s  paid  promotion 
vn»k”.  Neither  I aor  Sband- 
wick  are  angagwi  as  profes- 
sional advisers  by  the  BBC.  It 
is  because  I have  no  Sband- 
wi^  involvement  with  broad- 
casting interests  that  1 have 
been  able  to  act  as  Lord  Thom- 
son’s d^Hiiy  on  broadcasting. 
Tom  McNsdly. 

Vieedhaiiman.  ShandwidL 
10-15  Queen  Street 
London  EC4N ITX. 


TAMAR  VALLEY;  The  Flrets 
are  flowering  in  SuHens  Wood 
bmieath  tall  ash  trees,  clash- 
ing In  a south-westerly  gale. 
This  steep  one-acre  ^dot  has 
remained  uncultivated  for  25 
years.  Blackthorn  and  hazel 
have  spread  in  from  hedge- 
banks  and  trees  have  self- 
sown,  mainly  ash  irrrtllngn 
from  an  old  tree  on  the  west- 
ern boundary.  Every  year  a 
succession  of  narcissi  emerge 
in  rows,  relics  of  maiket-gar- 
dening.  After  the  Firsts  cozne 
Carltc^  King  Croe- 

sus, Sempre  Avanti  and  the 
latest  fragrant  white  Aetea 
with  pheasant-eye  centre, 
flowei^  until  mid  April 
Golden  Spur  and  Victoria  wiU 
soon  be  flowering  on  toe 
banks,  throw-outs,  discarded 
for  newer  varieties.  Small  daf- 
fodil gardens  were  once  wide- 
^read  in  toe  Tamar  valley. 
pTQVidii^  employment  and 
income  for  femlUes  and  sea- 
sonal workers.  Flowers  were 
picked,  forced  open  in  p^- 
Ing-houses,  perfect  friU-out 
blooms  bunched  into  dozens 
fbr  paclting  Into  paper-lined 
boxes.  Some  40  yeius  ago  the 
local  horticultural  merchant 


(Fred  Rogers)  ran  extra  lotter- 
ies during  March  and  April 
on  a regular  daily  schedule, 
collecting  packed  flowers 
frmn  strategic  pick-up  points 
around  St  Dominic  and  tak- 
ing them  to  Saltash  railway 
station.  There,  on  the  wind- 
swept platform  beside  Brun- 
els  Bridge,  labelled  boxes 
were  piled  high  for  despatch 
to  wholesalers  in  upcountry 
markets.  Today,  only  a few 
commercial  growers  remain. 
Newer  varieties  include  Early 
Sensation,  picked  in  mld-Feb- 
ruoty  this  year,  and  toe  scale 
and  methods  of  growing  and 
marketing  have  changed  dra- 
matically. The  largest  local 
grower  rotates  daffodil  bulbs 
with  barley  and  grass  for  his 
bullocks.  Near  Boctberic.  on 
on  exposed  weed-free  arable 
field.  In  sight  of  the  river,  ore 
some  SO  varieties.  These  will 
be  picked  successively, 
tightly  sheathed  buds 
bunched  into  tens,  cold-stored 
for  twice  weekly  transport  up 
the  motorway  to  Evesham. 
Larger  growers,  in  west  Cent- 
wall  send  early  d.-rfftwti)iB  even 
Airtiier  aflrid  — to  the  US- 
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The  GuaitSan  Wednesda 


Diary 


Matthew  Notmai 


YSTERY  sorroniids 
what  may  yet  prove 
tobethebtggest 
order  Sos  videos  ever  made. 
Workefs  at  Jtezam  Cartons 
and  Print  Cactory  in  Da]> 
Ungton  are  woi^iag  round 
the  (dock,  seven  days  a 
week,  to  produce  what  are 
nnnoured.  to  be  29  million 
tapes.  When  we  consider 
that  this  is  ron^ytbei 
her  of  British  homes,  ani 
when  we  ask  ourselves  w] 
is  barking  enooeh  to 
the  finger  of  snspscion 
moves  swiftly  towards 

JlDmiy  Goldsmith  and 

Betbrendum  doolallieslTei. 
thm*  the  factory  nor  (h^ 
win  confirm  the  story  Jut 
acccnrdingtoone  worl 
mmamedln  yesterda' 

Northern  Echo,  the  R]b  slo- 
gan is  cm  the  casse 
covm:.  Whether  any 
pre-election  tape  wiurove 
as  big  a hit  as  the  ne«»per 
delivered  to  24  mtin, 
homes,  which  proveho  pop- 
ular with  keepers  <^t£, 
may  depend,  accorAgto 
psephologists,  on  \Jetber  it 
is  long  enon^  to  hf  e a TV 
show  taped  over 


/ 


TOTiibnne,  vdremove 

om*  party  haj  in  hon- 
onr  of  its  60tf birth- 
day bash  toni^t  wrown's 
restaurant  in  Copt  Gar- 
den. Apart  from  re  comedy 
fiom  Jeremy  ELaly  and  Jo 
Brand,  and  the  aaice  to 
mix  with  LaboupPs,  a 
blind  auction  wlbe  held, 
inviting  sealed  ids  on  a 
wondrous  obW~  a 12- 
Inch-hj^  knitA.  woolly 
Mtchael  Foot,  ^^te 'With 
»»nritiggHr»lf,WI>l>adffe-a 
little  knitted^  of  Gnllj- 
ver’s  Travels,pnkey 
jadcet,  blue  imrpants, 
passes,  and  p|k  cheeks 
(from  all  thnalking  <m 
tbg  heath).  Ti real  Michael 
Foot  will  te  Are  tonight 
too,  and  CicI^  are  still 
available  at  |0,  £30  of 
which  goes  Vbe  noble  peri- 
odic^  on  Oy  292  6506. 

TOMObOW  evening, 
meanwe,  political 
jonrn^  MQcdiad 
Cockerell  ges  a lecture  at 
the  NFT  on  century  of  poli- 
ticians nsu  cinmna  and 
TV.  He  pi0  out  as  one 
highligfaAonfidential 
iwamn  inwving  the  man  In 
charge  (rfu>our*s  sUck 
party  polpal  broadcasts  in 
the  1959  action.  ^*The  aim 
must  be  mediately  to 
grab  the  lower’s  attention 
with  strtf  music  and  pic- 
tures,^ MteTony  Benn  to 
party  Imbt  Hugh  Gait- 
sfcelL  “Spfpose  we  decide 
our  thep  is  to  be  *Tbe  Land 
And  Tt^eoule*.  then  Hie 
isegnence 
waitfinrit— 
'•an  atpc  power  station 
miriitrpiKtruction.  seen 

waving  com, 
and  opnnsic  should  be  Je- 
^.ping  by  a Welsh 

choiri 

LTTCgotngson 
t the  Cambridge 
iTnitm.  Ihe  dehating- 
ci£pr^dent  Andrew 
»sketetonsinhis 
[cloaet,  we  hope)  has 
IPRgetiinsMaxClif- 
i a debate  <m  Friday 
. In  l)te  m^cUy  as  one 
[Tony  Blair’s  most  fbr- 
id  active  admirers. 

t invited  to  speak 
tfhemotitm  **Tbis 
» believes  New  Labour 
puents  New  Dangers”, 

• wzQt  Alas  Howarth 
(Robin  Cook — he'wasto 
. lagalnstthe 
I Axrensic  talmts  of 
itSecretaryZdt- 
j.Gum  Gum,  the  Tory  Can- 
ute for  Cambridge,  and 
I enforcer  Boris 
•ja^aXJoimson.BictW' 
r,  and  to  Mr  Leek’s  obvir 
( distress.  Little  Gum 

1 ‘^and  several  others” 

^Id  B(iw  that  they  would  not 
^pear  on  the  platform  with 
llax.  *1  wonder  why  Gum- 
■ner  wouldn’t  appear  wf fii 
ine?”  says  Max,  gnomlcaUy. 

am  very,  very 
disappointed.” 


■■AMILT-values  tradl- 
^■tionallsts  will  Join  08 
I in  saluting  BCdhelle 
Denser  of  New  Jersey- So 
fioxe  an  oppcment  of  leav^ 
Ing  children  in  the  care  of 
others  is  MlcheUe,  20,  that 
she  takes  her  three-year-old 
son  with  her  everywhere;  - 

tndeed,infonroftheeight’‘- 

burglaries  with  which  she 
hasjnst  been  charged, 
pourn  believe  that  she 
pushed  the  boy  thrtra^  a 
window  and  toU  him  to 

opm  the  front  door. 

WB  have  not,  yonwiU 

bavenoted.  written 
asfosle  word  alwnt 
my  inordinately  unpom- 
pons  friend  Jonathan 
Sacks,  the  ChiefKabbl.  and 

^ will  ahnost  certainly  not 
be  tomor* 

roweither. 


an  the  Rabbi  teach 
IS  anything  of  value? 


COMMENT  AND  ANALYSIS  9 


Commentary 


Bennett 


JONATHAN  Sacks,  the 
Chief  Rabbi  of  the 
Umted  Hebrew  Coaigre- 
gations,  is  trying  to  get 
matt»s  straight.  Be  is  not, 
whatever  some  newspapers 
may  have  claimed,  a Idty. 
bdieve  that  reii^ous  leaders 
should  not  take  party 
sides,”  he  informed  Tele- 
^aph  readers.  ’’The  separa- 
tion of  religion  from  poTitifig 
is  one  oS  the  most  important 
features  of  a liberal  demo- 
cratic society.” 

In  practice,  this  does  not  ^ 
pear  to  mean  that  the  wshhij 
as  a religious  leader,  feels  he 
should  separate  himieeU'  from 
politics.  Far  from  IL  His  latest 
book.  The  Politics  Of  Hppe,  is, 
he  insists,  “a  potitirg^i  work”. 
It  s^  oat  to  tell  us  how  “a 
certain  kind  of  crisis  within 
Western  liberal  democracies” 
might  be  “overcome  a new 
and  more  effective  sfrle  aS 
politics”. 

The  Rabbi’s  theme;  which 
may  sound  familiar  to  those 
who  have  previously  heard 
biro  thiwVing  for  the  day  on 
Radio  4,  or  dAivering  the 
Reith  Lectures  in  1990,  is  the 
dire  legacy  the  Enli^ten- 
ment,  in  ^ shape  of  our  ex- 


cessively indMdmdist,  libe^ 
taiian  and  relativist  society. 
Britain  and  America,  by  bfa' 
account  lie  in  a state  of  al- 
most apocalyptic  dreadful- 
ness, or  as  Some  philosopher 
pot  it  in  Jono  And  The  Fa^ 
cock,  ”016  whole  world’s  in  a 
terrible  state  o*  chassis”.  To 
name  only  a few  of  its  comxK>- 
nwits;  rising  crime,  divorce, 
legitimacy,  sinife  parenting. 
Pulp  notion,  adultery,  Kurt 
Cobain,  depression,  drug 
abuse,  rampant  anomie,  bad 
manners,  Shuttered  shop  win- 
dows, teenage  abortion  — aL 
Ihon^  not  necessarily  in  that 
order. 

In  fact.  Sacks’s  account  is 
so  relenOessly  grim  »bat  tt 
has  the  uneiq)ectedly  agree- 
able effect  of  perkmg  me  up. 
Surdy  thbus  can’t  be  as  bad 
as  all  tbati  Wen,  no,  they 
can’t,  actually.  But  nv«»  any 
bible  basher.  Sacks  needs 
them  to  be,  to  Justify  his 
grand  s(diition  — “morality, 
specifically  the  JudaeoCbris- 
tian  tradition’?. 

In  particular,  he  cites  the 
religious  observances  of  the 
Jewish  diaspora  as  a mo^ 
for  the  handing  cm  of  taraidl- 
tkms  and  values.  As  most  of 
ns  are  not  followers  of  this 
tradition.  Sacks  can  only  sug^ 
ge^  that  we  try,  instead,  to 
abide  by  some  rules  of  con- 
duct, nurture  our  femilies. 
neighbouihoods  and  commu- 
nities, and  try  to  be  good.  Es- 
sentially, The  Politics  Of 
Hope  is  a very  protracted, 
extra-learned  edition  of 
Thought  For  The  Day:  the  nod 
at  current  afikir^  the  glum 
reflections  on  human  folly; 


the  conduding.  ecumenical 
look  on  the  bri^t  side — ”We 
can  change  our  lives,  and  we 
are  not  alone.” 

From  a society  as  cynical, 
amoral  and  beastly  as  the  one 
which  he  describes,  the 
Rabbi's  reproadiflil  sermon 
has  received  a good  deal  of 
admiring  coverage.  Start  The 
Wedc,  the  Sundv  Telegraph 
and  the  TTmes  hare  all  fallflw 
upon  his  words,  the  latter 
lHY)|)C8!l]g  him,  In  a lasding 
art^a,  as  a great  teac^  for 
our  times,  someone  to  guide 
us  throu^  “our  anrt 

2soral  crisis” 

As  is  usual,  when  the  Chitf 
Rabbi  enjoys  one  of  his  mo- 
ments of  national  moral 
heimamanB'hip  the  main  nofo 
o£  caution  has  come  from 
within  his  own  community. 
David  J Goldberg,  the  Senior 
Rabbi  of  the  Liberal  Jewish 
Synagogne,  wrote  to  the 
Times  to  point  out  that  the 
Judaeo-Christian  tradition 
was  hardly  an  induaire  value 
system,  and  that  the  Enlight- 
enment,  decried  by  Sacks, 
had  allowed  the  Jews  to 
‘‘come  out  of  the  ghetto, 
receive  a secular  education, 
pursue  careers  of  our  own 
choosing,  and  hare  the  ri^t 
to  vote”.  He  also  remarked  on 
Sadcs’s  “ccmtinaing  inability 
to  reach  an  accommodation 
with  non-Ortbodox  Judaism 
based  on  mutual  resp^  and 
recognition  of  pluralism”. 

The  recent  convulstons  at 
British  Judaism  do  make  one 
wonder  where  Rabbi  Sacks 
finds  the  confidence  to  lecture 
not  only  his  co-religionists, 
but  the  entire  dectorate,  on 


the  precious,  moral  primacy 
of  community  and  tradition. 
Since  be  dedined  to  attend 
the  foneral  of  Rdibi  Hugo 
Gryn.  then  subsequently  ap- 
peared at  Gryn’s  memorial 
service;  Sadts  has  been  at- 
tadsed,  by  the  Orthodox  for 
befraying  traditum  (by  oele- 
brati^  a man  who  denied  the 
authenticity  of  the  TorabX 
and  by  liberals  for  a oomrdly 
betrayal  of  Gryn's  m^ory. 

Possibly  because  be  is  ur- 
bane and  cultivated,  and 
sometimes  sounds  like  a De- 
mos researdier,  Journalists 
seem  inclined  to  bdieve  that 
Sacks  is  their  type  of  cmitmD- 
poraxy  diurchman,  a kind  of 
Mdv^  Bragg  among  padres, 
well  qualified  to  lechire  the 
leftish,  liberal  and  indulgenL 
Unlike  the  dumsy  George 
Car^,  he  does  not  eiQdicitly 
demand  rdlguMis  belief  un- 
like Cardinal  Hume,  he  has 
not  fulminated  against 
abortion.  This  does  not,  how- 
ever, make  the  fofohi  a Jcifly 
liberal.  Those  who  have  been 


Sacks  is  obedient 
to  laws  which 
he  believes 
to  be  God-made: 
he  is  a 

fundamentalist 


Impressed  by  the  temperate 
tone  of  his  Ixxik  might  well  be 
disappointed  by  Sacks’s  views 
on  women  (irito  are  stfll 
seeond-dass  citizens  in  Or- 
thodox Judaism)  and  aston- 
ished to  hear  tbat,  only  two 
years  ago,  he  pronounced  that 
any  Jew  who  did  not  bdlere 
that  Jewish  law  was  dictated 
by  God  to  Moses  had  “severed 
links  with  the  feith  of  his 
ancestors”. 

It  is  a useful  reminder  of 
the  authority  on  which  Sacks 
finally  relies.  For  all  that  he 
quotes  Amltai  Etzioui  and 
Frimcls  Fukuyama,  and  sup- 
ports his  arguments  with  the 


of  social  sciotce. 
Sanies  Is  obedient  to  laws 
whicih  he  believes  to  be  (Sod 

maiiar  he  IS  S fawriamSHfaHgt- 

Tbis  is  the  true 

“Judaeo-Cbristian  tradition”, 
the  source  of  the  “moral 
framework”  which  he  desires 
US  ail  to  follow,  whether 
not  we  believe  in  the  same 
God,  or  any  God  at  all.  Only 
this  God-given  conviction 
saves  Sacks  from  moral  rela- 
tivism, gives  him  the  author- 
ity to  lecture  his  secular  foi- 
l(m  on  the  absolute 

primacy  of  marriage,  the 
ntter  wrongness  of  adultery, 
the  importance  of  the  Sab- 
bath. 

Curiously,  the  more  profene 
our  lives  become,  the  more  we 
hear  suCh  sAnl-di'Vlxie  injunc- 
tiona  scattered  tibooughout  the 
media  and  received  with  hum- 
ble gratitude.  Increasingly, 
{jmrclwipn  who  seem  unable 
to  cQiTiTpand  the  attention  of 
their  own  florics,  or  even  c£ 
their  own  colleagues,  are 
moved  to  rant  and  rail  at  un- 
believers. The  Church  of  Eng- 
land currently  suffers  from 
/torfining  eongregatiims,  de- 
mons  in  Lincoln,  misogynists 
at  St  Pauls,  allegations  of  rac- 
ism at  Ktri^  Norton,  a plague 
of  happy  cHappies  and  a &v- 
orce  problem  most  weeks. 
Nonetheless,  its  bishops 
queue  up  to  tell  us  bow  to  vote 
Toe  the  good  ot  the  country, 
even  whom  to  pray  for  in  the 
General  Election.  Like  Jona- 
than Sacks.  George  Carey 
called  for  remoralisation; 
more  controversially,  he  ad- 
mitted that  these  morals 
could  not  “be  taught  in  isola- 
tion from  spiritual  questions 
about  what  life  is  for  and 
what  really  matters”. 

As  religious  leaders  lose 
control  over  tbeir  own  ron- 
gr^tions.  they  spill  out  in 
oarmnniging  tO  US  alL  It’S  in 

their  nature,  course,  but 
triiy  do  we  pay  them  surii 
respect?  “The  separ^on  of 
reli^n  from  politics  is  one  of 
the  most  important  features 
of  a liberal  democratic  soci- 
ety,” says  Rabbi  Sacks.  Hie 
precept  is  right  Why  doesn' 
he  stick  to  it? 


Europe  must  rethink  urgently  its  hitherto  unconditional  support  for  Albania’s  President  Sali  Berisha, 
argues  Miranda  Vickers,  to  avoid  the  unthinkable — another  war  in  the  southern  Balkans 

Tinder-box  In  Tirana 


The  collapse  (rf'  the 

Albanian  invest- 
ment schemes  was 
merely  foe  catalyst 
for  the  people's  bit- 
ter frustration  at  not  being 
able  to  dislodge  the  deeply 
mipopniar  administration  of 
President  Berisha  throu^ 
the  ^Uamehtai7  iprocess. 
They  bad  no  option  but  to 
take  to  the  streets.  Albanians 


have  long  been  aware  of  the 
threat  of  authoritarianism 
from  Dr  Beri^  personally, 
and  this  was  demonstrated  in 
the  rejection  of  his  proposed 
constitution  in  November 
1994.  Since  then  oppositiim 
forces  have  suffered  violent 
intimidation,  with  many  jour- 
nalists having  to  fire  the 
cotmtiy  fearfiil  (d*  arrest  Op- 
position  leaders  have  persis- 
tently called  on  foe  Council  at 
Europe  to  cballgnge  Berisha 
gbout  attacks  on  foe  judicial 
system  and  the  press,  and  for 
the  international  community 
to  link  the  supply  of  economic 
aid  to  Albania  'irith  the  hcld- 
ing  ot  fre^  eleetians.  But 
th«>s9  requests  have  fan^"  on 
deaf  ears. 

Following  last  year’s  elec- 
toral fiasco;  Albania’s  slow 
drive  towards  democracy  was 
put  fp^  sharp  reverse.  By 
then  President  Rgrigba  was  in 
firm  eoutnfl  over  Parliament 
The  pdlice,  the  Judiciary  and 
the  media  and  most  Albani- 
ans hedieved  that  comiptlcm 
had  xDo^  to  the*  very  heart 
of  the  state  madiine.  Western 
diplomats,  however,  have 
been  strem^  suK>ortive  of 
Berisha's  administration  on 
the  grounds  of  perceived 
economic  and  social 

transformation  achieved 
eiTi>«A  the  Democratic  Party 
pnmg  to  power  in  1992.  Beri- 
sha  is  also  Seen  by  many, 
quite  absuitOy,  as-  a leader 
untainted  by  pi^  communist 
associations.  In  reality,  the 
whole  evolution  ctf  tho  Demo- 
cratic Party  has  been  pro- 
foundly linked  to  that  politi- 
cal tradition.  This  has  been 
(xmibinad  wifo”the  objective 
difficulties  resulting  from  the 

of  a mb^rn  constitih 
tiftn,  and  the  UCkof  any  tradi- 
tion of  ]^tiamentary 
dexnoeracy. 

TTie  reqxmM'Orom  the  in- 
tematioaal  Midouiiity  to  the 
present  crisinbas  been  feeble 
in  the  extr^rd  •'me  Gre^ 
MinigterferEuameanaff^rs. 

posed  that  “thejfoteniatlcaMl 
Monetary  Fundlahbuld  pro- 
vide a loan  tor  Afeahte  m that 
the  country  caniconfrcfit  its 
economic  problems  in  the  im- 
mediate Albania 

has  fUreaHv  received  the  hlgte 
est  oer-capita  levd  of  EU  aid 
of  any  Easters  European 
state,  obtaining:  4S0  mflltoi 
M-IL4  (SS20  udSSttO  over  foe 
aj)^ 

SSn  ohvitais  iiapiovern^ 

in  telecommunirntlons,  thm 

is  little  to  show^  it  D»pite 
gjandiose  plans-to  the  d^- 
Spment  of  Tirana’s  In^- 
sSveture.  foe  rest  of  the 

is  rapUly 

Msjjor  fSnanda^PP<^  from 
the  outside  ^ ^ 

gfinn  iwiTtinn  (kbt-restructur- 
SfiSSiatedln  July 

pov- 
erty-stricken nworily. 

m an  attemi*  to  escape  un- 


wnpTflymaBt  poverty  and  in- 
creasing blood  feuds  over 
land  ownership  — there  are 
at  pres^  an  estimated  TODQO 
people  a^v^  involved  in 
feuds  throughout  nortiiem 
Albania  — thousands  of 
northerners  have  migrated 

soufo  leevisg  aeiiy  moon^ 

comnnuUties  virtually  abanr 
doned.  Shanty  towns  are 
growing  up  around  TUana 

and  pfoer  lowland  towns.  The 


migration  of  northerners  has 
severefr  exacerbated  foe  al- 
ready deep  divisions  between 
the  northern  Ghegs  and  the 
southern  Tosks.  Since  coming 
to  pown*  in  2992,  Berisha. 
who  from  the  northern 
remon  of  TYopoia,  has  en- 
sured his  most  loyal  followers 
are  in  positions  of  power 
while  marginalising  those 
from  foe  south  who  general^ 
support  the  country’s  opposi- 


tion. It  was  against  this  back- 
ground that  Albanians  went 
to  the  polls  in  khiy  1996L  The 
majority  of  the  intemational 
monitors  who  monitored  the 
aiai^ma,  agreed  with  the 
Organisation  for  Security  and 
Cooperation  in  Europe 
(OSCE),  which  issued  a report 
criticising  ’’serious  izr^tular^ 
ifies”  in  the  polling  process. 
Addressing  foe  opating  ses- 
sion, of  the  new  Parliament, 


Berisha’s  speech  echoed  bis 
belief  in  the  con^iracy  of  the 
“left-iring  opposition  to  desta- 
bilise Albanian  democracy 
and  their  wiUingnes  to  do 
deals  with  the  enemies  of  Al- 
bania”, almost  certainly 
referring  to  the  Serbs  and  foe 
Greeks.  The  absurdity  ot  this 
view  is  demonstrated  by  the 
active  support  the  weak  Simi- 
tis  government  in  Athens  had 
given  to  the  Berisha 
campaign. 

The  scenes  of  vidtence  and 
police  brutality  in  Skender- 
iMS  Square  following  the  elec- 
tions led  to  widespread  inter- 
national criticism.  President 
BftriRhfl,  however,  adamantly 
refused  to  hold  new  etections. 
Despite  being  a long-time 
backer  of  Sali  Berisha,  foe 
Americans  voiced  strong  dis- 
satisfoction  over  the  elec- 
tkais,  niaimtng  that  the  gov- 
ernment’s attempts  to  solve 


The  warnings  were 

consistently 

ignored 


the  resul'ting  pcditical  crisis 
wo:«  wholly  inadequate:  US 
diplomats  stayed  away  from 
the  opoimg  session  of  Alba- 
nia’s new  Parliament  Never- 
theless, virtually  all  Tirana’s 
diplomatic  corps  attended  the 
ceremony  in  a dononstration 
of  continuing  EU  subservi- 
ence to  tile  Berisha  r^ime. 

The  internatiODal  commu- 
nity should  now  begin  a total 
reappraisal  of  its  relationship 
'With  Albania,  support  for 
iriiich  was  conditioned  by  the 
feet  that  Berisha  represented 
a bastion  of  stability  In  an 
Otherwise  unstable  region. 
Now.  however,  he  has  become 
a dangerously  unpredictable 
element  In  view  of  the  deep- 
gntng  crisis  in  Serbian-con- 
trolled  Kosovo,  with  its  90  per 
cent  etimie  Albanian  popula- 
tion, the  role  of  Albafoa  as  a 
factor  for  stability  in  the 
southern  uaUrartg  has  been 
dramatically  reduced.  The 
price  for  peace  in  Kosovo 
could  be  ci^  war  in  Albania. 

According  to  White  House 
^kesman  Michael  McCurry. 
“The  key  to  resolving  the  sit- 
uation is  genuine  democratic 
political  consensus.”  Tet  Ber- 
isha, who  was  re-elected  un- 
opposed by  Parliament  <m 
Monday  to  a new  five-year 
term,  has  no  intention  ctf 
relinquishing  power.  ’The 
warning  signs  of  foe  inevita- 
ble unrests  in  Albania  were 
consistently  ignored  by  the 
international  oomunity.  Be- 
cause of  this  present  unrest 
there  will  be  an  even  greater 
absence  of  foreign  invest- 
ment, leading  to  further  ero- 
sion of  the  country's  infra- 
structure and  Increasing 
diplomatic  isolation.  As 
Enver  Hoxba’s  concrete 
bankers  slip  gradually  away, 
covered  by  grass  and  fttUage. 
his  poUtieal  heritage  becomes 
harder  to  overcome. 


Miranda  Vickers  is  auteor  ot 
The  Albanians.  A Modem 
History  (IB  Tauris,  199^  and 
Albania:  From  Anarchy  To  A 
Balkan  Identity  (Hurst  & Co, 
published  later  this  month) 


These  few  fight 
the  Battle  of 
Britain  again 


David  McKie 


The  corn  exchange. 

Maidstone.  Kent.  Rotten 
evening:  a night  for 
staying  at  borne.  Seat^  set  out 
for  300:  about  half  that  num- 
ber have  mustered  to  hear  the 
leader  of  the  l^K  Indepen- 
dmee  Party.  Dr  .Alan  Sked. 
Most  are  middle-aged  or  el- 
derly. The  candidate  for  Maid- 
stone, Ruth  Oweu,  who  is  on 
the  platfonn.  seems  one  uT  ih<' 
>-oungest  present.  Oddly,  she 
is  not  invited  to  speak. 

Dr  Sked  is  scheduled  lu  talk 
for  no  more  than  10  minutes 
and  dutifully  complies, 
though  he  more  than  make« 
up  for  that  when  taking  ques- 
tions. Though  introduit-d  in 
apocalMitic  terms  — “if  anv 
man  can  follow  m Churchill's 
footstepii  and  save  us  from  a 
Vichy  Brilflin,  il  is  Dr  .Man 
Sked”  — he  is  mostly  mild 
and  lot\'-key. 

He  hardly  mentions  the 
party  leader  w'ith  whont  he's 
disputing  the  bard  Euroscep- 
tic  vote,  except  to  say  that  the 
UKIP,  found^  by  himself  and 
a little  group  of  llke-minJ^ 
friends  at  on  informal  meet- 
ing in  the  LSB,  where  he 
teaches,  has  no  million.'iires, 
no  billionaires,  no  ex-cabinet 
ministers  and  no  professional 
politicians,  it's  left  to  his  sup- 
porting act,  part>’  treasuixT 
Craig  Mackiniay,  to  denounce 
Sir  James  Goldsmith  as  a 
man  who’s  spent  £10  million 
on  promoting  “pure  ambigu- 
ity". Despite  the  atmosphere 
— drab,  devoted,  earnest,  a 
little  like  a gathering  of  rail- 
way enthusiasts  — the  stakes 
at  Maidstone  tonight  could 
hardly  be  higher. 

We  are  only  weeks  away 
from  a general  election  which 
could  write  an  end  to  our 
history  as  an  independent 
nation.  The  party’s  resources 
may  be  tiny  but  its  message, 
Sked  preaches,  is  surely  irre- 
sistible. The  election  will  lead, 
he  predicts,  to  a state  of  pediti- 
cal  flux  out  of  which  wiU  come 
realignment:  a realigxunent 
ba^  cm  foe  issue  of  Europe, 
since  that  plainly  transcends 
all  oibers.  The  UB3F  will  act 
as  foe  catalyst.  This  party, 
together  with  those  in  any  and 
every  par^’  who  believe  in  a 
Briton’s  ri^t  to  self-determi- 
nation, 'Will  eme^  as  the 
dominant  force  in  politics. 
“We  are  going  to  be  a govern- 
ing party  one  day  soon  in  this 
country.”  be  promises.  The 
assembled  ranks  look  pleased 
by  this  prospect,  though  not 
convinced.  There  are  no  ring- 
ing cheers:  it  is  not  that  kind 
of  occasion. 

PUTNEY.  South  London,  foe 
following  n^L  Big  school 
hall:  chairs  set  out  for  500:  full 


to  overflowing-  All  very  pro- 
fessional: foe  stage  lit  up,  foe 
hall  in  darkness,  the  speakers 
displayed  many  times  life  size 
on  a screen  behind  tbeir 
head*.  TV  cameras,  officials 
_ some  voting  and  bejeaned 
— rushing  about,  muttering 
urgently  into  their  mobile 
phones.  Where  Maidstone 
was  matt,  this  is  gloss:  the 
whole  occasion  speaks 
money.  To  warm  the  audience 
up,  there’s  a video,  co-siarr- 
ring  the  Leader  and  the  (br- 
mer  Commons  speaker  Lord 
Tonypandy,  who  says  that  for 
hirntn  keep  silent  on  such  an 
issue  would  be  a betrayal  of 
the  heritage  handed  on  to  him 
Cmm  previous  Speakers.  Only 
then  does  the  groat  man  ar- 
rive. to  warm  acclaim  if  not 
adulation.  As  candidate  for 
Putney  (no  chance  that  the 
local  candidate  won’t  speak 
here!),  he  is  flanked  by  his 
fellow-contenders  for  neigh- 
bouring Richmond  Park  and 
Battersea,  who  warn  of  the 
hopelessly  federalist  tenden- 
cies of  David  Mellor  and 
others. 

.Ag.*)ln.  foe  tone  is  mainly 
cunversational.  Sir  James 
Goldsmith  launches  without 
preliminaries  into  a dark  ac- 
count of  .enret  plans  being 
hatched  for  foe  Amsterdam 
summit.  Tho  hall  is  enthusias- 
tic. I'xched.  but  it  doesn’t 
really  break  out  until  at  the 
end  of  Sir  James’s  modest 
initial  lu  minutes  sornmne 
asks  from  the  floor  if  it’s  right 
for  a rich  man  like  him  to  tr>' 
to  buy  power.  Yes,  he’s  buy- 
ing power,  says  the  candidate 
for  Richmond  Park:  buying 
{Miuier  for  people  like  you  to 
save  the  nation.  And  he  could 
not  have  done  so  in  a more 
honourable  way.  The  hall 
erupts  with  a fervour  which 
makes  old  cjuics  like  me  sus- 
pect the  question  was  planted. 

The  fears  paraded  at 
Putney  are  oflen  the 
same  as  the  fears  pa- 
raded at  Maidstone  — taxpay- 
ers landed  with  monstrous 
biUs  to  pa>’  for  Europe’s  pen- 
sions: our  bullion  shipped  in 
lorries  to  swell  the  coffers  at 
Frankfurt  But  the  solution  is 
different  Vote  for  this  disas- 
trous course  if  you  wish,  says 
Sir  James;  foal  is  your  right 
But  you  must  be  allowed  to 
vote.  And  once  the  referen- 
dum is  done,  the  Party  will  be 
over. 

All  right  the  question  his 
pi^-  wants  to  use  in  a refer- 
endum is  plainly  skewed  to 
elicit  foe  answer  No;  equiva- 
lent to  a choice  between  a 
Idck  in  the  teeth  and  a cheque 
for  £5,(K)0.  And  yet  where 
Putnej'  has  the  gloss  and  the 
glamour  and  foe  public  atten- 
tion, Maidstone,  one  can’t 
help  feeling,  has  the  superior 
Ic^c.  If  the  threat  is  as  foul 
and  fearsome  as  they  say  it  is, 
isn’t  it  Vichy  poUHcs  to  let  foe 
Britifo  people  put  tbeir  head 
in  the  noose?  Churchill,  so 
much  evoked  on  occasions 
like  these.  ofi:ered  blood, 
sweat  and  tears  to  confront 
the  menace  of  Hitler  — not  a 
referendum  on  blood,  sweat 
and  tears. 
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10  OBITUARIES 


Judi  Bari 


Force  of  the 
green  fuse 

JUDI  Bari  an  early  I against  the  legging  compa-  ] daughters.  After  her 
activist  with  the  mes.  She  always  denied  the  riage  ended,  she  moii 
radical  environ-  accusation,  and  never  California  and  trained 
mental  group  Earth  gave  the  FBI  for  charging  her  carpenter,  building  hei 
First',  has  died  of  tritb  the  cr^e  as  she  I small  home  in  rural  ^ 


JUDI  Bari,  an  early 
activist  with  the 
radical  environ- 
mental group  Earth 
First',  has  died  of 
cancer  at  the  age  of  47.  Her 
lawyer.  Dennis  Cunningbai^ 
is  continuing  a law  suit 
which  she  began  against  the 
FBI  over  the  myster>-  of  who 
bombed  Bari's  car  in  Oah- 
land,  California  in  1990.  seri- 
ously wounding  Bari  and  in- 
juring her  passenger  and  co- 
litigant Darryl  Cheroey. 
Cunningham  said  the  case 
would  suffer  from  the  loss  of 
"Judl's  brilliant  mind,"  but 
Chemey  would  now  take  a 
greater  interest. 

Bari  never  recovered  from 
the  terrible  wounds:  the  blast 
cracked  her  pelvis  in  10 
places,  broke  her  spine,  and 
left  her  with  a paralysed  fbot. 
She  could  no  longer  Join  fel- 
low-protesters demonstrating 
against  the  logging  that  has 
devastated  so  much  of  the 
Pacific  north-west  forests, 
but  she  still  nrote  about  her 
case  and  lobbied  on  its 
behalf. 

What  drove  ber  was  anger 
at  the  FBI's  insistence  that 
Bari  blew  herself  up  with  a 
bomb  she  had  Intended  to  use 


against  the  legging  compa- 
nies. She  always  denied  the 
accusation,  and  never 
gave  the  FBI  for  charging  her 
with  the  crime  as  she 
regained  consciousness  in  a 
hospital  emergency  wai^ 
Over  the  years,  she  accu- 
mulated 12.000  ps^es  of  doca- 
ments  and  won  successive 
pre-trial  contests  with  the 
Bureau;  she  convinced  most 
sceptics  vrtio  had  harboured 
suspicions  of  her  guilt.  A tiny 
woman,  after  the  bombing 
only  able  to  walk  short  dis- 
1 tances  with  great  dlftl^ty. 
Bari  overcame  opposition  by 
her  strength  of 
It  was  a spirit  that  inter- 
rupted what  might  have  been 
I an  otherwise  conventional 
life.  She  was  bom  in  M^- 
land  of  middle-class  parents. 
The  Vietnam  war  caused  ber 
to  drop  her  college  studies  to 
protest  and  she  left  campus. 
She  then  worked  at  assorted 
jobs,  including  loading  lor- 
ries for  the  US  postal  service 
and  checking  out  groceries  in 
a supermarket,  but  always  as 
an  active  union  member. 

Conventional  middle-class 
life  claimed  her  again  and 
cram  1979  to  1986  She  became 
a housewife  and  had  two 


daughters.  After  her  mar- 
riage  ended,  she  moved  to 
California  and  trained  as  a 

carpenter,  building  her  own 
■CTiaii  home  in  rural  Mendo- 
cino county  on  tiie  state’s 
northern  littoraL  She  Joined 
Earth  First!  and  became  an 
eager  participant  in  its  mili- 
tant activities. 

She  was  driving  north  to 
join  the  1990  summer  cam- 
paign  against  cutting  rcd- 
woods,  the  world’s  tallest, 
oldest  trees,  when  the  bomb  i 
crippled  her.  She  had  to  give 
up  carpentry  and  live  on  wd- 
cheques,  but  she  contin- 
ued playing  her  violin  — she 
played  a mean  country-music 
G(We. 

The  FBI  dropped  the 
charges,  but  never  withdrew 
the  accusation  that  Bari  and 
Chemey  had  scored  an  own 
goal.  The  couple  sued  the 
Bureau  for  false  arrest  and 
violation  of  their  civil  rights, 
with  a niflhn  of  $4.4  mnllon. 
Bari  was  assiduous  In  attend- 
ing pre-trial  sessions  when  a 
reluctant  Bureau  had  to  pro- 
duce documents  and  veri& 
allegations: 

Fifteen  agents  of  the  San 
Francisco-based  FBI  terrorist 
sque^  had  arrived  at  the 


TiM  GBavdlwWedxtesday  March  S 1997 


L^er- 


JnffiBaii. . .a  short  Ufetime  of  entimmastic  protest  against  the  lossenanumg  the  redwood  fiocests 


bombing  very  quickly,  telling 
an  Oakland  policeman  that 
the  car  contained  two  sus- 
pected terrorists  who  must 
have  blown  themselves  up. 
’*How  did  they  know?”  asked 
BarL 

In  Che  arrest  application, 
an  FBI  agent  declared  that 
the  bomb  was  in  fun  view  on 
the  floor  by  the  back  seat  and 
must  have  been  knowingly 
carried.  He  identified  nails  in 
the  bomb  as  identical  to  a bag 


of  naQs  in  Bari’s  car.  Docu- 
mentation has  shown  both 
these  statements  to  be  fhise. 
It  was  also  proved  that  the 
nails  in  Bari’s  carpentry 
equipment  were  qute  difibr- 
ent  filum  those  that  the  bomb 
hurled  out. 

An  FBI  bomb  eaepert  firom 
Washington,  David  Williams, 
who  had  testified  over  the 
1993  World  Trade  Centre 
blast,  went  to  San.  Francisco 
shor^  after  the  incident  to 


recreate  the  e^losion.  He 
I said  in  his  report  that  the 
device  was  under  the  driving 
seat  and  was  triggered  by 
motion.  This  meant  that  it 
would  have  been  a booby  trap 
and  ’’Who  in  their  right  mind 
carries  that?”  Bari  asked. 

She  was  bitter  that  the  FBI 
nev«-  followed  up  threats  to 
her  life  made  before  the 
bombing.  If  th^  bad,  she  be- 
lieved, she  might  not  have 
become  a target 


Shwtly  before  her  death 
she  wrote;  "This  ease  is  not 
about  me  or  Darryl,  or  Earth 
First!  It  is  about  the  right  of 
all  activists  to  work  for  social 
change  without  fearing 
repression  by  their  own  gov- 
ernment’s secret  police.” 

Chilstophm- Reed 

Judith  Beatrice  Bari,  environ- 
mentalist. bom  November  7, 
1949:  died  March  2, 1997 


Tory  FUftiot  wr^s: 

Mtehael  HoUings  (obitwiy 
February  S5)  lived  an  ascetic 
exlsteace  — one  cluttered 
room  In  his  Bayswater  preg. 
hyttfy,  where  waning  fam- 
lUes,  e»pr)soners,  or  hoRK- 
ess  people  were  never 
*elUseo  by  him:  tiw  pretiv- 
cry  door  was  nevH-  dosed, 
le  described  it  as  'Vipoi  Uv. 
ag’*.  But  there  was  a laige 
prt  of  himself  which 
rmalned  inviolate  to  the 
wdd  — or,  as  he  might  have 
sad,  where  he  todE  the  World - 

allttso(mcemstoGod- 

le  had  little  time  for 
Chihdi  pomp  and  ceremony, 
tratlcm  and  regidatloir.  ’Tra- 
ditiiulists  wovid  do  to 

reftet  that  Sunday  mass  at  8t 
Mieael  and  the  Angels 
woul  attract  a thousand 
peo^  En^lsh.  Irish,  Span- 
ish. ^Uipinos  and  West 

Theihituazist.  Peter  Stan- 
ford, tgeets  that  "HoUihgs’s 
lastin.  Influence  will  he 
restrled  to  those  who  have 
seen  -hn  worfcii^  at  first 
band”,  his  lipores  Michael’s 
simply  nd  directly  writtwu 
deeply*ft  Ixm^  like  to 
Death,  Ey  tty  Day  and  Ltotng 
Priesthoi.  They  enriched  the 
lives  <ns,  if  not  hundreds 
of  thoosids  of  people  vdio 
never  nu  him. 

There  something  about 
Mlehad'sown  vulnerabiUty 
and  doubhhlch  made  him  so 
good  a pbst  I said  to  hta 
once;  *T  alays  fear,  MlchaeL 
that  as  1 si  n the  pew  ITl  look 
up  and  fin  j*m  the  only  one 
who  doesr  h^eve." 
how  do  yoiuiow  what  every- 
one else  beSives?”  he  re^ed. 
And  )*ou  new  that  such 
doubts  werwot  alien  to  hbn. 


’t\  O&Q  ^ 


— sXi/a*- 
.*?■ 


Max  Sterne 


The  man  who  eliminated  anthrax 


Anthrax  vaccina- 
tion for  animalg  WSS 
proved  feasible  in  a 
bold  experiment  car- 
ried out  in  1881  by  Louis  Pas- 
teur and  his  cofteagoes.  But 
ganging  just  how  to  prevent 
too  many  riaatbs  caused  by 
' the  vaccine  while  not  destroy- 
' ing  its  protective  effect, 

: remained  tricl^. 

Indeed,  it  was  not  until  Max 
Sterne,  who  has  died  aged  91. 
reexamined  the  matter  in  the 
1930s  that  a reproducible  safe 
yet  effective  vaccine  was 
made  generally  available. 
This  was  the  Sterne  anthrax 
spore  vaccine,  which  has  vir- 
tiudly  diminated  anthrax.  It 
made  Sterne’s  name  and  work 
worid-femoos  in  veterinary 
I and  scientific  circles.  But 
i there  was  much  more  to  him 

than  this 

He  was  bom  in  ’Trieste  of 
Austrian  parents,  who  emi- 
grated to  South  Aftica  when 
he  was  four.  He  grew  up  close 
to  the  beaches  and  enjoyed 
swimming,  surfing,  sailing 
and  the  outdoor  life.  As  a boy 
with  a German-sounding 


Max  Sterne . . . world-femoos  veterinarian 


I name  during  the  first  world 
j war  he  learnt  self-defence  and 
I was  so  good  a boxer  that  he 
became  South  African  Uni- 
versities welterweight  cham- 
pion. He  was  a magnificent 
swimmer  to  the  aid  of  his  life, 

I laarriing  the  then  new  "Aus- 
tralian crawl"  from  a book 
and  becoming  South  African 
champion  at  100  yards  free- 
style. He  was  also  an  accom- 
plished sprinter,  becoming 
South  African  100  yards 
champion. 

He  qualified  as  a veterinar- 
ian in  1928  from  Transvaal 
University  College  (now  Pre- 
toria University).  In  1932, 
Max  married  likvah  Alper 
who,  unusually  for  those 
times,  never  us^  his  name. 
(They  celebrated  their  dia- 
mond wedding  in  1992.)  She 
was  a distinguished  radiobiol- 
(%ist  at  the  Royal  Postgradu- 
ate Medical  School,  Hammer- 
smith. vdio  did  important 
work  on  the  inactivation  of 
prions,  for  example  scrapie, 
by  irradiation.  In  the  year 
that  they  were  married  they 
did  pioneeriz^  work  leather 


David  Munson 


Write  it  in  Scots  from  D to  Z 

The  work  of  David  Muri- 1 and  varieties  of  the  English  ] 1936.  He  then  returned  to  I was  more  liki 
son,  who  has  died  aged  language  which  were  envis-  Scotland,  and  only  ever  left  it  witii  his  feDoi 
63.  was  fundam^nL-il  to  aeed  hv  the  eriitorfi  oF  the  I once  aeain_  1 lacknTsnnmr 


The  work  of  David  Muri- 
son,  who  has  died  aged 
63.  was  fundamental  to 
the  formation  of  20th-century 
Scotland’s  cultural  identity. 
•As  editor  of  the  Scottish 
Xational  Diaionary  from  1946 
until  its  completion  in  1976  be 
made  the  Scottish  language 
respectable  for  Scottish 
people  and  so  empowered 
them.  Even  30  or  40  years  ago, 
children  would  be  given  the 
strap  in  Scottish  schools  for 
speaking  Scots,  while  the  idea 
of  writing  it  in  an  educational 
context  was  unthinkable. 

The  Scottish  National 
Dictionary  deals  with  one  of 
the  languages  of  lowland  Scot- 
land — the  one  still  spoken  by 
the  majority  of  the  people  of 
Scotland  but  not  accord^  full 
status  in  any  of  her  institu- 
tions since  the  15th  century. 
The  SND  covers  the  history  of 
this  language  from  approxi- 
mately 1700  until  the  20th  cen- 
tur>‘.  It  is  one  of  the  di^o- 
naries  of  individual  periods 


and  varieties  of  the  English 
language  which  were  envis- 
aged 1^  the  editors  of  the 
great  Ojtford  English 
Dictionary  as  follow-ups  -to 
their  monumental  work.  Hie 
SND  for  the  modem  period, 
and  A Dictionary  of  the  OUUr 
Scottish  Tongue  for  medieval 
times,  are  the  most  substan- 
tial realisation  of  that  dream 
even  now,  nearly  70  years , 
after  the  completion  of  OEEfs  • 
first  supplement  The  SND 
was  published  in  10  weighty 
four-part  volumes  between 
1931  and  1976. 

David  was  bom  in  Fraser- 
burgh, on  the  north-east 
coast  the  only  child  of  a 
joiner.  'The  femily  moved  to 
Aberdeen  when  he  was  seven, 
and  he  was  educated  at  the 
city’s  Grammar  ScfoOOL 

He  graduated  with  first- 
class  honours  in  claasica  frun 
Aberdeen  University,  and 
studied  Old  English,  C^tic 
and  Norse  at  Cambridge, 
from  where  he  graduated  in 


1936.  He  then  returned  to 
Scotland,  and  only  ever  left  It 
once  again 

When  I first  knew  him  hi 
Qie  late  1960s,  he  was  given  to 
referring  to  Fngianri  as  "in 
partilnis  iqftdelium’’  (in  the 
regions  of  the  unbelievers).  In 
many  ways,  that  sums  up  fac- 
ets of  his  personality,  inter- 
ests and  beliefe.  He  never  lost  i 
his  love  of  the  riasgira  and 
was  food  of  Inserting  Latin  or 
Greek  tags  into  his  conversa- 
tion, but  only  when  in  the 
company  of  those  who  might 
be  expected  to  understand.  He 
favoured  a slightly  ironic 
tone:  so  much  so,  that  his 
bowers  were  not  always  sure 
when  be  wes  in  earnest  He 
enjoyed  their  uncertainty. 

An  entiiusiastic  supporter 
of  the  cause  of  Scotland  as  a 
nation,  be  was  nevertheless 
suspicious  of  in^tutional- 
ised  politics  and  of  ail  politi- 
cians. He  was  also  «*Haming 
and  courteous  to  foreigners  — 
including  the  English  — and 


was  more  likely  to  take  issue 
with  his  fellow  Scots  for  their 
laric  of  appropriate  patriotism 
than  witii  a foreigner. 

He  was  extremely  unassum- 
ing and  shunned  s^-adver- 
tisement  He  refused  public  or 
academic  honours  but  was 
tirdess  in  promoting  the  SND 
and  an  extremely  effective 
fiind-raiser.  In  his  determina- 
tion “to  get  to  Z”  he  refused  to 
take  any  holidays  during  the 
last  10  ye^  of  his  editorship 
and  I believe,  for  many  years  ' 
before  that  He  hated  big  par- 
ties and  formal  edebrations, 
and  refused  to  attend  them; 
but,  supported  by  his  wife 
Hilda,  was  hospitable  to 
friends,  colleagues  and  visi- 
tors. and  a most  entertaining 
companion. 

He  was  a friend  and  mentor 
of  many  of  the  literati  of  the 
Scottisb  Renaissance,  that 
blooming  of  Scottish  literary 
self-confidence  from  the  1930s 
onwards.  Many  of  than  used 
(perhaps  ransacked  is  a better 


in  a laboratory  in  the  ser- 
vants’ quarters  of  their  home. 
’This  was  on  the  growth  of 
bacteria  in  liquid  and  count- 
ing the  bacteria  by  opacity 
measurements.  This  work 
later  came  to  fruition  when 
Max  was  workiag  on  the 
STowth  of  bacteria  for  vaccine 
production  at  the  WeDcoine 
research  laboratories  after 
the  war. 

Soon  after  this.  Max  joined 
the  bacterlolc^  section  at  the 
Ondestepoort  Institute  and 
studied  for  his  doctorate, 
woridz^  on  anthrax  vaccine. 
He  was  responsfide  for  rou- 
tine prodnetion  cf  Pasteur 
vaccine  and  was  dismayed 
when  a batch  he  made  caused 
deatiis.  He  iripnMfted  the  cap- 
sule  as  an  inq>ortant  fector  in 
virulence  and  isolated  non- 
encapsulated  strains,  one  of 
which  appeared  nonrpatho- 
genic  in  all  animal  species 
tested  and  able  to  oimfer  {hto- 
tection.  His  wife  described 
how  in  one  test  on  guinea- 
pigs  they  got  up  at  2am  to 
observe  i»t^ress,  and  to  their 
delict  ail  the  animals  given 


vaccine  were  protected  and 
all  the  controls  dead. 

This  work  was  published  in 
the  local  Institute  journal  and 
did  not  at  first  make  the  im- 
pact it  desoved,  considering 
its  importance  to  public 
health.  However,  it  was  the 
reason  he  was  ofifored  a Job  in 
veterinary  research  at  the 
Wellcome  research  laborato- 
ries^ and  the  vaccine  was 
properly  commercialised.  In 
1985,  when  Max  was  80,  be 
received  the  Ehrl  F Meyer 
Gcdd  Cane  fixnn  the  .American 
Veterinary  Epidemiology 
I Society  for  this  and  other  con- 
! tributions  to  animal  health. 

I ’The  value  c/i  his  woik  was 
widely  recogitised  by  bis 
peers,  but  be  did  not  receive 
the  public  reception  that 
his  contribution  deserved. 

In  1939,  Max  won  a scholar- 
ship to  the  London  School  of 
Hygiene  and  Tropical  Medi- 
cine to  take  the  course  for  the 
diploma  in  bacteriology,  but 
because  of  the  war  could  not 
take  it  up.  During  the  war 
years  he  did  important  work 
on  the  growth  of  tiie  organism 
that  causes  botulism,  devis- 
ing cultures  involving  semi- 
permeable  membranes,  which 
allowed  accumulation  of  botu- 
Unom  toxins.  ’These  tech- 
niques were  used  Max 
later  when  he  Joined 
Wellcome. 

In  195L  be  was  recruited  to  i 


work  there  and  became  an 
inspiring  leader  much  loved 
and  protected  by  his  staff  "Ha 
played  a leading  part  In  the 
development  of  vacrines  to 
protect  animals  against  dis- 
eases caused  by  anaerobic 
bacteria.  First  the  bacteria 
causing  the  various  disease 
syndromes  had  to  be  started 
out  and  then  grown  In  large 
fermentors  to  make  vaccines. 
The  result  was  the  pioneering 
vaccines  given  the  trade 
name  Covexin,  now  up  to  Co* 
vexin  8 and  still  a market 
leader  more  than  30  years 
after  they  were  developed. 

Tea-time  in  the  depart- 
ments where  he  worked  was 
fill!  of  stimulating  conversa- 
tion and  exchange  of  ideas, 
which  his  staff  loved.  He  was 
less  happy  with  the  adnidnis- 
trative  aspects  of  a b^d  of 
department’s  rede.  Be  loved 
argumeats.  oftoi  for  their ' 
own  sake.  His  polemical  skills 
were  great  and  he  used  them 
mercilessly  to  discomfort  the 
self-important  He  was  a great 
scientist  and  a great  man. 

His  wife  predeceased  him, 
but  he  is  survived  by  his  two 
sons,  six  granddiUdren  and  ' 
five  great-grandchllclren. 

John  BcHrio 

Max  Steme.  research  veterinar- 
ian; born  June  1, 1905;  died  Feb- 
ruary SB.  1997 


Birthday 


word)  the  SND  in  their  com- 
mitment to  the  revival  of 
Scots  as  a literary  langiiaga 
not  least  the  most  famous  of 
them  — a good  friend  of 
David’s  — • Christopher 
Grieve  (Hugh  McDiarmid). 

In  1946,  when  David  tc»k 
over  from  tiie  SNDs  first  edi- 
tor, William  Grant,  it  had 
been  completed  as  ^ as  the 
end  of  the  letter  D.  He  put  his 
own  imprint  as  a hi^rical 
linguist  on  the  10-volume 
work.  Be  made  changes  in  the 
layout  of  the  text,  so  that  it 
corre^ionds  with  the  other 
great  historical  dictionaries: 
he  altered  the  methodidc^ 
and  vastly  increased  the 
thorou^mess  with  whi^  up- 
to-date  information  on  mod- 
em Scots  usage  was  gathered; 
and  he  greatly  widened  the 
coverage  of  written  Scots  on 
which  the  main  dictionary 
text  was  based.  Thus  the  S2W> 
became  an  astonishing  record 
of  the  persistence  of  tiie  Scots 
lai^uage  in  both  stmdsud 


David  Astor;H.  former  edi- 
tor. the  Obseier.  85;  The  Rt 
Rev  Thomas  utler.  Blsbcqt 
of  Leicester,  T;  Christine 
Davis.  presld*t.  Council  of 
Churches  for  Htain  and  Ire- 
land, S3;  Jim  bwd.  Labour 
MP.  46;  Samama  Eggar,  oe* 
tress,  58;  ProT-haclee  Flte- 
gerald,  historii  the  Far 
East,  95;  DaveGreen,  Jazz 
bassist,  S5;  £ai  Grey,  Lib- 
eral peer.  58  Anthony 
Bedg^  compor.  66;  Most 
Rev  Bmno  Hu,  former 
Apostolic  Pro-iiDcio; 
Robin  Herbert,  ortieultnr-' 
ali^  63:  Rlchal 
conductor,  49:  Htu ' 

cricketer,  45;  Eliae  PaJ^/ 
singer.  45;  RonalSandleri 
chief  executive,  Joyds  of 
London,  45:  DeantodeweU, 
actor.  60;  Barry  hdcwdL' 
hom  soloist  and  mductor; 
66:  Des  WilscHi,  chpaigner, 
director  of  pubU  affairs, 
BAA.  56. 


gard,  to  remain  as  it  Is  now 
reo^nised  as  being,  a power- 
ful medium  of  expression 
capable  of  use  in  real  life  and 
literatore  — even  by  a Booker 
prize-winner. 


HaM  Robin  ton 

David  Murisof , editor,  bom  April 


David  Mnrison . . .neveraholiday  in  10  volumes 

and  dialectal  forms  through  reason  to  be  grateful  to  their 
all  kinds  of  persecution,  ne-  gentle,  mo^st  and  extremely 
^ect,  demgration  and  disre-  hardworking  compatriot  for 


lus  and  meticu- 


^vcr:»y 


uiintfi  AUil 


•IE 
•Hlli 


The  people  of  Scotiand  have  ) 28, 1913;  died  Februaiy  17, 1997 
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New  fronts 

STAR  Trek  and  Barbie:  the 
synaptic  cross-fertilisation  of 
these  two  post-iconic  20th 
century  commodities  is  as  in- 
evitable as  thefin-de-sUcIean- 
ingonlsm  that  eternally  re- 
spawns  them  anew  for  each 
successh-e  generation  ofa  vol- 
. untarily  disenfranchised  pro- 
letariaL  Just  as  every  Trek- 
kcr's  urge  to  dress  up  in  a 
Starfleet  costume  is  an  admis- 
sion of  a desire  to  wear  his 
mother's  clothes,  so  the 
ownership  of  Star  Trek  Barbie 
and  Ken  reinforces  the  homo- 
eroticism  inherent  in  the 
quasi-religious  worship  of 
(Sene  Roddenberry's  mascu- 
line idols. 


Compare  the  obvious  cas- 
tration complex  of  the  genital- 
less  Ken  with  the  thrusting 
breasts  of  the  vibrantly  blonde 
Barbie  and  it's  clear  who’s  the 
heterosexual  on  this  starehip- 
By  extrapolating  the  pan-sex- 
ual ^alitarianlsm  of  Star 
Trek's  exogenetic  monomor- 
pb  ism,  these  quintessential 
artefacts  truly  go  where  no 
man  has  ^ne  b^re.  And  I 
like  Barbie’s  hair. 

SFX  magazine  reviews  the  new 
StarTrekBarbiedolL 

Lost  & found 

GLASS  or  ceramic: 

Bottle  or  Jar  31 
Glass  or  cup:  12 
Ugbt  bulb:  7 
Food 
Apple:  1 
Cairot4 
Onion:  2 

Plantain  with  condom:  l 
Zucchini:  2 
Wooden 

Stick  or  broMn  handle:  10 
Kitchen  d^ce 
Mortar  pe^e:  2 
Spatula:! 

Knife  sharpener  1 
Mlscellaiieoas  tools 
flashlight  2 


BaU 

Baseball' 2 
Pool  cue  balLl 
Miscellaneous  containers 
Baby  powder  ean:  i 
Candle  box:  1 
Collections 

Oil  can  with  potato  stopper 
402  stones 

Beer  glass  and  preserving  pot 
Lemon  and  cold  cream  jar 
Eectalfioeign  bodies  limed  in 
Bni^ry  Magazine,  and  also 
posted  upon  the  buttpage 
www.weU.com/user/eynsa/ 
newbutLhtmk  objects  and 
numbers  recovered. 

Bottoms  up 

drinking  rituals  go  batds  a 

long  way  to  Dionysian  revels 
at  the  very  dawn  of  Western 
civilisation.  According  to 
Geoffluy  ofMonmouth.  tiie 
practice  of  drinking  to  anoth- 
^'s  health  was  introduced 
into  Britain  by  Angles  *>"*1 
Saxons  in  the  5th  century. 

Until  the  priririip  of  the  16th 
century,  there  was  commonly 
only  one  glass  or  goblet  for 
the  whdls  table.  When  pet^ 
stopped  sharing  the  same 
vessel,  they  rUnv^  their  gob- 
lets to  show  that  tfai^  were 


still  sharing  the  same  recre- 
ational substance,  and 
glasses  grew  in  popularity 
over  metal  gobl^  because  of 
their  siqierlor  ringiwg  tone 
when  tapped  tt^ether. 

The  word  “toast”  comes 
fium  the  fact  that  once  it  was 
the  practice  to  put  a slice  of 
toast  in  a mug  of  ale  (it  sup- 
posedly improved  the 
fevour).  While  drinking  as  a 
symbolic  declaration  of  fel- 
lowship has  its  roots  in  his- 
torical periods  of  shifting  loy- 
alties, such  as  the  English 
Civil  War  or  Jacobin  revolts. 

To  drink  with  fronds  is 
thus  to  tap  into  an  ancient 
stream  of  consoling  rituaL 
While  to  drink  with  strai]^rs 
is  to  discover  that  ricohol — 
like  music  and  football — af- 
fords a kind  of  Intemational 
language. 

XL  For  Men  mogoci/ie  raises 
Us  glass,  and  drinks  Jiari^e. 

Last  orders 

RICHARD  Schoonboven:  55- 
year*old  widower,  incurable 
tiiroat  cancer.  He  arrived 
today  from  Het  Veem  Hospi- 
tal The  nurses’  notes  sent 
with  him  say:  "Mr.  Schoonho- 


ven  has  bemi  asking  for  death 
these  past  few  weeks  but  the 
doctors  have  not  responded 
to  that” 

When  I go  to  shake  hands 
witii  Mr  Sdiooiihoven  he 
says  immediatelir:  "Doctor,  I 
want  to  die.  Please  help  me." 

"Bat  didn’t  iron  discuss 
this  with  the  doctors  at  the 
hospital?’’ 

"1  did  but  they  ignored 
me.”  He  begins  to  sob  uncon- 
trollably. 1 soothe  hirn  as  best 
I can,  then  1 go  call  Het  Veem. 

What  happened?  Schoon- 
hoven  was  hc^italised  for  a 
throat  operation.  On  admis- 
sion they  agre^  not  to  resus- 
citate him  jfhe  went  into  car^ 
diac  arrest  Daring  the 
operation  somethiz^  went 
horribly  wroi^  a size^le 
amount  tissue  fell  down 
into  the  trachea,  causii^  res- 
piratory arrest  They 
couldn't  get  the  lump  outand 
so  performed  a txacheotomy. 
Then  he  went  into  cardiac  ai> 
rest  and  without  a moment’s 
hesitation  they  b^an  to 
resuscitate  hi^ 

That  was  wrong,  but  I can 
sympathise  with  it  It  must  be 
impossible  in  a situation  sim* 
ply  to  say,  Oh,  what  the  bell, 


he  didn’t  want  to  be  resusci- 
tated anyway.  But  whm  he 
came  to,  he  bad  lost  almost  all 
power  of  speech  and  still  had 
the  tube  sticking  out  of  his 
throat.  Also,  as  a conse- 
quence of  his  brain  having 
been  without  blood  for  a 
while,  his  left  arm  and 
were  paralysed. 

As  soon  as  he  was  awake 
again  and  fUUy  aware  of  his 
situation,  be  asked  for  death, 
all  the  time  — day  in,  day  out. 
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This  got  on  tl 
nerves.  Onti 
ranged  for  hj 
Schoonhove 
mood.almos 
At9am,Ie 
hemlock.  Scl 
daughter  is  t 
control  of  tiu 
that  what  I h 
Just  hand  it 
Although' 
support  him 
drinks,  he’s 
and  half  of  V 
comes  sputt  i 
inhisttuua 
hires  that  hi ' 
drinkingan 
great  efforts 
raises  the  Cl 
realise  how 
must  be  feel 
drink  death 
presence  oft 
him  back  on 
hisdau^ter 

He  looks  at  h 
asks,  ”How  te 
Shelaugfa^ 
her  tears  and 
speaks  softly 
you’re  goingl 
toAdrie,  ..a 
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Reining  in  giobal  markets 


Alefx  Brummer  / 

Rnanelal  EdKor  { 

“proved  regulatory  system, 
^uwi  will  be  dlscutoed  at  tiie 

don  aud  in  tbe  Sumitoino  case 

tile  irregularities  stretched 
across  tbe  gfobe  flrom.  Tokyo, 
to  New  Yoik  and  the  Toudim 
Metal  Exchange  in  the  City. 

Mr  Clarke  noted  that  tbe 
“international  regulatory 
bodies’*  were  working  on  the 
issues  and  expressed  the  hope 
that  tbe  Denver  summit  “will 
see  concrete  propoeals  for  im- 
plementaticm  of  these  Ideas". 
If  the  Section  goes  against 
the  Tories  the  Denver  meet- 

ing  could  be  the  first  big  en- 
^gement  on  the  world  staee 

my  over  the  next  20  years”. 
While  Mr  Clarke  stressed  the 

CbancUor, 
^^^^Kenneth  qirke, 
H said  yesterdL  that 
H talks  were^  ad- 
H vanced  for  fighter 
system  of  global  finai^  r^- 
ulation  to  deal  wifix  rv  prod- 
ucts such  as  deriva^  and 
with  crises  across  latlonal 
boundaries.  He  bop/  it  will 
be  In'  place  by  the  si^er. 

The  search  fori  better 
means  of  policing  p ^otjol 
markets  was  sparmby  the 
Barings  implosion7o  years 
ago  and  has  been  Ajderlined 
recently  by  Sumi^’s  huge 

Washington  in  preparotioa 
for  the  G7  staontit  sriieduted 
for  Denver  in  June. 

Both  the  Barings  and  Snmi- 
tomo  problems  hetve  demon- 
strated  the  problems  of  inter- 
national  . regulation  of 
fiaancial  institutions  and 
markets.  In  the  case  of  Bar- 
iu^  supervision  foU  down 
between  Siogapore  and  Lem- 

for  the  Labour  team  of  Tony 
Blair  and  Gordon  Brown. 

Ihe  Chane^oris  speech  fo- 
cused closely  op  Britain’s  rde 
as  a force  6xc  change  on  the 
world  eoontxnic  stage.  Mr 
Clarke  daimed  that  economic 
reforms  In  the  UK  meant  that 
it  was  “in  better  shape  than 
many  of  our  European  neigh- 
bours to  compete  successfully 
in  the  modem  gl<^  econo- 

importance  of  the  UK's  Euro- 
pean ties,  he  also  noted  that 
by  the  year  201S  “emeri^g 
Asia,  that  is  all  Asia  except 
Japan,  will  have  a la^er 
share  of  ouput  foe  G7  in- 

dustrialised nations”. 

Tbe  Chancier  a^ed:  ‘The 
EU  will  undoubted^  continue 
to  be  the  major  market  ^ 
British  exports.  But  tbe  key 
to  success  in  the  21st  century 

Keep  out,  fund  managers  tell  banks 

sure  of  a fiSOmiljn  hole  in 

Tony  Hay  and  JcAa  Pbtoli 

converted  omiding  soclet- 

taeted  aaid  that  the  returns 
on  investment  banking  op- 
erations were  not  outstand- 

“If  you  put  too  many 
lesliiction  on  a trader,  he 
might  as  well  not  be  there 
anyway.  It  is  a very  fine 
dividing  line  between  hav- 
ing the  controls  tight  and 
controlling  them  out  of  ex- 
istence.” 

The  loss  was  all  the  more 
alarming  because  Natwest 
had  a reputation  for  being 
very  cautions. 

“After,  all  it  is  mn  by  a 
mathematician.**  said  a 
spokesman  for  one  of  Brit- 
ain's biggest  pension 
funds.  “If  it  can  happen  to 
them,  then  other  banks 
could  really  have  prob- 
lems.** 

tbe  accowts  of  I^est  as  a 

sahie  path,  “Tbe  Woolwich 

rate  swaps.  /' 

At  a seminar  jfUie  City  Of 

London.  Mr  Cwe  said  it 
was  time  “to  mure  that 
problems  do  nopU  through 
the  regulatory  d”.  Britain  is 

■I  "UJs  £50  miUlnti  *folack 

a hole**  discovered  at 
a NatWest  has  tiuareased 
ftujd  managers’  fears  that 
high  street  hantoa  are 
nsng  shareholders’  ftmds 

and  Halifax  are  a worry. 
An  analyst  rang  me  to  say 
these  gnys  were  absolntely 
gaegtug  to  make  aoqn^- 
tions.  They  will  inevitably 
overpay  and  should  stick  to 
their  knitting.” 

Another  manager  said 
the  mentality  of  a 
bank  was  difterent  to  that 
of  an  investment  bank. 
“The  TSB-BOn  Samnel  fi- 
asco showed  that  these 
guys  have  their  limitations 
and  should  not  be 
tempted.** 

Most  Fund  managers  con- 

ing  compared  with  those 
available  in  mainstream 
clearing  operations. 

Another  said  NatWest*s 
controls  were  not  good 
enough.  ‘T  laughed  when 
(chief  execotive)  Derek 
Wanless  said  they  would 
probably  have  to  upgrade 
their  computers  systems 
after  this. 

“The  compntan  are  not 
the  problem,  with  a bad 
trader  you  have  to  have 
close  personal  supervi- 
sion.** 

Bot  one  nspondent  said: 

pushing  for  thetoignation  of 
a “lead  regulatf  or  “coorili- 
nator”  for  eacpternatlonal 
financial  grourftitii  respon- 
sibility for  pwg  together 
regulation.  / 

Mr  Clarke  mtinance  min- 
isters from  Group  of 

Seven  richrt  industrial 
countries  ardashing  out  an 

trading  at  the  expense  of 
their  traditional  business. 

One  senior  investment 
manager  contacted  by  the 
Guardian  said:  ‘’These 
losses  win  canine  to  «hip 
away  at  pecq^’s  confidence 
in  clearing  banks  gcung  into 
investinmtt  hafiiriiig  at  alL” 

He  feared  that  soon-to-be- 

win  be  to  continue  to  main- 
tain or  even  improve  our 
presence  there,  while  also  ex- 
panding our  presence  in  rap- 
idly growing  markets.” 

Mr  Clarke  expressed  his 
support  for  the  emergence  of 
trading  blocs  like  Mafia  and 
Apec  (which  brings  together 
the  Pacific  economies)  and 
the  BU  in  advancing  the 
mnltUateral  trade  agenda. 

But  he  warned  that  these 
blocs  could  have  a detrlmen 
tal  effect  on  trade  if  they 
cause  ”a  retreat  into  managed 
trade  rather  than  an  open 
world  market”. 

The  Chancdlor  also  said 
the  UK  would  be  pu*Mi>g  for 
reforms  of  the  DfF*s  mandate 
to  reDect  the  changing  nature 
of  the  global  economy,  in  par- 
ticularly freedom  d capita) 
movements.  He  noted  that  the 
IMF  at  present  has  ”no  mis 
Sion  in  the  area  of  capital 
Bows**.  Turning  to  the  World 
Rank,  he  aid  it  needed  to  ad 
just  to  a world  in  which  pri 
vate  flows  to  developing 
countries  are  now  Ove  times 
those  of  official  Dows. 

He  again  expressed  his  om- 
fldenee  that  the  debt  plan  he 
h^>ed  launch  two-and  a-half- 
years  ago  ihr  the  poorest 
countries  would  soon  get  off 
the  ground,  with  Uganda  the 
first  cous^  eligible  for  relief 
of  its  multilater^  debt 


Contpversy  mounts  as  utility  leaders  use  muscle  to  squeeze  smaller  competitors 
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ow  blows  Mp  as  gas  prices  are 
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.OMPETmON  to  sup- 
ply rhMip  gas  to  mlt 
i^v^lions  of  domestic  con- 
a^umers  heated  up  yesterday 
,'wben  Centrica,  the  newly  de- 
f merged  British  - Gas-.'  sundy 
r!  aim,  provoked  cootroversy 
i by  aonouncing  price,  cuts  for 
• better  .off  consumers. . 

Urn  decision  to  introduce 
an  additional  6 per  cMt  dls- 
oounf  ibc  direct-debit  custonk 

en  in  the  first'  coo^etltioa 
trial  area  in  the  South-west, 
brought  protests  firom  other 
mi^iirs.  Om  warueAthat,  if 
aOowed.  the  price  cuts  could 
stwangto  competition  at  birth, 

' Geatrica  retains  about  ..80. 
per  p<g»»  of  the  dcunesUc  gas 
market  in  the  South-w^ 


wh3e  the  remainder  of  the 
500^000  customers  in  the 
Devon.  Cornwall, and  Somer- 
set pDot  area,  have  switched 
to  other  suppUm.  Among 
direct  debit  consumers  the 
figure  is  nearly  one  in  four. 

Industry  watchdog  Ofgas. 
which  must  now'approve  the 
price  cut  or  force 'Centrica  to 
withdraw  the  offer,  responded 
Ijy  'ipiinn'hing  a sb-day  consul- 
tation. It  must  ascertain 
whether,  under  the  terms  ot 
the  1995  Gas  Act.  Centrica’s 
lose  of  94  pm:  of  its  direct 

debit  custc»ner#in  the  South- 
we^  ccHistitutes'the  estaUJsh- 
ment  of  oompeiaiipa. 


The 
worth  lust 
typical 
a year. 

D^ending 
cisfon.  KQke 


iUscouut  is 
£30  cm  a 
bm  of  £390 


l^liscount  de- 
fer. man- 


aglns  director  of  Centrica’s 
domestic  supply  arm.  British 
Gas  Trading,  said:  ”Our 
rivals  say  Ofi^  should  block 
the  price  cot  untQ  ccanpeti- 
tion  is  well  established. 
They've  had  it  too  easy  and 
they  should  not  protest  too 
much.  We  believe  competi- 
tkm  is  now  firmly  established 
In  the  direct  debit  market” 
But  Neil  Lambert  joint  gen- 
eral manager  of  Calortex.  one 
of  the  14  rival  gas  suppliers, 
last  night  dismi^ed  tbtf  claim 
as  “absolute  rubbish",  fie 
**With  80  per  cent  of  the 
market,  wheth^  ^ caQ  it  a 
monop<^  or  a high  leva]  of  | 
rirgninatinn,  it  doesn't  SSeiU  tO 
me  that  competitim  has  been 
firmly  estaUi^ied.  Allowing 
price  cuts  now  will  strait 
ccanpetition  at  birth.” 

Sue  SlIpTnan.  diRCtOT  of  file 


Gas  Consumers  Council, 
warned  the  additional  dis- 
count would  widen  the  gap 
between  direct-debit  custom- 
ers. those  who  used  most  gas 
mod  tended  to  be  most  credit 
worthy,  and  low-lnoome  cus- 
tomers. many  of  whom  used 
prepayment  metors.  Updated 
Sgimee  released  by  the  GCC 
showed  that  poorer  custom- 
ers had  to  pay  between  2l  per 
cent  more  foom  Centrica  and 
17  per  cent  more  from  its 
nearest  rivals  for  tlwxr  gas. 

CompetitiOD  was  extended 
to  an  800.000  CUS- 

tomers  in  Dorset  and  the  for- 
ma* county  of  Avon  in  Febru- 
ary from  Priday,  to 

another  900.000  In  Sussex  and 
Sent.  Ofgas  says  75.000  cf 
those  customeia  ha^  already 
Signed  contracts  to  swifob 
from  Gentiica. 


Scrambled 
pricing  puts 
BT  on  line 
for  market 
domination 

CONSTANT  and  confus- 
ing price  changes,  cou- 
pled wtfii  a misplaced  regu- 
latory policy,  has  enabled 
British  Telecom  to  retain 
its  grip  on  the  UK  market, 
according  to  a report  pub- 
lished yesterday,  writes 
Nicholas  Bannister. 

National  Utility  Services 
said:  **A  legacy  of  misdi- 
rected pricing  initiatiTes 
has  left  BT  in  a dominant 
position  and  able  to  control 
the  market  by  Igniting 
price  wars  and  confusing 
consumers  with  constantly 
i-hnupiTip  tariffo.’* 

The  organlsatiozu  which 
provides  a ntUlties  analysis 
serrice  for  more  than 
750.000  companies  world- 
wide, alao  attfideed  the  tete- 


com  regulator’s  continued 
use  of  price  caps. 

Tony  LeWaroe.  NUS  head 
of  telecommunications, 
said:  “ft  prices  and.  subse- 
quently. profits  are  kept 
low,  suppliers  will  not  be 
able  to  mount  a sucCMsfiil 
Bttadk  agidnst  the  telecom 
giant. 

“Only  when  BT  Is  forced 
to  maintain  prices  at  a set 
level,  as  AT&T  was  com- 
pelled to  do  in  the  US,  will 
true  competition  be  estab- 
lished and  tbe  UK  finally 
see  a David  who  can  with- 
stand tbe  mighty  Goliath.” 

Andrew  Johns.  NUS  di- 
rector, said  that  Don 
Cmicksbank  (above),  the 
director  general  of  Oftel, 
was  concentrating  on  mak- 
ing BT  tbe  most  efficient  te- 
leram company.  If  he  suc- 
ceeded. there  would  be  no 
room  for  competition. 

He  said  many  large  com< 
panics  were  returning  to  BT 
after  finding  that  rivals 
were  not  all  they  were 
cracked  op  to  be  in  terms  Of 
customer  services  and  price. 

■ PHOTOGfUPK'iMVIDIlMNSEU. 
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OX'EBEIGNTY;  is  it  en 
banced  or  diminished 
y being  shared?  It  is  an 
age  old  question  and  one  to 
wtuch  a number,  perhaps 
significant  number,  of  British 
MPs  believe  they  know  the 
answer  — at  least  as  far  as 
Britain’s  relations  with 
Europe  are  concerned. 

They  are  angry  at  the  way 
the  decisions  of  British  courts 
can  be  overturned  b)*  judg 
ments  at  European  level  and 
are  fiirious  at  the  thought  of 
Imving  to  hand  over  rontrol 
of  Britain's  currency  and 
hence  its  interest  rates  to  a 
European  central  bank. 

It  is  a moot  point.  hou*ever, 
how  many  wotw  be  prepaid 
to  slmre  the  sovereignty  of 
parliament  by  having  referen- 
dums  on  many  issues  beyond 
that  of  the  sin^  currency. 

Sir  Leon  Brittan  is  a man 
who  knows  both  sides  of  the 
debate,  as  a British  cabinet 
minister  and  as  one  of  tbe 
senior  European  commission- 
ers in  Brussels.  Sir  Leon  sees 
things  in  a rather  different 
light 

Fbr  liim  Europe  has  en- 
hanced not  diminished  Brit- 
ain’s sovereignty  if  one  inter- 
prets the  word  as  meaning  the 
power  to  determine,  or  at 
least  shape,  events  in  which 
the  counties  interests  have 
been  deeply  Involved. 

Britain,  he  argues,  has  been 
able  to  press  the  cause  of  ibee 
trade  in  Europe  awi,  by  doing 
so,  carry  the  debate  into  a 
much  wider  sphere.  Would 
Britain,  be  asks,  have  bad  the 
same  Influence  in  negotiating 
with  tbe  US  over  questions 
like  infonuation  technology 
and,  even  more  recently,  fi- 
nancial services,  if  it  spoke 
alone  or  alongside  its  Euro- 
pean partners? 

More  controversially  p»- 
haps,  be  redtons  fiiat  Brit- 
ain’s detemination  to  priva- 
tise monopolistic  utilities,  for 
example,  and  to  introduce 
greater  labour  market  fiKti- 
bOity  is  finding  resonance  in 
Europe,  albeit  rather  slowly. 

Before  anyone  gets  too  car- 
ried away  it  should  be 
remembered  that  Britain  is 
not  tbe  only  sizpporter  of  free 
trade.  Nor  bas  tbe  privatisa- 
tion of  Britain's  utilities 
proved  an  unmitigat^  suc- 
cess. Far  from  it.  It  should  be 
remembered  too  that  there  is 
much  to  admire  in  the  Euro- 
pean idea  of  tlie  social  market 
economy,  even  if  it  is  under 
pressure  of  international 
competition  and  rising  social 
cost. 

That  said,  tbe  point  is  still  a 
good  one.  It  is  at  least  worth 
considering  w’hetber  British 
interests  are  best  served 
wrapped  in  the  Union  Jack  or 
as  part  of  a wider  network  of 
interests.  It  is  easy  to  see 
when  Britain’s  interests  are 
overridden  by  others  within 
tbe  EU.  There  are  always 
plenty  of  people  who  daim 
British  aspirations  have 
fallen  victim  to  back^Lrs 


Brussels  diplomacy,  rather 
fewer  to  underline  the  suc- 
cesses of  British  iniluenee. 

Such  Influence  should  not 
be  over-estimated,  but  nor 
should  it  be  understated  or 
thrown  away  by  what  can  eas- 
ily come  to  be  seen  others 
within  the  union  as  an  en- 
trenched and  negative  view 
as  to  the  balance  of  advantage 
of  a sovereignty  shared. 


BA  backfires? 

Amid  all  tbe  i^tical  hy- 
perbole dominating  the 
Europe  debate  in  the 
run  up  to  the  election,  there 
arc  signs  that  the  European 
Commission  is  preparing  to 
take  a conciliatory  tone  on 
one  issue  that  goes  to  the 
heart  of  British  commercial 
inteFe.sis. 

Fbr  months  now  competi- 
tion officials  at  the  commis- 
sion's headquarters,  led  by 
Karel  v.in  Miert,  have  been 
exhaustively  examining 
screeds  of  documentation  on 
BA’s  pl.*uined  grand  alliance 
with  .American  Airlines.  With 
the  tie-up  expected  to  give  the 
two  carriers  63  per  cent  of  the 
transatlantic  air  traffic  mar- 
ket, the  commission  bas  made 
it  dear  it  bas  real  concerns 
that  consumers,  that  is  air 
travellers,  will  pay  a higher 
price. 

For  once  it  might  look  as  if 
an  airline's  decision  to  pro- 
vide detailed  documentation 
and  evidence  on  Its  plans  to 
Brussels  could  have 
backfired. 

Even  though  BA  chief  Rob- 
ert Ayling  has  been  far  more 
^n.  if  occasionally  abrupt, 
in  his  dealings  with  Brussels 
than  many  of  his  colleagues 
In  the  European  airline  in- 
dustry. so  for  he  has  little  to 
show.  The  more  information 
given  to  the  commission,  the 
more  it  has  had  into  whii^  to 
sink  its  teeth. 

Or  maybe  not.  There  is  a 
view  in  Brussels  that  tbe  com- 
mission should  tread  care- 
folly  with  BA,  it  is  one  of  the 
few  carriers  in  Europe  tliat  is 
commercially  successful, 
with  real  chances  of  carving 
out  a place  in  tbe  fost  chang- 
ing global  airline  business.  To 
put  too  many  obstades  in  its 
way  could  ultimately  prove 
even  more  hazardous  for 
consumers. 

Tbe  signs  are  Mr  van  Miert 
is  listening  to  this  argument 
Although  the  first  gwhangpg 
in  this  row  were  highly  vitri- 
olic, now  it  be  that  Brus- 
sds  and  Britain’s  Dqiartment 
of  Trade  and  Industry  are 
working  quietly  but  construe- 
tzvdy  to  ensure  that  tbe  pro- 
nouncement on  tbe  alliance, 
expected  next  month, 
coincide. 

No  mean  foat  given  that  a 
UK/US  o^n  skies  agreement 
has  to  be  slotted  into  the  time- 
table as  wen. 

But  Mr  van  Miert  should 
not  make  too  many  conces- 
sions. Experience  shouU  tell 
him  that  airlin^  are  fiercely 
resistant  to  pressures  to  cut 
their  prices,  and  air  travel- 
lers in  Europe  are  all  too 
ofteo  paying  all  too  much.  If 
the  EU  is  to  continue  to  pro- 
gress from  an  institutional 
coocept  into  a body  which  di- 
rectly benefits  the  lives  of  its 
citizens,  then  acticHis  such  as 
measures  to  increase  compe- 
tition and  reduce  fores  will  be 
vital  in  the  future. 


Littlewoods  salea  Iigh-Street  bargain  I £200m  order  for  Southend  line 
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The  privately-owned 

Littlewoods  group  put 
Its'  J 35-strong  store 
phati%  on  the  market  yester- 
day ^iu  what  eaqierts  have 
described  as  the  best  retail 
' tVFortunity  for  a decade. 

Asda,  TOSCO  and  Sains- 
bury  are  believed  to  be 
leading,  the  battle  to  buy 
the  prime  h^h-otreet  sites. 
whiSb  conld  also  attract  in- 
terest  'clothing 

retailers  each  as  Store- 
hbuaef  ai^oiveraeas  chains. 
'The~attei^  to.'.seU  the 
poorly^perforinlhg  stores 
stems  from  ft,Te«iew  of  the 
StuiQi,  'foH6wkng  • ftps  ap- 


1 '• 

pointiitent  last! spring  of  i 
former  Cable  % Wirdese 
boss  James  Rose. 

“We  aim  to  Bifsag  primar- 
Uy  on  home  shipping.”  Mr 
BOSS  said  yesterday,  adding 
Qmt  the  oompniy  wouM 
continue  to  runUtUewoods 

footbaU pools.  V,  ^ 

Mr  Ross  made  it  dear 
that  the  groiq»'woi]ld  hang 
on  to  the  stor^  which 
ploy  10,000  « 

could  not  get  m acceptable 
price  — believed  to  be  more 
than£700mxlM-  __ 

He  was  speaking  after 
revealing  1986  profits  of\ 
£112  million.  ^15  ®S£ 

liteber  than.  m 1®^  ™ 
t^  rrault  was  buoyed 
mail  order  irofits,  which 


compensated  for  a static 
£83  mUlion  from  the  store 
dudn*s  £479  •miTHmn  sales, 

. LittiewDOdeiiisistsfiiatit 
will  only  sell  in  a shtcde 
a^i,  to  ensure  that  it  is  not 
left  with  the  worst  sites. 
But  Mfr  Roas' acceded  fiiat 
the  buyer  could  be-  a cem- 
sortium.  Two-thirds  of  the 
shops  are  freehold  or  on 
long  leaseholds,  which 
would  appeal  to  a buyer. 
But  a thfrd  of  the  sriling 
iB  not  <m  the  ground 
floor,  essential  for  super- 
market operations.  This 
has  sparked  speeuIati<Mi 
that  the  rfiain  could  be  ac- 
quired by  a supermarket 
gjPQup  jp  coQfunction  with  a 

clothing  retailer  like  Next 


Keith  Harper 
Transport  EdWor 


jn  £200  million  order  for 
#m  new  rolling  stock  on  the 
^%densely  oommirter 
line  between  London  and 
Southend  announced  yester- 
day will  pave  the  way  for  a 
fortber  Sl.ebilUon  in  orders 
tor  new  trains  in  the  priva- 
tised railway  over  tbe  next  lo 


years.  Ihe  SouQiend  order, 
the  largest  in  the  privatised 
IndustiT.  centres  round  a con- 
tract for  44  state  of  the  art 
tralu  which  wO)  be  built  by 
tbe  Derby  compacty,  Adtranz. 
and  supc^ed  by  the  train  leas- 
ing company,  Porterbrook, 
Triuch  will  maintain  them. 

They  have  been  chosen  by 
Prism  Rail,  the  second  biggest 
train  operator,  es  preferred 
suppliers  for  a £17miUiQo  a 


AustraUa  tSB 
18.79 

Seielum  SS.<fi 
Canada &1S 
Cypna  0.797S 
Denmark  10.20 
Finland  S.li 


France  9.00 
Qennany  2.6800 
Qraece  424.00 
Hong  Keng  1220 
India  S8.03 
Ireland  1.002S 
taraei  6.42 


Italy  2,888 
Malta  0.80 
Netherlands  sxioso 
New  Zealand  224 
Nonvay  10.80 
Portugal  268J)0 
Saudi  AraWa  5.95 


SbTgaper«22S 

SouBi  Aftici  782 
Spain  S2&.00 
Sweden  1209 
SettZKtBKf  252 
Turkey  193.620 
USA  1.8600 


Sup^laa  «y  NafW«w  B*o*  lutiueim  Mien  rupee  me  IvmF  tMei). 


year,  12-year  deal  to  maintain 
tiie  new  airconditioned  fleet 
They  will  replace  rolling 
stock  some  of  which  dates 
fr^l958. 

Prism,  which  operates 
three  other  firanchises  as  well , 
as  the  London,  Tilbury  and 
Southend  line,  has  been  given 
a is-year  deal  to  run  the  40- , 
mile  track  to  the  Esses  sea- 
side resort  on  the  understand- 
ing that  it  replaces  aadquated 
ndling  stock. 

Transport  Secretary.  Sir 
George  Young,  described  the 
announcement  as  "great 
news  for  railway  passengers.’ 

It  was  yet  more  evidence  of| 
the  private  sector’s  commit- 
ment to  bnildlng  a new  rail- 
way passengers  want  to  use. 


News  in  brief 

Labour  to  revive 
twin  budgets 

Hie  Labour  Party  is  planning 
to  abandon  the  unified  No- 
vember Budget  in  favour  of 
the  old  tWD-parter  if  it  wins 
the  General  Election,  shadow 
chancellor  Gordon  Brown’s 
office  eemfirmed  last  night 

Mr  Brown  is  alr^y  geared 
op  to  produce  a bud^t  pack- 
age in  the  weeks  immediately 
following  polling  day,  ex- 
pected to  te  May  1.  and  a 
spokesman  confirmed  that 
f^er  measures  would  not  be 
announced  until  March,  1998. 

It  is  Uk^‘  that  this  would  be 
a taxation  statement  only, 
jqwnrilng  proposals  fbUow^ 
in  November  — the  practice 
until  Norman  Lament  intro- 
duced the  first  unified  Budget 
in  Novanber,  1993. 

Russian  diamond  talks 

De  Beers,  the  world’s  largest 
diamond  producer,  said  con- 
tlnued  sates  of  Russian  dia- 
monds direct  to  the  market 
had  helped  depress  the  price. 
The  group  is  in  talks  with 
Russian  authorities  to  try  to 
find  a new  contract.  - Tbe 
group  said  rough  diamond 
sales  in  the  second  half  were 
at  a record  level  of] 
S2.088  billion. 


VAT  loophole  dosed 

The  Government  announced 
yesteiday  it  was  amending 
the  proposals  in  last  Novem- 
ber's Budget  designed  to  close 
a flOOmillion  VAT  loophrie 
on  property.  The  new  propos- 
als. which  will  be  contained 
in  the  finance  bill,  are  more 
tightly  crastructed  but  still 
eqiected  to  net  the  l^vasurv' 
the  missing  millions.  The 
Budget  had  recommended 
that  landlords  should  not  be 
allowed  to  reclaim  VAT 
which  they  had  paid  on  build- 
ing and  refurbishing  proper- 
ties that  were  sub^oently 
let  to  VAT  exempt  tenants. 
Customs  St  Excise  had  argued 
this  had  led  to  some  landlords 
reclaiming  VAT  erroneously. 

Smith  profits  held  back 

Difficulties  in  the  U5  hdd 
back  profits  at  Smith  & 
Nephew,  the  artificial  limh 
and  medical  products  group. 
Pricing  pressure  in  the  US  hit 
profits  on  orthopa^e  im- 
plants as  well  as  wound  treat- 
ments. Average  selling  prices 
fdl  by  3 per  cent  although 
sales  volumes  grew  6 per  cent. 
US  and  UK  sides  each  grew  3 
per  cent  but  an  overall  drop 
in  selling  left  1996  pre-tax 
pre^  only  £8  million  higher 
than  1998  at  Eire  mllUon. 
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EU  pressed 
to  penalise 
Buima’s 
brutal  junta 


In  the  third  day  of 
Brussels  reports, 
Larry  Elliott  and 
Julie  Wolf  look  at 
union  leaders’  new 
message;  Workers 
of  the  globalised 
economy  unite 


European  and  inter- 
national trade  unions 
are  putting  mounting 
pressure  on  Brussels 
to  penalise  Burma's  brutal 
military  regune  with  eco- 
nomic sanctions  amid  fears 
that  France,  Britain  and  Ger- 
many may  try  to  block  action 
later  this  month. 

Unions  are  ur^g  mea- 
sures against  Burma  as  a sign 
that  Europe  will  not  tolerate  a 
flouting  of  human  rights  and 
core  labour  standaris.  and 
are  seeking  the  removal  of 
special  tariff  privileges  for 
Burmese  imports  into  the 
European  Union. 

The  European  Trade  Union 
Ck>nfederation  and  the  Inter- 
national Confederation  of 
Free  Trade  Unions  believe 
that  the  willingness  oS  the 
council  of  ministers  in  three 
weeks  to  back  tough  steps 
against  Burma  will  provide  a 
key  test  of  Europe’s  real  sup- 
port for  labour  rights. 

But  they  are  growing  con- 
cerned that  Prance  — one  of 
the  main  suppporters  of 
labour  standards  at  last 
year's  ministerial  conference 
of  the  Wotld  Trade  Organisa- 
tion In  Singapore  — may  be 
preparing  to  Block  the  move. 
Prance's  biggest  multi- 
national, Total,  is  Involved  In 
a 9U  billion  (nSD  milUon) 
Joint  venture  to  build  a gas 
pipeline  In  Burma. 

Britain  and  Germany  are 
thought  to  be  wary  of  setting 
a precedent  that  could  be  used 
against  otber  countries  to 
prevent  low-priced  goods  en- 
tering western  markets. 

The  trade  commissioner. 
Sir  Leon  Brittan.  said  Europe 
would  not  be  in  breach  of  any 
international  trade  agree- 
ment if  it  remov'ed  the  special 
privileges  from  Burma,  “ifor 
certain  countries  we  give  cer- 
tain preferential  access.  We 
are  not  obliged  to  do  so.  If  a 
cuimtry  behaves  as  badly  as 


Burma  does,  we  are  not  going 
to.” 

The  union  organisations 
hope  a successful  eanuMign 
against  Burma  wlli  open  the 
floodgates  for  action  against 
other  countries,  and  have 
asked  Brussels  to  launch  an 
investigation  into  the  use  of 
child  labour  by  Pakistan. 

Tbe  Burma  campaign  Is  one 
of  the  latest  world  issues 
raised  by  international  union 
groups  which  increasingly 
see  Brussels  as  their  base. 

Some  are  there  because  of 
the  European  Union,  others 
ended  up  in  the  city  for  other 
reasons.  The  International 
Confederation  of  Free  7'iade 
Unions  was  set  up  there  in 
1949  in  part  because  its  found- 
ing president  was  Belgian. 

Brussels  may  be  home,  but 
most  international  trade 
union  leaders  spend  months 
on  the  road.  Bill  Jordan,  for- 
mer president  of  Britain's 
Amalgamated  Engineering 
and  Electrical  Union  and  now 
general  secretary  of  the 
ICFTU.  who  travels  four  to 
Qve  months  a year,  was  in 
South  Korea  earlier  this  year 
backing  the  trade  union  Gght 
against  l^islation  to  elimi- 
nate Job  security  and  main- 
tain a hau  on  some  unions.  He 
is  also  working  on  the  Burma 
issue. 

Mr  Jordan,  who  left  the  do- 
mestic polidcal  scene  two 
years  ago,  said:  “I  had  led  a 
British  union  that  saw  three 
million  jobs  disappear  out  of 
seven  m m inn  . . . Tet  during 
the  Thatcher  years,  the  only 
union  victory  was  the  fight 
for  a shorter  working  week.” 

He  argues  that  workers  In 
the  developed  and  the  devel- 
oping world  have  an  interest 
in  cooperating  because  ^b- 
alisatlon  has  made  them 
much  more  Interdependent 
and  because  “for  the  first 
Hme  we  have  a predominant 
ideolo^  that  believes  trade 
unionism  shouldn't  exist”. 
Unions  should  support  an 
open  global  trading  system, 
“but  what  we’re  not  commit- 
ted to  is  that  it  should  be 
driven  solely  by  unrestrained 
market  forces.” 

The  International  Textile. 
Garment  and  Leather  Work- 
ers' Federation  is  active  In 
j another  global  campaign  of 
I the  Brussels-based  imtons  — 
tbe  fight  against  child  labour. 

I Neil  Kearney,  who  became 
' general  secretary  iMT  the  inter- 
national in  1988  after  working 
at  tbe  UK's  National  Union  of 
Tailors  and  Garment  Work- 
ers. spends  eight  to  nine 
months  a year  travelling  to 
textile  factories,  tanneries 
and  conferences  throughout 
the  world  to  obtain  better  con- 
ditions for  workers  and  stamp 
out  child  labour  ^ which  was 
an  issue  at  the  textile  unions’ 
first  congress  in  1894,  he  said. 
“The  excuses  were  Just  the 
same  then.  It  was  said  that 
the  English  textile  industry 
wouldn’t  survive  without 
child  labour.” 


Thedomeof  Sainte-Mariecharch,  which  is  enjoying  restoration,  reflected  in  the  hnge  development  of  offices  being  built  near  the  Gare  Du  Nord  in  Brussels  pkograph^onmcpicc 

Conversion  in  path  of  St  Paul 


View  from 
Corinth 


Helena  SmHh 


Brussels  may 
seem  a long  way 
from  Corinth  but 
the  European 
Union’s  IS-star 
symbol  Is  omnipFesent  on 
the  road  to  the  ancient 
Greek  town. 

It  looks  down  from  bill- 
boards and  signposts,  ram- 
ming home  the  message 
that,  tiiAiifcA  to  EU  funds, 
yon  have  just  been  able  to 
cruise  along  a freshly 
resurihced  trans-Enrcqtean 
hi^way. 

The  Greeks,  citizens  of 
the  EITs  poorest  member 
state,  are  laughing  — even 
if  Brussels-induced  belt- 
tiiditening  has  dampened 
their  mood  of  late. 

Corinth  is  no  dififorent  to 
Marathon.  Sparta,  Athens, 
5;a  inniicfl  or  any  other  city 
in  Greece.  Nationwide,  EU 


largesse  has  transformed 
towns  and  mral  areas.  1^ 
1999,  Athens  will  have 
received  some  seven  tril- 
lion drachmas  (£16.2 
billion)  in  structural  aid  — 
£298  per  head  of  population 
— more  funds  than  any 
otber  partner  in  the  15 
years  of  Its  EU  member- 
ship. 

The  money  comes  mostly 
from  the  two  Delors  devel- 
opment packages.  Athens’s 
new  international  airport 
and  metro  system  — two  of 
Europe’s  biggest  infra- 
I structure  projects  » are 
' being  financed  by  Delors, 
too. 

*Tt  Is,”  says  Margaritis 
Scbdnas  at  Athens’s  local 
European  Commission 
office,  “unthinkable  that 
this  country  could  ever 
have  undergone  such  vast 
projects  of  modernisation 
without  sudhi  assistance.” 

Panayiotis  Daiakleidis, 
the  long-time  mayor  of  Coiv 
inth,  does  not  disagree.  As 
a former  member  of 
Greece’s  powerful  Commu- 
nist Party,  Mr  Daiakleidis. 
like  many  on  the  left,  has  i 


his  gripes  about  tbe  ED.  ”1 
still  think  that  in  our  great 
*national  issues’,  esperially 
with  Turkey,  it  could  be 
more  supportive,”  he  says. 
“Greece's  borders  are,  after 
aU,  the  EU*s  borders.” 

But,  seated  before  his 
freshly  Ironed  15-star  com- 
mission flag,  the  mayor 
prefers  to  talk  about  the 
"ED’S  good  points”. 

For  Corinth  these  are 
many.  In  tbe  past  seven 
years  Brussels  has  poured 
some  6.5  billion  drariunas 
into  the  town,  providing  it 
with  a new  sewerage  sys- ' 
tern,  treatment  plant  and 
water  distribution  net- 
work. Aloi^  its  seafiront, 
marinas,  parks,  cafes, 
sports  centres  and  even 
palm  trees  have  been  cre- 
ated with  EU  fimds. 

“The  ED  has  allowed  Coiv 
inth  to  rediscover  some  of 
its  old.^oiy,”  the  mayor 
enthuses.  “Its  educational 
programmes  have  been 
taken  up  by  everyone  from 
housewives  to  people  witib 
special  needs.  It  has 
changed  the  lives  of  Corin- 
thians. which  even  St  Paul 


Cerintti  Rraeju 

■3.  1 '' 


I Europhile:  Council  of  Ministers  I 


Status:  Prinripaidedsm^naldngbqc^  in  EU.  - 
Ar«uT:aB<locM<ws  made  bf  Broesols  bureaucrateT' 
Onfy  if  you  read  the  tabbAla  The  ODtmcA  luHbistm  is  Udine 
the  rete  pciwer  Has.  Oh,  and  w4th  men4)w  sties' anAsisdadors 
who  t^deci^ons  in  their  steenceihabody  known  as  Coreper. 

Coroper?  Comk^  desHeptebehtante  Perrnstente.  the 
fflnbassaciors  and  senior  dkAmats  of  ^ member  stadee. 
Coreper  I de^  with  dome^Ic  fsBues— agreeing  naguiations, 
etc.  Corc^  il.  even  grander,  does  foiei^^E^rs.  econoutos 
andthebud^ 

is  M7 ‘FTtemote  eectet  of  aS:  Medor  mkitetiy  and  Home 
Offiro  crfflidatedfscussniQ  coordkibtrwi  of  policii^  »id  seoirfty 
service  issues. 

What  ean  Hio  tmuo^  rfecld^  tt  makes  the  grud  dedslOT  on 
a rteige  of  ^ issues — fbrekin  and  secuity  poficy,  justice  and 
honte  affoks,  budget  fisiteries,  even'nriBd  cow  cSsease'. 
HowlettiecouiwdloiaaiileedTMembefsteteBtaheltin. 
turns  to  hold  the  EU  presidency  and  the  chakmansMp  of  ^ 


Bill  Jordan  meets  Rwon  Young-lril,  president  of  the  South 
Korean  Confederation  of  Trade  Unionists  rhia  year 


montMy.  Coreper  meetings  weekly.  There  is  asbc-tnortthiy  heads 
of  governrnent  surrwTiit,  In  June  and  December. 

I rrtnf  yin  ilrrlrinii  iMiilihi||T' 

kto:  despite  commitrnents,  deehiorts  are  fUade  in  secret  mxi 
oounql  txifsaucratearecapiltious  In  rdooififig  papers.  The  . • 
Guardian  forced  thepubHcaSonofsocnepapecst^goingtoIhe ' 
European  Court  in  1995,buCdierei8Sldeeiddeneethain»deid  • 
have  Improved. 

WH  K chaago  with  the  nc?  Cornier  is  foe  foRjm  wftera . 
ofltei^  are  harnmering  oiitWenswtiea^.  ttisdaU]^  meafoer 
states  wflt  want  to  surrendenheirQontrais. 


Brussels  diary 


MISS  Nude  Belgium 
will  be  selected  at  the 
end  of  this  week  after 
a Ou-ecKlay  Festival  of  Eroti-  i 
cism.  Posters  featuring  a 
loag,  fishnet-clad  female 
bave  been  advertisli^  this 
merry  event,  which,  Qttii^y 
enough,  will  take  place  in  the 
R(^er  district  ri^t  next  to 
the  rpH.iight  zone. 

The  people  of  Brussels  will 
no  doubt  seize  with  both 
hands  this  ^den  opportu- 
nity to  demonstrate  their 
open-mindedness  and  the  Cad- 
ing  of  their  once  severe  Cath- 
olic heritage. 

But  they  will  find  it  harder 
to  shake  off  tbe  tag  of  staid 
bourgeoisie;  Festival  nights 
end  at  8pm  on  tbe  dot 

SPORTS  fever  has  Union 
Central  in  its  grip,  and 
we're  not  talking  about 
last  night’s  Anderlecht-Inter 
Milan  dash.  No,  we’re  taiiriwg 
cricket 

The  first  week  in  March 
heralds  net  practice  for  the 
admirably  multi-national 
practitioners  of  the  summer 


was  unable  to  do.”  Locals 
estimate  that  Brussels  has 
improved  their  lives  by 
50  percent. 

Until  the  collapse  of  com- 
munism, tbe  changes  were 
cfaeexily  accepted.  A bit  of 
EU  r^nlation  was  seen  as  a 
small  price  to  pay  for  devel- 
opment and  modernisation. 

But  in  recmit  years  there 
has  been  a swing  in  Greek 
attitudes  towards  Brussels. 
Although  the  Maastricht 


game  gathered  t(^ther  as  the 
Royal  Brussels  Cricket  Qub 
(that’s  Belgium's  Eton-edu- 
cated rc^als,  by  the  way,  not 
the  Windsorians). 

Captain  Colin  Wolfe,  a com- 
mission official,  is  Irish,  and 
the  team  has  included  Paki- 
stanis. a Singaporean  wicket- 
keeper, a Fijian  ambassador 
and  even  (shock!)  ftie  odd 
Belgian. 

Brussels  CC  bas  been  in 
business  since  1866,  but  it  was 
not  until  1977  that  King  Ba- 
douin  ^mited  the  “royal” 
handle. 

The  team  plays  in  a Low 
Countries  league;  before  get- 
ting too  smug,  remember  Hol- 
land beat  England  in  1986. 
And  where's  the  ground?  Fun- 
nily enough,  right  next  to  that 
renowned  playing  field, 
Waterloo. 

ON  A martial  theme,  the 
Bdgian  armed  services 
are  recruiting  with  all 
the  gusto  one  would  expect 
frcxn  the  nation  that  gave 
Caesar  a run  for  his  money 
and,  more  recently,  raised 


treaty  was  voted  through 
parliammit  two  years  ago 
in  a record  IS  minutes, 
EnrosceptlcisDi  has  begun 
to  creep  into  the  national 
I dialogue. 

The  German-trained  tech- 
nocrat and  economist  prime 
minister.  Costas  Simitis. 
has  told  Greeks  that  the 
gravy  train  has  halted.  To 
get  the  country  into  EMU  by 
the  year  2001  — Greece  cur- 
rently meets  none  of  the 
single  currency  require- 
ments— the  SociaUst  leader 
has  drawn  up  tbe  toughest 
budget  in  16  years. 

Spending  cuts  and  ta.x 
rises  have  ensured  that  In- 
flation, the  highest  in  the 
ED.  has  dropp^  to  7 per 
cent  but  disposable  in- 
comes have  also  plum- 
meted. For  tbe  growing 
numbers  of  Greeks  de- 
nouncing the  policies,  tbe 
pace  of  flwftwrini  reforms 
has  become  excruciating. 

“Greece  is  not  Germany 
and  not  Britain,  and  it 
shouldn't  have  to  meet 
Maastricht’s  ridiculously 
ambitious  target.”  sighs  bfi- 1 
kos  Lambo,  who  edits  the  I 


hell  In  the  Congo  with  Com- 
mando. the  notorious  merce- 
nary outfit. 

Clock  the  Information 
bureau  in  Rue  du  Midi,  with 
its  bilingual  recruiting  mate- 
rial for  the  air  force.  Unable 
to  resist  a reference  to  Bel- 
^um’s  one  and  only  contribu- 
tion to  punk  rock,  the  head- , 
line  above  a Top  Gun-type 
snap  of  a sunglasses-wearing. , 
tiger-suited  fighter  pilot  snug  1 
in  his  cockpit  screams:  “Ca 
plane  pour  moi!” 

Alas,  such  puns  don't  trans- 
late too  well:  the  Flemish  ver- 
sion reads:  “F-16  Piloten  in 
Kinderschoenen.” 


TH.AT  battle-ciy  of  the 
abroad-averse  Brit  — 
“Don’t  drink  the  water" 
— is  not  what  you  woidd  ex- 
pect to  hear  at  the  super-wor- 
thy. nou-nationalistic  Euro- 
pean School,  academy  to  les 
enCants  ol  thb  DU'S  top  brass. 
But  an  inter-parent  row 
around  Cfazikmas  time  shook 
fliis  pm-cohtinental  institu- 
tion to  its  foiBidations. 

A number  of  German 


weekly  Conthian  News. 
“It's  absiut  to  say  that 
people  shonl  go  hungry 
BOW  so  that  hey  can  live 
well  in  15  yeas'  time.” 

For  month  Mr  Lambo 
has  been  atit^ng  “anti- 
Maastricht”  tto  and  dem- 
onstrations ltd  in  the  cin-' 
etnas  and  juares  of 
Corinth.  Sinotiic  Social- 
ists’ rc-ele  Ion  last 
September,  sue  gatherings 
have  taken  r'f  around 
Greece  as  tbe  ovemment 
has  gone  ahead  ith  auster- 
ity measures. 

Most  protestsiave  been 
organised  bj  farmers 
angered  by  the  nd  of  EU 
subsidies  and  ntc  bm&e- 
fits.  ”We  fiDel  tit  nob(^ 
ever  reall,v  exptned  the 
Maastricht  treat  to  us.  It 
was  endorsed  1 parUa-  - 
ment  and  that  it”  he 
adds,  pointing  t a bull- 
dozer levelling  it  ground 
for  on  EU-fitttdet.“entei> 
tainmem  park”.  t*s  Just 
going  to  make  a in  more 
industrialists  rich*.  What 
Greece  needs  Is  avest- 
ments.  not  coffee  lia  and 
swimming  pools.”  j^-T  ' 


Dan  At 


parentit,  it  iteemM,  1 <cidnl 
Brussels  water  did  nvneet 
Teutonic  purity  st.iiiards 
and  suggested  trurklg  la 
proper,  bottled  walt'tftom 
Germany. 

The  idea  w.*is  drnppLTO 
avoid  oflrcm*e  to  the  poile  of 
Brussels?  N.*ih  — becau-  the 
fumes  from  the  u-ater  g-ry 
would  further  pollutithe 
environment. 

ON  A .similar  theniitfae 
safety-  of  milk  w.itbe 
name  of  yesterik-'s 
game  over  at  the  Euroian 
Commission. 

Keen  to  damp  fears  -at 
Britain’s  special  contribunn 
to  Europe  — mad  cow  distse 
^ could  be  passed  on  throih 
milk,  agriculture  directore 
spokesman  Gerry-  Kiely  «■ 
sured  press  and  public  tit 
milk  and  milk  products 
safe. 

He  declared;  “There’s  h 
evidence  of  research."  Muc 
JoUity.  then:  “Sorr}',  there 
no  evidence  of  risk."  The  on . 
follows  from  the  othei 
surely? 
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MITSUBISHI 
INTRODUCE 
THE  NEW 
APRICOT  FT1200 
SERVER 


Sf  Intd  200MHz  Pentium'^Pro  Processor 
32Mb  ECC  Memory 
M 2Gb  UltraWide  SCSI  disk 
^ 3C900  PCI  Ethernet  card 
^ 8 q>eed  CD-ROM  drive 


£1,999 


Integrated  System  Management 

Four  Internal  dedicated  3.5” 
fixed'  disk  drive  bajrs 

Manu&cturer’s  RAID  option'^ 

UPS  optiont 


le  fixed  disks  & 
geable  areas 
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PCI  Bus 
IjSB 
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POUND  FOR  POUND,  NOTHING  COMES  CLOSE 


i»' 


If  ever  there  was  a demonstration  of  the  sheer  technologka 
FT1200  serven  Because  nothing  can  touch  it  far  overall  spt 

In  the  first  place,  because  the  Apricot  FT1200  boasts  Intel’s 

In  the  second  place,  because  the  Apricot  FT1200  ofiers  the 
Doxmally  found  in  high-level  servers  for  tbe  price  of  some  d 

Like  ultra-wide  SCSI.  Lflse  lockable  fixed  disks.  Like  the  abJ 
drives  or  even  configure  one  disk  as  a “hot  spare”  to  autimu 
In  fact,  spec  for  spec  the  FTI200  trounces  the  •'equivalent” 
Which,  when  you  think  about  it.  doesn’t  make  them  very  "o 
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DKivlng  forces ...  AirowB* 

owner  Tom  WaUdnshaw, 
above,  aad  Damon  BSU,  pntt 
Ing  ttae  car  throag^i  its  paces, 
seek  a winning  finmala 

The  world  champion 
is  resigned  to  losing 
histrtleasthefQS? 
grand  prix  season 
starts  this  weekend 


Alan  Henry  reports 
ftomMellxHjmeon 
the  race  build-up 


WHEN  Damon  HIU 
takes  the  wheel 
of  his  Arrovs- 
Yamaba  at  the  I 
Albert  Park  circuit  here  on  ! 
Sunday  for  the  first  race  of ; 
the  season,  he  will  not  be 
exp^ing  to  finish  on  the 
podium  in  the  Australian 
Grand  Friz. 

The  36-year-old  world 
champion  took  a huge  gawWp 
in  joining  Tom  Walkli^haw's 
team,  turning  down  Jordan 
and  Stewart  before  settling  on 
Arrows,  and  his  brief  ac- 
quaintance with  the  new  car 
has  been  beset  with  teething 
probleins. 

HIU  baa  already  discounted 
the  possibility  of  a sDCoessflul 
title  defence  hut  he  believes 
be  may  be  back  on  the  win- 
ners’ podium  sooner  than 
many  people  imagine. 


It  is  a stark  eontr^  from 
last  year  when  his  Williams 
was  hardly  ever  off  the  fitmt 
row  of  the  grid  and  he 
claimed  eight  grand  priz 
wins,  title  in  the 

final  round  at  Suzoka. 

Whereas  the  WfiUams  was 
a model  of  reliability  and  pre- 
dictability, the  Arrows  has 
yet  to  get  near  the  bull's-eye. 
Problems  with  the  gear- 

ntiawge  atanfmnina  and  the 

vafnaha  angina  have  ham- 
pered pre-season  prepara- 
tions. week  MU'S  shake- 1 
down  test  at  SUverstone 
ended  early  because  the  front 
wing  fdl  off. 

“To  be  honest,  1 haven't 
driven  the  car  mniigh  to  form 
a detailed  picture  of  its  capa- 
biUty."  B3U  said.  “But  it  does 
seem  to  have  a nice  basic 
handllxig  balance. 


“We  win  not  know  where 
we  are  in  competitive  terms 
unto  we  go  out  on  the  circuit 
at  the  same  time  and  in  the 
same  eonditinm;  as  all  the 
others.” 

That  IfiU  went  to  Arrows 
was  tAcHmnfiy  to  the  holdness 
of  WaUcinshaw.  fiie  SO-year- 
old  Scot  who  bought  the  team 
in  April  lass. 

When  Walkinshaw  heard 
that  Hin  was  d^nttely  leav- 
ing Williams,  he  moved  with- 
out hesitation.  “The  moment 
1 knew  Damon  was  on  the  j 
market,  I knew  I had  to  bid  i 
for  him.  It  was  also  lnq;K>rtant 
to  me  that  I pirnnhAd  the  deal 
before  be  won  the  world 
championship,  because  I 
wanted  to  make  it  pl^  that 
it  was  Damon  HiU  the 
Formula  One  driver  that  I 
really  wanted,  not  necessarily 


Damon  Hill  the  world 
champion.” 

MU*S  iriTtial  doubts  — be 
told  his  wife  George  that  “if  I 
end  up  having  to  drive  fbr  Ar- 
rows, I quit”  — vrore  removed 
when  he  visited  WaiMn^w 
at  the  team's  headquarters  at 
Leafleld,  near  Witney  in 
Ozfbrdshlre.  “1  got  there  and 
seriously  appreciated  that  the 
guy  is  a msjor  pla^.  He's 
not  doing  thte  just  for  some- 
thing to  do  at  weekends.  He's 
a dynamo." 

However,  the  initial  eupho- 
ria e€  HiD's  move  from  WU- 
liam<  was  damped  down  dur- 
ing the  winter  when  the 
realities  of  building  an  FI 
♦aam  CTpahlo  of  mmiTitiTig  s 
title  /•'HaTIwigP  cank  In,  “The 
team  is  stQ]  at  the  early 
stages  of  its  development,”  he 
said.  “It  takes  tl^  to  bed 


together,  but  a lot  of  invest- 
ment has  been  mad&  Tom  has 
taken  aU  the  ri^t  steps  in 
building  a team  for  the  future 
and  I want  to  be  part  of  if 

IfiQ  says  that,  altbou^  he 
has  the  resolve  to  win  an- 
other title.  *T  realise  this  sea- 
son is  going  to  be  one  of  devel- 
opment and  preparation  to 
challenge  (br  ano^er  champi- 
onship in  the  future.  I want  to 
make  progress  with  Arrows 
this  season  and  there  is  room 
and  potential  to  do  so.  Then  I 
can  start  thinking  about  win- 
ning again". 

As  a driver  used  to  being  in 
the  tbifftc  of  the  meaningful 
action,  the  Briton  has  no  In- 
tentioa  of  taking  a back  seat 
but  accepts  that  'this  year  I 
wiU  pn^»bly  be  starting  from 
the  mid^e  of  the  grid,  so  I 
won't  have  a clear  track  in 


Racing 


Hill  limits  the  aims  for  Arrows  of  desire 

WH^  D^on  Hill  ] It  is  a stark  eontr^  from  i “We  wQl  not  know  where  ] Damon  Hill  the  world  | together,  but  a lot  of  invest- 1 front  of  me.  But  it  will  be 
takes_  the  wheel  last  year  when  his  Williams  we  are  in  competitive  terms  champion.”  ment  has  been  mad&  Tom  has  exciting", 

of  his  Arrows-  was  hardly  ever  off  the  frnat  until  we  go  out  on  the  circuit  I SU's  initigi  doubts  — be  I taken  all  the  right  steps  in  ] Althtmgb  there  was  no  way 
Yamaha  at  the  I row  of  the  arid  and  he  I at  the  saraa  tine  and  in  the  I toldhle  wifeCSenrsiethatrifT  I hnndinva  team  fnr  the  rtimre  I Anvn«  muld  rhePanee  WO. 


Imperial  Call 


Tralee  workout 


front  of  me.  But  it  will  be 

I exciting". 

I Altoougb  there  was  no  way 
Arrows  could  challenge  WO- 
Uams  yet.  he  continued:  “If  we 
wm  gualifrr  in  the  top  10  in 
Melbourne  that  would  be  a 
tremendous  achievement.  I 
think  I could  have  won  an- 
other championship  if  I'd 
stayed  with  WDliams,  but  that 
is  history  now;  if  Td  stayed  Td 
have  had  nothing  to  prove.” 
Nobody  in  the  Arrows  team 
can  eaqtect  a great  deal  from 
either  Hill's  car  or  that  of  his 
tpem-tnati*  PedrO  DiolZ  this 
weekend  or  for  the  next  few 
rounds  of  the  championship- 
They  must  be  regarded  as  a 
long  shot  even  to  score  cham- 
pionship points  this  year.  But 
with  improvements  to  the  Ya- 
maha engine,  the  tpam  could 
yet  spring  a tew  surprises. 


Chris  Hawkins 

IMPERLU,  C.ALL  is  back  to 
B-3  favouritism  ffrom  11-2) 
for  the  Tote  Cheltenham 

Gold  Cup  with  Hill’s  after 
working  in  good  st\-le  over 
two  miles  at  'Tralee  race- 
course yesterday. 

RJddm  b>‘  Conor  O'Dtvyer. 
Imperial  Call  gallop  with 
his  stable  companion  Sun- 
shine Ba^'  amt  although  he 
did  not  pull  clear,  bis 

trainer  Fergie  Sutherland. 

"He  worked  in  positive 
style  and  quickened  up  nicely 
over  the  final  five  furlungs," 
said  Sutherland.  “He  didn't 
blow  too  hard  afterwards 
which  suggests  he's  in  prettj' 
good  nick.  From  now  on  he 
will  just  be  kept  cantering." 

in^rial  CaU.  last  year’s 
Gold  Cup  winner,  has  been 
under  a cloud  for  much  of  this 
season,  falling  on  his  reap- 
pearance and  (hen  finishing  ,t 
well-beaten  third  behind  Dan- 
oli  at  LeopardstowD  last 
month. 

Michael  Hourigan  expects 
to  make  a decision  "in  the 
next  48  hours"  about  whether 
Ireland's  top  novice  Dorans 
Pride  will  run  in  the  Gold 
Cup.  Houriaan's  plan  to  give 
the  gelding  a racecourse  gal- 
lop at  Tralee  was  thwarted  be- 
cause  the  trainer  regarded 
the  ground  too  heavy. 

“We  took  him  there  but 
conditions  were  too  bad." 
said  Hourigan.  “He  needs  a 
serious  bit  of  work  to  get  him 
really  fit  .and  I'll  have  to  look 
elsewhere.  At  the  moment 
he’s  fit  and  woU  but  he  just 


needs  a good  workout  to 
E^arpen  him  up.” 

Dorans  Pride,  unbeaten 
over  fences  until  he  fell  when 
well  clear  at  Thurles  last 
month,  has  been  well  sup- 
ported for  the  Gold  Cup  with 
his  owner,  Tom  Doran,  reput- 
edly having  taken  all  the 
thney  early  prices  and  back- 
ing him  to  win  more  than 

£250,000. 

But  a worry  about  the 
ground  at  Cheltenham  Is  the 
main  stumbling  block  at  the 
moment  and  Hourigan  con- 
firmed tlmt  he  is  concerned, 
adding:  “The  ground  is  cer- 
tainly one  concern  — he 
wouldn’t  wont  it  too  firm,  but 
I I’m  glad  to  hear  it's  raining 
I over  there  and  that  they’ve 
I watered  the  truck. 

"The  fact  that  he's  a novice 
does  not  worry  me.  1 think 
he's  got  enough  experience  to 
go  there  but  it's  the  fitness 
and  getting  this  gallop  into 
him  which  is  bothering  me  at 
the  moment” 

Dorans  Pride  won  the  Stay- 
ers’ Hunlle  at  the  Festival 
two  years  ago  but  nearly  died 
! from  a severe  bout  of  colic  the 
I following  December. 

I Hill's  other  Gcdd  C-up  prices 
are:  11-2  Coome  13-2 

Dorans  Pride,  7-1  Danoll,  10-1 
Dublin  Flyer,  One  Man  and 
‘Ihe  Grey  Monk.  12-1  Mr  Mul- 
ligan. 14-1  Addington  Boy. 

Cyborgo,  the  novice  trained 
to’  Martin  Pipe,  is  in  to  16-1 
I from  25-1  following  the  book- 
ing oTCharlie  Swan. 

Doctoor.  also  trained  by 
Pipe,  is  5-1  favourite  for  the 
Sunderland’s  Im^rial  Cup  at 
Sandown  on  Saturday. 


Darakshan  a banker  at  Bangor 

DARAESHAN  should  get  I time  and  was  the  snbject  t 
punters  off  to  a good  a stewards’  innuiry. 


L«/pnnters  off  to  a good 
start  at  Bangor  this  after- 
noon by  a'lnning  the  open- 
ing Chirk  Novice  Hurdle, 
torxtes  Chris  Hau'kins. 

Henrietta  Knight  trains 
Darakshan  (2.10)  who 
scored  in  a fast  time  over 
the  course  and  distance 
when  beating  Gods  Squad 
by  two  lengths.  The  main 
danger  could  be  Morpheus 
who  was  given  plenty  to  do 
when  third  to  My  Cheeky 
Man  at  Market  Rasen  last 


time  and  was  the  subject  of 
a stewards’  inquiry. 

Kim  Bailey's  Cariboo 
Gold  (4.10)  has  plenty  of 
weight  in  the  Cloy  Novice 
Handicap  Chase  but  has 
been  wlzming  like  a very 
smart  young  sta>‘er. 

At  Catteriek,  Cumbrian 
Maestro  (2.25>  should  fol- 
low up  his  virtory  over  the 
course  a week  ago.  He  has  a 
useful  opponent  in  Last  Try 
but  the  latter  has  not  been 
out  since  winning  a novice 
handicap  three  months  ago. 
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Soccer 


Ferguson  milestone  is  no  millstono 


David  Lacey  analyses  United’s  tough 
European  task  against  Porto 


ANCHESTEP 
United  are 
about  to  dis- 

■ H cover  whether  a 
W H winter  of  rising 
prosperity  on  the  home 
will  enable  them  to  share  the 
common  currency  with 
Europe  which  in  the  Champi- 
ons* Cup  has  so  Ihr  eluded 
them.  Up  to  now  the  escbange 
rate  has  usually  been  against 
Alex  Fei^uson's  team. 

Porto,  once  coached  by 
Bobby  Robson  and  lately  the 
surprise  Portuguese  packets 
of  the  opening  round,  visit 
(Md  Trafford  tonight  in  the 
first  leg  of  their  quarter-DnaL 
For  united,  their  1991  Cup 
winners’  Cup  success  not- 
vrithsta^ing.  it  Is  the  most 
significant  European  occa- 
sion since,  as  holders,  they 
went  out  to  Milan  in  the  semi- 
finals of  the  Champions'  Cup 
28  years 

Should  United  overcome 
Antonio  Oliveira’s  multi- 
national mix  of  Portuguese. 
Slavs  and  Brazilians,  a place 
in  the  final  in  Munich  on  May 
28  wOi  beckon  rather  more 
urgently.  The  winners  of  this 
tie  will  meet  Borussia  Dort- 
mund or  Auxerre  in  the  semi- ' 
finaic,  and  on  paper  neither  | 
should  pose  as  great  a threaL 
But  first  and  even  before  I 
United  contemplate  the  i 
return  leg  in  the  Das  Santas 
Stadium  in  a fortnight's  time. 
Ferguson’s  players  must  con- 
centrate on  avoiding  the 
lapses  which  this  season  have 
already  seen  Fenerbahce  and 
Juventus  win  at  Old  Trafibrd. 
onriing  a 40-year-old  unbeaten 
home  record  in  Europe. 

“We've  found  the  Champi- 
ons League  difficult,  i don't 
tiiinic  ^re's  any  question 
about  that,"  Fei^:uson  admit- 
ted yestenJay.  "We  have  made 
hard  worlt  of  it  at  times  but 
the  performance  in  Vienna, 
vdien  we  brat  Rapid  2-0  to 
mflice  sure  of  reaching  the 
knockout  stage,  told  me  that 
we  are  iraming. 

"We  tiMw  we’re  in  a real 
baD  game,”  he  continued. 
"We  can’t  make  mistakes. 
Well  hi^e  to  have  a good  at- 
tacking thrust  about  us  but 
also  the  sort  of  defensive  dis- 
cipline that  doesn't  give  away 
the  sort  of  goals  we  conceded 
cm  the  counter-attack  against 
Fenerbahce. 


“Losing  to  Fenerbahce  was 
annoying  to  me.  Loeing  to 

Barcelona  and  Gothenburg 
two  seasons  ago  was  annoy- 
ing to  me  because  some  pli- 
ers didn't  listen.  Sometimes 
you  get  so  many  cuts  and  you 
end  up  bleeding  to  death.  At 
this  stage  we  can’t  afford  any 
more  cuts. 

“But  defeat  conies  in  differ- 
ent ways.  Sometimes  you 
can’t  find  the  words  to  say  to 
the  players  because  they  have 
done  so  well.  The  Juventus 
game  was  an  example  of  that. 
If  we  can  reach  a similar  level 
of  peiformance  tomorrow  111 
be  a happy  man,  b^eve  me.” 

Losing  Roy  Keane  to  an  an- 
kle injury  would  be  the  un- : 
kindest  cut  of  alL  The  Irish- ! 
man  is  the  team's  principal 
binding  force  in  midfield,  the 
man  most  likely  to  stop  the 
taatu  becoming  str^hed  and 
vulnerable  to  the  sort  of  swift 
breakaways  that  brought 
Borto  their  famous  3-2  vic- 
tory in  Milan  last  September. 

Keane,  who  was  rested 
against  Coventry  on  Satur- 
day. trained  yesterday  but 
still  looked  uncomfortable. 
“We  hop^  he  would  do  bet- 
ter.” Ferguson  admitted.  “He 
was  not  bad  but  he  didn't  do 
as  well  as  I thou^t  he  would. 

I will  five  him  every  chance 
of  getting  fit,  but  ri^t  now  I 
would  say  he’s  doubtfuL” 

With  Nicky  Butt,  the  most 
likely  alternative,  end  Paul 
Scholes  already  ruled  out, 
Fei^uson  will  have  a problem 
if  Keane  cannot  play.  Oddly 
enough,  the  knowled^  that 
Eeane  will  start  a two-match 
lea^e  ban  after  tonight  may 
make  it  worth  risking  tum. 

The  giant  Brazilian  striker 
Jardel  will  catch  the  eye  this 
evening.  Now  is  not  the  ffme 
for  PaUister’s  back  to  start 
playing  up  again.  Whether 
United  will  be  threatened  on 
the  flanks  by  the  ezceptioDal 
pace  of  another  Brazilian, 
Artur,  depends  on  how  tight 
the  Porto  coach  wants  to 
It. 

Certainly  Feigueon  will  im- 
press upon  his  team  the  im- 
portance of  not  conceding  a 
goal  “The  name  of  the  game 
in  Europe  now  is  *Don't  let  a 
goal  in  at  home  in  the  first 
1^.”  he  said.  “Hfols  gives  you 
a good  chance  even  if  the 
match  ends  0-0.” 


First  Division:  Birmingham  1 , Wolves  2 

Goodman  grabs 
winning  ticket 


Pater  White 


WOLVES  recorded 
their  lltb  victory  in 
18  First  Division 
matches  away  from  home  last 
night  to  maintain  their  chal- 
lenge for  automatic  promo- 
tion. and  that  despite  a spir- 
ited second-half  fight-back  by 
Birmingham  City  at  St  An- 
drews last  nighL 
Steve  Bull  and  Don  Good- 
man put  Wolves  in  command 
in  the  opening  half  and.  al- 
though Nicky  Forster 
reduc^  the  lead  in  the  70th 
minute,  the  visitors  stood 
firm  to  take  the  points. 

Wolves  wasted  no  time  in 
showing  why  they  carried  the 
best  away  record  in  the  foot- 
ball league  into  this  match 
against  their  Midlands  rivals. 
The  visitors.  34  points  from 
17  matches  on  their  travels, 
seemed  eager  to  add  to  the  im- 
pressive taUy. 

Only  45  seconds  bad 
elapsed  when  Bull  fostened  on 
to  a through-ball  from  Corica 
and  tuxned  inside  the  Bir- 
mingham  captain  Bnice  be- 
fore beating  the  goalkeeper 
Bennett  with  a low,  angled 
shot  from  15  yards. 

Bull  then  missed  an  oK>or- 
tunity  to  extend  the  lead 
when  heading  well  wide  from 
a cross  supplied  by  Froggatt. 
Birmingham,  with  onl>’  one 
victory  in  their  previous 


seven  games,  tried  to  rally 
and  Tait  saw  a shot  pushed 
aside  by  the  Wolves  goal- 
keeper StowelL 

I But  Wolves  confirmed  their 
I first-half  superiority  with  a 
' second  goal  after  24  minutes. 
Emblen  swung  over  a cross 
from  the  right  and  Bull  met  it 
with  a powerful  header.  Ben- 
nett manned  to  push  the  ball 
into  the  air,  but  while  he  was 
still  scrambling  to  his  ibet  the 
nearby  Goodman  was  able  to 
nod  it  over  the  line. 

Birmingham  went  dose  to 
reducing  the  arrears  when 
O’Connor  dived  in  to  meet 
Grainger’s  pass  only  to  see 
' his  header  come  back  off  a 
post  to  be  deared  by  the 
Wolves  defender  Venus. 

Birmingham  were  dearly 
missing  the  drive  and  entiiu- 
siasm  of  their  leading  goal- 
scorer  Devlin,  missing 
through  suspension,  and 
rarely  looked  capable  of  pull- 
ing back  the  dtficit  they  in- 
curred in  the  fi^  haif- 
Eventual^  Johnson  opted 
to  move  forward  from  defence 
and.  after  a neat  build-up  in- 
\xtlving  Newell  and  O’Connor, 
the  fiiU-back  attempted  a shot 
from  ruuy  25  yards  which 
Stowell  turned  round  the  post 
at  the  expense  of  a comer. 

BliiBlMgtaanw  8«fineic  Bass.  Bruce, 
AbloR.  Johnsoa  Orslngar,  Talk  Home, 
O'Connor.  Newoll.  ForsMr, 
WalwerhamptoBi  Stowell:  Thompeon. 
Atkins.  Venus,  Cwlo,  FroneB,  OMwm, 
Corlca,  EmWen.  Goodman,  Bull. 

Bf  M Brandwood  (UcMield). 
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United  front . . . Feiruson  in  a confident  mood  yestMday  as  his  prepared  for  tonUiht's  European  Cup  quarter-final  ptwtograph.  marfw  niCKETr 

ninaivuiTA  Ite  In  the  iri0vnai-i-  i Fanorhnhpe  and  .Tiivanfits  I French  connection  bolsters  confident  Juventus 


United's  best  chance  of  win- 
ning could  lie  in  the  inexperi- 
ence of  HOario,  Porto's  21- 
year-old  goalkeeper,  who  is 
suspect  on  crosses.  Anj^ing 
less  than  a two-goal  win  for 
United  vrill  leave  the  tie  deli- 
cately pois^ 

Ferguson  bridled  only  once 
yestei^ay.  and  that  was  when 
someone  suggested  he  was  ob- 
sessed with  winning  the 
Champions’  Cup.  “Rubbish,” 
he  retorted.  “How  can  anytxie 
say  that  with  what  I’ve 
achieved?  Tm  not  going  to 
have  that  as  an  albatross 
round  my  neck." 


Yet  should  Porto  emulate 
Fenerbahce  and  Juventus 
tonight,  the  only  msOor  prize 
to  elude  Ferguson  in  his  man- 
t^rial  career  will  again  be 
flying  beyond  his  reach. 

• Porto  look  certain  to  play 
with  three  central  defenders, 
their  captain  Jorge  Costa 
marking  Cantona,  and  with  a 
lone  striker.  Costa’s  close 
shadowing  of  the  Milan 
striker  George  Weah  proved 
so  frustrating  that  the  Libe- 
rian. the  winner  of  Uefe's 
Fair  Play  award,  head-butted 
him  at.the  end  of  the  g?»np  in 
Eforto.  breaking  his  nose. 


JUVENTUS,  the  runaway 
leaders  of  Serie  A,  have 
their  French  midfielders 
Zinedine  Zidane  and  Didier 
Deschamps  bade  in  the  side 
for  ton^fs  Europ^  Cup 
quarter-final  against  the 
Norwegian  part-timers  Ro- 
senborg in  Trondheim. 

2&dane,  who  missed  the 
league  win  over  Vicenza 
lawT  Sunday,  thinks  there  is 
little  chance  of  the  Euro- 
pean Cup  holders  slipping 
up. 


"Rosenborg  shouldn’t  be 
too  big  a problem,”  he  said 
cm  the  eve  of  the  first  leg. 
"Vnth  all  due  respect,  if  we 
play  to  our  best  tbmi  we’U 
prove  the  better  side  and  go 
throng  At  the  moment  I 
think  Juventus  are  the  best 
team  in  Italy  and  perhaps 
also  in  Europe.” 

Ajax,  who  play  Atletico 
Madrid  in  Amsterdam, 
have  a chance  to  salvage 
smnAthtng  from  a miser- 
able season.  Out  of  the  do- 


Forest  step  up  striker  search 
after  £2.5m  fails  to  land  Deane 


Peter  Wiito 

Dave  BASSETT,  Notting- 
ham Forest's  general 
manager,  yesterday  saw  a 
£2.5  million  o^er  for 
Leeds’s  Brian  Deane 
rejected. 

Bassett  had  hoped  to  sign 
the  striker  in  time  for 
I tonight’s  Premiership 
home  game  with  Sheffield 
Wednesday. 

“If  I can  find  a striker 
who  can  score  20  goals  a 
season  then  it  will  keep  os 
in  the  Premiership,”  said 
Bassett  “Deane  did  that  for 
me  for  three  years  at  Shef- 
field United  before  the 
chairman  sold  him  for  £2.7 
million  and  we  got  rele- 
gated.” Of  Forest’s  predica- 
ment Bassett  said:  “The  re- 
cord of  24  goals  in  27  games 
tells  the  whole  story.” 
Leicester’s  manager  Mar- 
tin O’Neill  has  appealed  for 
calm  from  the  club’s  sup- 
porters when  Brian  Little 
returns  to  Filbert  Street 
tonight  with  his  Aston 
Villa  team.  Little  suffered 
prolonged  verbal  abase  tbe 
last  time  he  went  back  aftra 
his  departnre  to  join  Villa. 


Results 

Soccer 

FA  CARLING  PH 

SnSwIaad  (01  e 


The  FA  will  replace  tbe 
referee  Mike  Reed  for 
Leicester’s  Premiership 
game  at  Chelsea  next  week 
— if  asked  by  police.  Reed 
infiiriated  Leicester  fons 
when  he  awarded  a highly 
controversial  penalty  to 
Chelsea  in  last  week’s  FA 
Cup  tie  between  the  clnbs 
and  his  car  was  subse- 
quent^ attacked. 

Police  are  concerned 
about  possible  repercus- 
sions and  Reed’s  safety  in 
, the  league  match,  although  ' 
they  have  no  power  to , 
order  a change  of  match 
officiaL  The  FA  said  yester- ! 
day  that  it  had  received  no 
police  request.  As  for 
Leicester,  O’Neill  said:  “No 
matter  what  our  feelings 
are,  we  can’t  go  around 
I picking  who's  going  to  ref- 
eree games.” 

Tommy  Wright,  Northern  , 
Ireland’s  goalkeeper,  has 
completed  his  permanent 
move  to  Manchester  City 
from  Nottingham  Forest 
after  a loan  spelL 

West  Ham’s  18-year-old 
defender  Rio  Ferdinand  has 
signed  a contract  keeping 
him  at  Upton  Park  until 
June  30  2002. 
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MnrfcRediSns 

STEVE  COPPELL’S 

second  honeymoon  with 
Crystal  Palace  just 
about  retained  its  romance 
since  the  two  renewed  their 
vows  last  week.  This  draw 
kept  the  Londoners  in  the 
hunt  for  an  end-of-season 
play-cff  place,  though  Bolton 
continue  to  rat  up  the  fixtures 
and  with  lO  games  left  fiiere 
seems  little  chance  of  the 
leaders  being  canghL 
Andy  Linighan's  first  goal 
for  Palace  seemed  to  have 
wrapped  it  up  but  tiien  a de- 
fensive mix-up  right  at  tbe 
death  let  in  Nathan  Blake  to 
steal  a point. 

Palace  were  unchanged 
from  the  side  who  beat  Oxford 
United  4-1  away  on  Saturday. 
Bolton,  meanwhile,  welcomed 
haric  their  outstanding  mid- 
fielder Thompson  after  sns- 
pension  to  add  back-up  fire- 
power to  their  free-scoring 
strikers  McGinlay  and  Blake. 

The  home  team  b^;an  with 
a solid  five  at  the  back  featur- 
the  experienced  Linighan. 


Ru^qf  Union 

eounkca  clubs  CHAHcieitsHiPt 
kscpcs  Onai  Ghweesur  19,  Wertfimiploti 
6;  Ldesatsr  2S,  Sals  K Saracans  34.  Orrali 
ia 

P W O L P A Fla 

BIbapa 13  11  0 2 337  383  aa 

LMeaatar  13 10  0 3 3B7  311  SB 

8aH  13  9 0 4 482  888  ia 

Hartamina 13  8 0 5 488  279  ie 

dBaalar  14  8 0 6 334  322  16 

Sale  13  7 1 4 331  949  16 

imraciaa  1?  r l 4 297  298  IS 

HmWiaaiptiii  .•  U 7 0 7 296  285  14 


Srtalal  - 14  4 0 10  263  438  8 

W IlmMoMi  14  3 0 11  Z71  471  8 
LuaiBB  kMi  ...188OI0  298  484  4 

OmS 14  2 0 12  186  543  4 

CUIBi  Oxtanl  Univ  22.  Mantehlm  17. 

Temds 

HOPS  wens  WDoee  TowRHAMBrr 
(Ronsniam):  nrai  miadi  J an  HsMfc 
(Sal)  tt  A BeatBh  (Pi|  6-4.  H irhaiBi 
(Gar)  M P Haartuns  (Nam)  6-3.  6-«;  D 
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Basketball 

NCAi  Toremo  103,  Boston  107:  CMcago 
lOL  MUimiAm  to  Golden  6Uie  KN.  Ulan 
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Bowls 

WOWSHrS  all  bnoland  indoor 
CHAMPfOMSiaPS  (York);  *7eniiilnii  of 
Clmuailuiiai  Oniitie  Rnal,  a Uaiilen 


their  £150,000  capture  from 
Arsenal  last  month.  Bolton  on 
the  other  hand  were  relying  4- 
4-2. 

Although  the  visitors  took  a 
while  to  get  going  after  their 
exertions  on  Sunday  in  beat- 
ing West  Bromwich  Albion  at 
home,  they  should  have 
opened  the  scorii^  in  the  14th 
minute  when  Sellars  floated 
in  a free-kick  that  Palace 
fened  to  clear  properly. 

'Hie  ban  feU  to  Pollock,  who 
was  making  an  unlikely  right, 
winger.  He  miscued  his  shot 
but  the  ball  ran  to  Blake,  who 
was  left  miles  ofisdde  as  the 
defence  came  out  The  flag 
stayed  down  but  the  Welsh  in- 
ternational never  got  hold  of 
the  shot  and  the  former  Clith- 
eroe  goalkeeper  Nash  saved 
easily. 

Palace  were  attacking  ten- 
tatively, as  if  wary  of  being 
caught  on  the  break,  although 
Dyer  showed  no  such  inhibi- 
tion. In  the  34th  minute  he 
spun  on  the  ball  on  the  right- 
hand  side  of  the  penalty  area 
to  shoot  just  over,  then  three 
minutes  later  gave  a fest-for- 
ward  replay  but  tbe  ball  skid- 


(PebMone)  bt  P Murphy  (Stanlay)  21-19. 
Itiml  fMm  S IBcMm  nonq  Georea 
nold)  bl  J Wlwn  (CuitibriA)  21-6,  L 4m- 
ima  (Cambridga  OMerton)  bl  Hkrrbon 
21-U.  PMh  RMbmb  h .Janiwn  21-19. 
TkbdiiiPMrou«d8Climvi»Mi(K  Hwwei) 
bt  ColelMswr  (B  Brown)  1»>7,  rrmlirliln 
CfeoaCirtaw  (L  Jarman)  bl  Oolahin  (J 
Graan)  84-ia  Ktog  Qaavgo  riaM  (J  An- 
nan) bt  Spalding  (G  Hanay)  22-8:  Mka- 
acaiii  (A  Harrlaon)  H County  Arta  (R  Itor- 
rls)  1^16,'  TWnworth  (P  BurSml  M 
Worthing  pW  Oavlaa)  18-17;  Wdow,  Maw- 
eaaBa  (A  Hubbard)  M Mansbeld.  North 
London  |M  Van  Put)  19-16;  -q" — (K 
SicutQ  H Copeland.  Cundtrla  (M  Bedes) 

; 28-9;  DewMlt  (J  Shacketh)  bi  Padbrooh 
I ffL  Dvwon  (P  (yarig  23-21  (attar  extra 
I end).  Ibiartet  IBirtii  Bldai^  HaiiiBiUo 
tt  Tamwortft  394:  bwhoi  tt  Oonritl 
2^10 

Hockey 

woMm  eeuHTV  chahpiomshwi 

Mlddteaox  1,  Surrey  6 (Ealing).  Susov  3, 
Kam  4 IE  Gnnatead). 

MRH'S  WORLD  CUP  OUALIPVIMG 
VOURHAinKT  (Kuala  Lumpurl:  teocm 
At  Malayaia  4,  Poland  6 (Doep  Bi  Bd- 
gbim  2.  Ireland  f:  Now  Zaalano  3.  Armin- 
una  1;  South  Korea  4,  Balann  2 

ice  Hockey 

NHl*  MY  Roflgora  8.  Sen  Jose  4 (on. 

I Tarenio  4.  Beaton  ft  celarodo  5.  Voncou- 
nr  1 

Real  Tennis 

I miVUSiTY  MATCH  (Uanehnqtnr)- 
Oxlofd  S.  Cambnogo  1. 


PMniersI^ 

SuncteriartiO 

Tottertfwri4 


treble 


mestic  cup  competition  and 
trailing  Dutch  League 
leaders  PSV  Eindhoven  by 
18  points,  last  year’s  beaten 
European  Cup  finalists  arc 
ai<a3  embroiled  In  a dispute 
between  their  coach  Louis 
LTui  Goal  and  his  utility' 
player  Winston  Bogarde, 
who  is  refusing  to  accept  a 
place  on  tbe  bench  tonight. 

France’s  Auxerre  will  be 
underdogs  in  their  quarter^ 
final  at  Borussia  Dort- 
mund’s Westfalenstadion. 


ded  the  wrong  side  of  Brana- 
gan's  far  post 

The  signs  were  at  least  en- 
couraging for  Palace  and  they 
unexpect^y  made  good  that 
promise  three  minutes  after 
the  restart.  Bolton's  left-back 
Phillips  gave  away  a free-kick 
on  the  ^ge  of  the  area  and. 
when  Gordon  drove  it  in,  Lin- 
ighnn  rose  sbove  the  pack 
like  a rugby  forward  in  the 
line-out  to  power  home  his 
header. 

Two  minutes  later  Lin- 
ighan almost  did  it  again 
from  Gordon's  comer  but 
Frandsen's  desperate  block 
stopped  the  ball  crossing  the 
line.  The  visitors  brought  on 
all  three  substitutes  but  Pal- 
ace were  showing  the  form 
that  took  them  to  last  year’s 
play-off  final  and  Linighan 
went  close  again,  forcing 
Branagan  to  a low  save. 

Cryaial  Nash:  Gordon.  Linighan, 

Robarts.  TiitUo,  Eoworthy,  MuacaL  H^n, 
Dyar,  Fioedman.  Shipporloy  (Ndah, 
TSmin). 

BoHdii  WaaSaMra:  Branagan;  Borgason. 
Taggart  Faireiough,  Rondaon  (Jahariarm, 
66),  Sellara  (Sneridan,  64),  Pollock, 
Thompaon,  Pniiiipa,  McGinlay 
{Pdoielainon,  86).  Bloke 
llalaiaai  R Hama  lOxfoTdi. 


HATIOtlWIDH  IRAIMWt  Mrot  PMUiii 

Man  C V Portamoulh  (7  46),  Slake  w 
Grimsby  (7.45);  Wool  Brom  v Soutnend 
(7  45L 

aaLLw  BcoriisH  tRsoua  niedn 
DMMoni  Ram  V Kiimamaek 
BCemSH  LAAiauW  Third  DhMoM  Al- 
bion V Alloa. 

PA  TltCiPllVi  Tlihil  luaml  raptnyi  si 
LaOfiiirds  V CoNnm  Boy 
umBOHD  Frailer  -Tiialnw 

Biatiop  Auckland  V AHrolan  Tn  (7.451.  9M 
DMilon.  Bcadlord  PA  V Grmna 
DR  ■URTRRS  LRAQUb  Dh- 

Wom  Coibv  Tn  v Rolirwoll  Tn.  Pogoi 
Rngrs  v SdlilHill  Bor  Seuthera  “•*-  Irlnm 
Fatoham  Tn  v Waymouin 
H-W  COUHRRS  LEAOUb  FM  Dlw 
Mem  Proscoi  Ceolub  « Holknr  OB.  Roa- 
sondalo  l)U  v Altnton  CoUlornM 


Spurs 


OttorgwCuoMn 

A SUPERB  hat-trick 
QromTottonhwn'a  youDe 
Norwegian  striker  Stef- 
fen Ivcrsen  last  night  endpj 
hl.s  team's  slump,.Uftlng  them 
three  {djrtM.  and  deepereq 
goal-shy  Sunderiand's  releea- 
tion  problems. 

Sunderland  had  Um  joiot 
wor.<it  sroring  record  in  the 
Premiership  before  the  match 
.ind  had  rnsnaged  only  ohg 
gall  In  their  previous  sst 
minutes  of  foutbaU. 

That  dismal  period  had  in- 
cluded three  surresshre  de- 
feats. heaping  pressure  on 
Peter  Reid  to  spend  port  of  the 
small  fortune  allegedly  at  his 
dispos.ll  He  refuses  to  be 
budged.  ’Tve  never  stcniped 
trying  to  get  tbe  right  j^. 
lira,'*  he  insisted  before  the 
game.  “But  they  must  be  the 
right  ones  for  Sunderland, 
sni  they  haven't  been  avail- 
able  .so  for.” 

Reid's  one  concession  to 
public  opinion  was  to  start 
with  the  popular  yonag 
striker  Craig  Russell,  His 
banishment  to  the  substi- 
tutes’ bench  had  coincide 
with  the  team's  slide  and  bis 
overdue  return, -combined 
with  un  experimentai  three- 
nmn  defence,  made  this  a 
comparatively  daring  line-up. 
It  backfired  spectaculaily. 
Sunderland  were  on  tbe  b,K^ 
foot  from  the  start,  courte^ 
of  some  poor  conrentntiim 
and  one  .superb  finish.  C^l^- 
wood's  harmless  looking  fite- 
kick  on  the  stroke  of  go 
seconds  w.-ls  dealt  with  un- 
convincingly. Ev'en  allowing 
for  that,  and  the  feet  tiiat  Iver- 
sen  was  well  inside  the  area, 
the  Norwegian’s  booked 
riglit-foot  valley,  with  the  ball 
slightly  behind  him.  was  still 
a reveiation. 

Tluit  should  have  proved  a 
salutary  lesson,  but  it 
ivquired  repetition  to  ram 
thmgs  borne.  In  the  ninth 
minute,  albeit  It  ftran  lunger 
rar^.  Calderwnod’s  free-kick 
found  Sheringh.im’s  head  and 
Iversen  ran  on  to  his  co-strik- 
er's flick  and  shot  daintily 
past  Perez. 

For  a striker  suniosedly  be- 
reft of  form  and  ccmfideiKe, 
this  was  u bizarre  way  cf 
showing  it.  Nol  cmitent  wife 
twice  coming  inches  away 
from  u hat-trick  before-baif- 
time,  Iversen  sublimely  teed 
up  Tottenham's  third.  Read- 
ing Sheringbam's  pass  to  per- 
fection. he  played  a Orst-tune 
boil  with  the  nuUide  of  his 
boot.  Sunderland  were  cau^t 
square,  giving  Nielsen  ages  to 
shoot  under  the  body  of  Pffez 
But  these  were  eniriiati- 
caliy  not  three  luol^  goaLt: 
Spurs  were  dictating  every 
aspect  of  the  game.  SunAnv 
land  vrere  reduced  to  picking 
at  scraps  — a 30-yanl  blast 
here,  a penalty  app^  there 
— with  Muiiin's  wayward 
slice  when  well  placed  typi^*' 
ing  their  lack  of  lude  and 
composure. 

Iversen  enjoyed  both  quali- 
ties in  abundance;  whether 
by  accident  or  design  every- 
thing he  struck  had  the  look 
of  a goal.  So  it  proved  after  62 
minutes  when  he  pounced 
with  a vengeance  on  a stray 
clearance  from  defence.  Even 
from  25  yards,  with  a thicket 
of  legs  in  front  of  him.  there 
was  only  one  outcome. 

SandartaaA  Poros  Hall,  Ord,  MaWIH, 
Braeewell,  Ban.  KuOicki.  Kelly.  Raa. 
Mirihn.  Ruaaall 

TMlMtaM)  Walkar;  Au&lin,  Hewells. 
Caldaiwood.  Nlalien,  Andanon. 
SiMriftghacn,  Wllaon,  Ivaiaon.  ScaMi. 
Compaoll. 

Rafarai  M RHev  (Lmxll) 


Rugby  League 

SeeailD  DnnSMHi  BraHey  * Y«k. 

Baskettsall 


BUDWnSBR  London  « CrysW 

Palaeo  (8.0).  Loicosttr  v Newca&Uo  m 01 


Fixtures 


(730  unloea  slaiadi 

Soccer 

■WCPRAN  CUFi  fliwi  ftial  fbai- 
>*•  A)8x  1 AdetHo  Modnd:  Dari, 

nnmd  v AUK«m,  Man  IM  « PC  Rona.  Rq. 
; MiMrg  BK  k JiMoniua. 

! M OARUNO  FRBMRRSHIFl  Cnolkrtl  V 
I SttBk&vn  (7  45):  Laiceator  * Aston  villa 
> lr.4S)i  MWdtailifoiigh  « Dnroy  |7  4Sr 
NMliP  PorsM  V Shell  WUd  (7  4S|.  Saum- 
ttngWA  V Evarton  (ali-iuMi.  eoM  oui). 


LRACUfc  Hrol  DMotom  DunMon  F«d  v 
Conaotc  WMckham  « OiWiboroiiBh  Tn 
Nortbom  t— gw  Ctivi  FbuiD  roawD 
BtlUngham  Syn  « Ewonamotl  Tn.  Owtwm  C 
V Bodlinilai  Tcariiirs,  raHiaen  « Sotinam 
RS.  Wnilbv  Tn  V RTM  Ninwinilo 
HORmRRN  eOUHTIBB  RAST  LRAOURI 
Praiwlik  DMaloM  HuUnm  v AmmiM  Tn 
SCRBBrPIX  DUieCT  LSAOUb  FroM»r 
DMalOH  Calnn  Tn  v Chli)pan)iain  Tn, 
MannaelMiui  Util  w Baiikwiiu  uu:  Wa«t- 
burv  uu  V Odd  Domi  AiN 
PONTmS  LXAOUli  TTMttar  UoMuR 
OkWiim  V TranmCKi  |7  01  Hrot  PImMiiui 
Buicknxil  V PiiirJuii  (7,01.  HuddorMiold  « 
Shun  uid  II  0):  Null:;  Co  v WiUnuniuniBlan 
|7.D|,  Wniii  BtiJiii  V Sundnilanil  i,'j)i. 
ttooowd  BlirloloBi  tnurv  R«<s  u Car- 
'liliO  |.‘.0I  OMCklWII  V Viilk  164-jl  Pea^ 
ganiUi  Ouiitow  • DribHuiii  C.  TIM  Mo- 
Mom  Oury  . Sc.VbuiiM.yi  (70).  ClKnltt  V 
Uariingun  (7QI,  w,ti:.4li  , (kiiittliuipo 
(•1)1.  Wigan  v Ocncosicic  (T.lll. 
ponadi  Ciwstnrtiiild  v nacftdaJn. 

AVON  IHSURAHCC  COHRIHATIOaB 
All  DMaMii  DaunuHTiiHnn  w muim.ih 
12.01,  Ctiailtan  t Luon  iT  01  Swindon  v 
Ornkil  C |2.0I,  ^rtWKh  V TodonlMili  {.'  15l 
Loagw  Ch99  Antmiai  v Norwich  II' 01; 
OV«d  Ulil  « BrMliii  R«ti.  rnolpiiiiiih 
PUrLinioiitti  V CiyKai  Paiw-A 


l^igby  Union 


IIBPRBlUtlATfVe  ttATeM  Cual  MM- 
Mikl!)  V QaiDjiiank  ilO,  NnKnaiDEConL 
CLUB  HATCHRSi  Royal  Naiij  V Cam- 
iiiiouq  Umv  (6.0.  RonruiMuttii 


Ice  Hodcey 

nirmiBaniiB  flav-offj»  nowcosOo 
V Mancneaier  (T.<q. 

Hockey 

RRPRaaRUTATIVa  CnnWridgo  tUM  < 
Eaal  Anguam  |2  0,  MAoriami  Rdi.  Rovoi 
Navy  « llairant  (ftHtsinwilh) 


• SM««  Redgraw  le«Ha  hi  la  mturn  hi 
mo  HwMy  Reiai  RogBUa  vna  i«bi  m no 
attompl  10  booonm  aio  Him  luwor  h-  win 
Ovury  HM|Oi  IrofilW  on  rdm  Ho  hno  wi<n 
.-III  mo  —rH  limt  olngle  KiiiH  K>  loui«. 
bill  |hfi  QroiMi.  liMolwing  tho  olghn  and  llm 
most  HniiN  taco  in  Ihn  imuBo.  *us 
nliKiod  him 

• Swonooo  hawu  (laalpniiad  moir  Swahw 
Cup  quartnr.lHMl  againoi  Nmin  irt  Tbo 
Onioli  on  Uardi  ?S  Iho  lollnr<ng  woi* 
M Scon  niitH  oral  Cniln  Chnrvld  wH  If 
MMty  wnii  BM  W«lia  M)UMI  cnmpoliiiM  m 
gw  Hong  Kong  Sownm 

D Tiio  rrm-Jtniiin  Nhwi  Lnviuiio  lo  u 
mako  till  Hroi  anowniaiwn  m Soiiianj  in 
May.  Lowntn.  a MmtileiMii  wniHiiinioi 
m iiMii  anil  n qnoiiM^naliM  in  bMb  l-R^ 
and  ISBi.  IB  h>  ciunpubi  in  HW  LoiF’ikl* 
iimn'o  dtHiMiq  toumiminiii  m tno  Vniiil' 
tockhoH  Tmnin  Cnnna  in  CAnDurgli 
Lldi  21-24 

• Loniiok  lowio  KvuM  to  donlnJ  4 luciF 
mm  downuo  ni  lup  WOC  toavYwmghl  bM 
by  d ddliiii  imkiiUa  tor  Mo  meiHlohiiii  Ml* 
ngumii  Libwoh  o Hmwv  AkinwMmln  Lite# 
laeiiDM  on  iniao  nghtt  mis  vmi  ^ 
loaaiiiliig  liid  uno  III  las  kugn  l«N 

but  It  non  wwiMi*>  Wol  itUv  Ml  wil  te  ■ 
•oaHaile  bgwe  l«  1987.  Apill  9 was  mkr 
•wily  B«t  Ktigii  M mo  uurM  C4M 
3mi  II  was  cnangeg  w Mven  i7  now  itt 
woe  piosident  JAW  Suiamran  n urgHW 
Mmcti  26  kv  UiM.  win  tto  womwo 
inoiw  tamtj  giimn  'Kt  nays  u Wny  'll* 
ngni  Tlai  wuW  wuv  inWB-AkiiHWjJ* 
inWI  Juno.  ihiM  I'ldlma  ifcnW  IM  sAMil* 
On'B  0|l|ii](M 
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THE  ONLY  FLYERS  WHO  KNOW 


THE  ATLANTIC  BETTER  THAN  DELTA. 


They’re  beautiful, 


they’re  graceful,  and  they  know  the  wet  bit  between  Europe  and  the  States  like  the  backs 


of  their  flippers. 


But  they  don’t  carry  passengers.  So  we’d  like  to  tell  you  about  an  airline 


that  knows  a thing  or  two  about  crossing  the  pond.  Delta. 


Delta  make  over  440  transatlantic 


flights  every  week.  We  serve  30  European  cities,  260  North  American  cities  and  180,000 
meals  a day.  And  last  year  we  flew  87  million  people  world-wide,  more  than  any  other 


airline. 


There’s  no  big  secret  to  our  success.  We  hire  nice  people,  we  treat  them  well  and 


we  expect  them  to  do  the  same  to  our  customers. 


We  serve  good  food,  in  comfortable 


surroundings  and  lay  on  a fine  movie  to  aid  digestion.  Any  airline  could  do  it,  fortunately 


for  us  not  too  many  do. 


adeeeaairlines  You’ll  love  the  way  we  fly. 
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